FACT SHEET

SETTLEMENTS

WHY ARE THERE SETTLEMENTS
IN THE WEST BANK?
After the Six Day War, some Israeli Jews began to
establish communities in the territories captured.
Some were religiously inspired, believing it to be
their duty to settle on land that was promised in the
Torah to the Jewish people. Others were motivated
by the belief that the territory belonged to the
Jewish nation and was essential for Israel’s security.
Israel’s leaders felt that settlements in certain key
strategic locations were vital for Israel’s future
security. As Arab states refused to recognise Israel
prior to the Six Day War, permanent borders were
never fixed. For this reason, Israel’s borders
remained the temporary ceasefire lines of 1949.
These borders made Israel highly vulnerable to a
military attack that could divide the country in two.
at its narrowest, nine-mile-wide point. In addition,
Jerusalem was isolated and vulnerable to being cut
off.
Most of the settlers in the West Bank went to a
small number of large settlement blocs, which are
located along the Green Line and around
Jerusalem. Some were built on areas from which
Jews had been forced out after the Jordanian
invasion in 1948.

ISRAEL HAS A LONG LEGACY OF
ACCEPTING TERRITORIAL
COMPROMISE AS THE WAY TO
SOLVE ITS DISPUTES IN THE
REGION.

This principle of a land swap was also accepted
in the unofficial 2003 Geneva Accords, which
were negotiated by Israeli and Palestinian peace
campaigners. It was also the basis of negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians during the
Annapolis process over the course of 2008.

WITHDRAWAL
This would still mean Israel would have to
withdraw from the more isolated settlements.
The Jewish community of Palestine accepted the
UN Partition Plan in 1947, and Israel accepted the
‘land for peace’ formula set out in UN Security
Council Resolution 242.
Israel’s position today is that the future borders
should be the subject of negotiation between Israel
and the Palestinians. Most Israelis expect that the
most populous settlements, which sit on about 5% of
the West Bank, will remain part of Israel.
The Clinton Parameters, which followed the Camp
David peace talks of 2000, proposed a deal whereby
Israel would keep the larger and most populous
settlement blocs which it considers vital for its
security, and would transfer other territory from
Israeli to Palestinian sovereignty in return.

Israel set a precedent for evacuating settlements
in return for peace when it withdrew from the
settlements that were built in the Sinai Peninsula
after the Six Day War. This came as part of the
1979 peace treaty between Israel and Egypt in
which the Sinai Peninsula was returned to
Egyptian control.
In the summer of 2005, Israel unilaterally
evacuated all of its settlements in the Gaza Strip
and part of the northern West Bank.

