  
  
  
  
AUSTRALIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

Older Women’s Network – Human Rights Community Award

The Women’s Electoral Lobby (WEL), would like to support this nomination for the Older
Women’s Network for a Human Rights Community Organisation award.
OWN certainly meets the criteria of having a proven track record in promoting and
advancing human rights for a specific portion of the community – those of older women.
Older woman are hugely disadvantaged through low income, isolation and lack of regard
from government organisations when writing policy.
WEL has been associated with OWN on a number of ventures, one of which was the raising
of banners in the streets of Sydney for International Women’s Day. These banners were
shown each year in March for three years – promoting and encouraging women to become
active.
OWN is almost fully staffed by volunteers – and by the nature of the organisation, most of
them are over 70 years of age. Their activism on behalf of older women is exemplary and
the envy of other, younger, groups. They are indeed challenging the status quo and have
earned the respect of politicians and policy-makers alike and are a force to be reckoned
with.
The many groups organised by them throughout Sydney - such as well-ness, drumming, tai
chi, writing, are not all on the surface concerned with human rights of this age group, but
encourage their members to participate in the community in a positive way and open
opportunities for them to become more assertive.
We cannot speak too highly of the work that OWN does and the support they give to others
in community involvement. OWN has a wide-ranging membership across all nationalities
and countries of origin. Lots of their publications on essential information for older women
are translated into other languages to extend its reach.
Women have always faced discrimination, overt and covert. After a lifetime of less than
equal pay and poor superannuation outcomes, they reach a stage where they are more
dependent on society than they would wish to be. This organisation is the antidote to that.
It is definitely much more than a mere social club and has been actively involved in
overcoming some of the discrimination which involved older women.

Bestowing a human rights award on this organisation would be a significant milestone for
them and encourage them in their efforts and would sit well with the community. It is an
award which is much deserved.
Yours sincerely,

Anne Barber
Executive Committee of WEL NSW
25 September 2012

