
Hurray! After 10 years of 
visioning, planning, and 
building the West Harlem 
Piers Park (WHPP) is offi-
cially open! With over 
200 community residents 
and government officials 
in attendance the  Ribbon 
Cutting took place on a 
beautiful sunny afternoon 
on  May 30th in the park. 
The ribbon cutting 
marked a monumental 
and triumphant moment 
for West Harlem, setting 
a precedent for how 
sustainable development can and 
should happen here in the city...with 
the community’s voice and ideas at 
the foundation of transforming our 
environment.   
Come enjoy the park!  
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Above:  Kids making paddles with Rock-
ing the Boat at the WHPP Fishing Festi-
val.  Left: Community residents attending 
the ribbon cutting. Top Right: Dance 
Theater of Harlem performing at the rib-
bon cutting. 

Above:  Community leaders and government 
officials cutting the ribbon!  



Whether you are dusting off your old beach cruiser, training for 
the five borough bike tour, or teaching your little one how to 
ride, the bicycle path at West Harlem Piers Park is a safe and 
fun ride for everyone.  This 
stretch completes the last sec-
tion of NYC Greenway on the 
west side. You can now bicycle 
from the Cloisters all the way 
down to the Staten Island Ferry 
free of cars. For the NYC bicy-
cle map go to  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/
d o w n l o a d s / p d f /
bikemapfront2009.pdf  

Picnicking  

launches around the city 
opened April 15th. Begin your 
paddle here along NYC’s 160 
square miles of rivers, bays, 
creeks, inlets and ocean. A 
permit is required to operate a 
kayak or canoe in Parks water-
ways. To obtain a permit and 
for more information on the 
kayaking rules and regulations 
check out   

http://www.nycgovparks.org/
facilities/kayak    

West Harlem Piers Park hosts the 
newest kayak launch on the Hud-
son River. It’s so new, it isn’t 
even on the NYC Parks Depart-
ment map of kayak launches, but 
believe us, it exists. Kayak 

Kayaking   

             Bicycling 

Left: A bicyclist stops at the east side 
of the WHPP on a Friday afternoon.  
Above: looking south on the  
bicycle path.  

West Harlem Piers Park is a great place 
to picnic! Pack your picnic basket with 
food from Fairway Supermarkets across 
the street, or grab something to go at 
one of the amazing restaurants near the 
park. 
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Above: WE ACT Staff on the Kayak Launch  
in the winter of 2008. Right: kaykers pad-
dling south down the Hudson in the summer.  

Right:  picnickers at the park during the ribbon 
cutting. 



To improve 
the aquatic 
habitat of 
the Hudson 
R i v e r ,  
WHPP is the 
first park to 
use artifi-
cial reef 
ball technology in the New York 
Harbor.  

Park Features  

McCormark Sand Company utilized 
the piers between 131st and 
133rd streets. The rail line be-
tween Riverside Drive and Mar-
ginal Way—presently used by Am-
trak—provided freight service to 
the entire Westside of the piers, 
including various meatpacking op-
erations located in the area.  

The Harlem Piers area was first 
developed in the early 1900s with 
the arrival of the IRT and IND 
subway lines, which resulted in a 
surge of residential and commer-
cial development. Large ware-
houses and businesses, like the 
Interboro Coal Company and 

History of the Harlem Piers 

Above: Fort Lee Ferry at 130th St circa 
late 1800s.  

New Water Taxi and Ferry Terminal  
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Saving the Fish!  Art 
Sculptures by artist Nari Ward grace 
WPPP. The Jamaican-born, Harlem-
based artist makes sculpture out of 
everyday objects that weave to-
gether culture, history, and per-
sonal narrative. His work often 
deals with social and historical 
themes such as slavery, oppression, 
and dislocation. 

Want more info about WHPP? Contact James Subudhi, Sustainability Coordinator, West Harlem Environmental Action, 
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WHPP sports a water taxi  terminal and ferry dock for trips along the Hudson River  and New York City’s 
waterways. To learn more about water transport services at the piers contact the New York City Economic 
Development Corporation.  

Right: The WHPP 
Ferry dock 
Left: The WHPP  
Water Taxi Terminal  



from the neighborhoods. 
The neighborhood indus-
trial businesses were re-
located, and the piers 
themselves began to de-
teriorate. Eventually the 
recreational pier was de-
molished in the late 

1950s. The meat packing industry 
had retained a solid presence in 
the area, but competition from 
Hunts Point triggered a steady de-
cline with many of the old meat 
packing buildings now abandoned, 
dilapidated, or converted into al-
ternate uses. Although access to 
the river has increased north and 
south of the Harlem Piers area, it 
had remained one of the few un-
developed areas in Manhattan 
along the Hudson River until to-
day.  

The western end of St. Clair 
Place was used as a recrea-
tional venue and the Palisades 
Ferry and various other Hud-
son River excursion boats used 
the piers as their termini.  
Construction of the George 
Washington Bridge and the 
Henry Hudson Parkway in the 
1930s and 1940s resulted in 
the end of the ferry and rail 
service in the Harlem Piers 
area. The new, elevated park-
way isolated the riverfront 
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WHPP is accessible by subway, bus, foot, bicycle, and water. The only thing it doesn’t have is a landing 
pad for helicopters.  

Directions  

Subway: Take the 1 train to the 125th St. stop and walk west on 125th St. towards the Hudson River.  
Bus: Take the Bx15, M4, or M104 
Foot: Walk along the Westside Greenway to the park coming from the North or South. 
Bicycle: Ride the Westside Greenway to the park from North or South.  
Kayak: Paddle up or down the Hudson River to  the kayak launch at 131st St.  

Special Events at the WHPP 

Do you want to hold an 
special event at the 
park?  A special event is 
a group activity includ-
ing, but not limited to, a 
performance, meeting, 
assembly, contest, ex-
hibit, ceremony, parade, 
athletic competition, 
reading, or picnic involv-
ing more than 20 people.   

Want more info about WHPP? Contact James Subudhi, Sustainability Coordinator, West Harlem Environmental Action, 
PO Box 1846, New York, NY 10027 james@weact.org, www.weact.org  

For more information about holding special events at the park and how to ap-
ply online go to http://www.nycgovparks.org/sub_permits_and_applications/
planning_an_event.html  
 
Or call Ms. Roben Shatell, Director of Programs for the NYC Department of 
Parks at 212-408-0219 

Special events also include a group activity involving less than 20 people for 
which specific space is requested to be reserved. Special Events do not in-
clude casual park use by visitors or tourists.  

Above: Fishing with Brother John on a 
Tuesday morning.  

Above: Jazzmobile performing at the WHPP 
ribbon cutting.  

Pictures from the Park  


