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PANELISTS (con’t)
Since she joined our team in 2015, Debbie has led NELP’s efforts to strengthen safety and health protections for America’s 
workers, focusing on improving conditions for low-wage workers, including temporary workers and those in the poultry 
industry, who often face particularly dangerous and degrading conditions in the course of their employment. Through her 
work, she has advocated for stronger safety and health standards, improved enforcement, stronger anti-retaliation 
protections and improvements to the current workers’ compensation system. 
 
Her writing has been published in Quartz, The Hill, Huffington Post, and more, and she is regularly quoted by major news 
outlets for her expertise on worker safety and health. Debbie is also the recipient of the American Public Health Association’s 
Alice Hamilton Award. She received a B.A. from Oberlin College.

M. Patricia Smith 
Former Obama administration solicitor of labor M. Patricia Smith joined NELP as senior counsel where she will play a 
central role in developing and implementing the organization’s litigation work and other advocacy strategies that advance 
and defend workers’ rights. 
 
As solicitor of labor from 2010 to January 2017, Tricia served as the chief legal adviser to two secretaries of labor and 
directed a staff of over 650 lawyers across the country. During her tenure, she transformed the solicitor’s office into one that 
aggressively litigated around worker protections and which worked closely with the Labor Department’s enforcement 
agencies to creatively advance workers’ interests through both enforcement and policy. 
 
Tricia played a key role in the Labor Department’s signature achievements under Barack Obama, including rules advancing 
overtime protections, regulations protecting workers from deadly silica and coal dust, and a rule designed to prevent financial 
advisers from mishandling workers’ retirement funds. She also worked with the DOL enforcement agencies in developing 
and implementing major enforcement initiatives, including the Wage and Hour Division’s misclassification initiative and 
OSHA’s temporary worker initiative. 
 
Prior to her tenure with the Department of Labor, Tricia served as the New York state commissioner of labor, where she led 
the enforcement of labor laws throughout the state, the administration of the state’s unemployment insurance system, and 
the administration of the public workforce system. She also previously served as chief of the Labor Bureau in the office of the 
New York state attorney general for eight years. In that role, she developed a system of active government labor law 
enforcement that became a model for other attorneys general and enforcement agencies across the country. 
 
For eleven years prior to that, Tricia served as the deputy labor bureau chief in New York and as the labor bureau’s section 
chief, conducting and overseeing all aspects of labor law litigation involving New York State in state and federal trial and 
appellate courts, including two cases before the United States Supreme Court. Before joining the New York attorney 
general’s office, she worked for various legal services organizations, representing unemployment claimants, minimum wage 
workers, workers in federal job training programs, and job seekers. A devoted public servant who is unrivaled in her expertise 
in labor law, Tricia has been quoted in many major media outlets, and has presented at numerous events and conferences 
over the years. 

Ashley Putnam 
Ashley Putnam serves as the Economic Development Advisor for the Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development. She 
facilitates the coordination between economic development and workforce development, with a focus on creating 
opportunities for New Yorkers to access jobs that provide family-supporting wages. Prior to joining the team, Ashley served 
as Fellowship Director at the Work First Foundation and America Works of New York, where she managed literacy and 
training programs and oversaw research and evaluation. During her previous role, Ashley founded the Work First Fellowship, 
which connects young people interested in public policy with the opportunity to work directly on issues of urban poverty. 
She also worked with the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and spent the first part of her career working as 
a career counselor. Ashley is a member of the Women’s City Club of New York, and recently served on the Task Force for Fair 
Work. She holds a Master’s in Public Administration from New York University’s Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service, 
and a B.A. from Barnard College.



KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
The Honorable William vanden Heuvel 
William vanden Heuvel has served as Deputy U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations and as U.S. 
Permanent Representative to the European office of the UN. He is the Chair Emeritus and Founder of the Franklin and 
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute, and Chair of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park, LLC. He has served as President of 
the International Rescue Committee, as Chairman of the Board of Governors of UNA-USA, and Chairman of the New York 
City Board of Correction. Vanden Heuvel is a laureate of the Four Freedoms Award (2002). He was instrumental in the 
founding of the Roosevelt Study Center in Middelburg, in the Province of Zeeland, the Netherlands. A graduate of Cornell 
University, he was Editor-in-Chief of the Cornell Law Review. He later served as Executive Assistant to William J. “Wild Bill” 
Donovan, Counsel to Governor to Averell Harriman, and Assistant to Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy. Vanden Heuvel 
is a member of the advisory board at Roosevelt House.

PANELISTS
Nancy Altman  
Nancy J. Altman has a forty-year background in the areas of Social Security and private pensions. She is President of Social 
Security Works and Chair of the Strengthen Social Security coalition and campaign. She is the author of The Battle for Social 
Security: From FDR’s Vision to Bush’s Gamble (John Wiley & Sons, 2005), and co-author of Social Security Works! Why Social 
Security Isn’t Going Broke and How Expanding It Will Help Us All (The New Press, 2015). 
 
Ms. Altman has shared her Social Security expertise on numerous television and radio shows, including PBS NewsHour, 
MSNBC, and FOX News. She has published op-eds in dozens of newspapers including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal 
and USA Today. From 1983 to 1989, Ms. Altman was on the faculty of Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government 
and taught courses on private pensions and Social Security at the Harvard Law School. In 1982, she was Alan Greenspan’s 
assistant in his position as chairman of the bipartisan commission that developed the 1983 Social Security amendments. 
 
From 1977 to 1981, she was a legislative assistant to Senator John C. Danforth (R-Mo,) and advised the Senator with respect 
to Social Security issues. From 1974 to 1977, she was a tax lawyer with Covington & Burling, where she handled a variety of 
private pension matters. 
 
Ms. Altman is the chair of the Board of Directors of the Pension Rights Center, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the 
protection of beneficiary rights. In the mid-1980’s, she was on the organizing committee and the first board of directors of 
the National Academy of Social Insurance. Ms. Altman has an A.B. from Harvard University and a J.D. from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School.

Debbie Berkowitz 
NELP Senior Fellow Debbie Berkowitz has a long record of achievements in the field of occupational safety and health. 
Most recently, Debbie served as senior policy adviser for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), 
after previously serving as OSHA’s chief of staff from 2009 to 2013. 
 
Before joining the public sector, Debbie spent over two decades building and leading worker safety and health programs 
inside the labor movement and with partner groups. Her past positions include health and safety director of the United 
Food and Commercial Workers Union and the health and safety director of the Food and Allied Service Trades Department 
of the AFL-CIO.
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PROGRAM
Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
Welcome
Annette Choolfaian, President, Women’s City Club of New York 
 
Welcome to Roosevelt House & Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
Harold Holzer, Jonathan F. Fanton Director, 
Roosevelt House Public Policy Institute at Hunter College 
 
Keynote Speaker 
The Honorable William vanden Heuvel  
  
INTERMISSION 
 
Discussion of Frances Perkins and Frances Perkins Institute
Michael Chaney, Executive Director, Frances Perkins Institute   
 
Panel Discussion 
MODERATOR
Mary Murphree, Board Member, Women’s City Club of New York

PANELISTS 
Nancy Altman 
President, Social Security Works 
 
Debbie Berkowitz 
Senior Fellow, Worker Safety & Health, National Employment Law Project 
 
M. Patricia Smith 
Senior Counsel, National Employment Law Project 
 
Ashley Putnam 
Economic Development Advisor, Mayor’s Office of Workforce Development 
 
Q & A  
 
Closing Remarks 
Elizabeth Lubetkin Lipton, Vice President, Development, Women’s City Club of New York


