
  

 
 
 

Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative 
(Community Action for a Renewed Environment) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
• What is the CARE program? 

 
Funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, WE ACT’s Northern Manhattan 
Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) Collaborative is a broad-based 
partnership of stakeholders in Northern Manhattan whose current priority is reducing toxic 
exposures from garbage, pests, and pesticide usage.  
  
The Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative was a CARE level I grantee from 2007 to 
2009. In that time we focused on identifying environmental health priorities in Northern 
Manhattan communities. Now that we are a CARE level II grantee, our focus is on 
identifying and implementing “on-the-ground,” community-based projects designed to 
reduce toxic exposures from Garbage, and Pests and Pesticides in Northern Manhattan 
through sustained collaborative action. 
 

• What is the mission of CARE? 
 
The mission of Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative is to implement community-
based strategies to address Garbage, Pests and Pesticides.  We want to work together 
to create healthy communities for ALL.   
 

• Who is included in CARE? 
 
The Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative is an inclusive group of community 
members, local business owners, government agencies, community-based organizations 
and other stakeholders in Northern Manhattan (East Harlem, Central Harlem, West 
Harlem and Washington Heights/Inwood) that CARE about Garbage, Pests and 
Pesticide Issues.  

 
• What are the objectives of CARE? 

 
1. To monitor the amount of Garbage in impacted communities within Northern 

Manhattan.   
2. To implement community-based strategies to address our needs related to Garbage; 

the overwhelming number of Pests; and the use of toxic Pesticides in our 
community.   

3. To help the Northern Manhattan CARE Collaborative become self-sustaining by 
recruiting organizations and businesses that will fund the work of the collaborative 
beyond our EPA CARE level II grant. 



  

 
 

 
 
 
• What is Environmental Health? 

 
Environmental Health: Environmental health addresses all the physical, chemical, and 
biological factors where we live, work, play, and pray, and all the related factors that 
impact behaviors. It includes the assessment and control of those environmental factors 
that can potentially affect health. It is targeted towards preventing disease and creating 
health-supportive environments. CARE is a program designed to address environmental 
health concerns of community members in Northern Manhattan.  

 
• What is Environmental Justice? 

 
Environmental justice (EJ) refers to inequitable environmental burdens (pollution, 
industrial facilities, crime, etc.) borne by groups such as racial minorities, women, 
residents of economically disadvantaged areas, or residents of developing nations. EJ 
proponents like CARE seek to address these issues through advocacy for equitable 
distribution of environmental goods such as nutritious food, clean air & water, parks, 
health care, education, transportation, safe jobs, etc.  
 
As with many low-income urban communities of color, Northern Manhattan is plagued by 
severe environmental health hazards that compromise the ability of community residents 
to live long and healthy lives. CARE is working to combat this reality through the creation 
of a broad-based group of Northern Manhattan community stakeholders that can use 
knowledge of toxic risks and environmental pollutant impacts in this community to take 
action. 
 

• Why Should I CARE? 
 
Toxics and pollution in our environment can affect the way we feel. They can enter our 
system and create health problems such as asthma, TO address these concerns, CARE 
is identifying specific community concerns related to health and working on strategies 
that can be implemented to reduce these problems.  

 
• How do I get involved? 

Contact Ogonnaya Dotson-Newman at (212) 961-1000 ext 310 or by email at 
northernmanhttancares@gmail.com to be added to the CARE Mailing List and be notified 



  

of meeting times and sites. You can also log onto www.weact.org/care for more 
information.  


