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L A R G E  G R O U P 

Full-Length Film Viewing

D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

Who is 
Welcome Here
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Immigration is one of the most complicated issues 

of our time. Those who follow Scripture often find 

themselves torn between the desire to uphold 

laws and the call to minister to the vulnerable. 

This discussion guide seeks to inform and engage 

Christian women to grow in their Biblical response 

to immigrants and immigration in America.

Welcome. is a community of Christian women, 

committed toliving out Christ-like hospitality in our 

families, communities and churches.  

Dear Welcome. Friend, 

Thank you for your willingness to 

dive deeper into understanding 

Biblical hospitality with Welcome’s 

Who is Welcome Here short film. This 

film follows the journeys of three 

evangelical women who simply said 

“Yes” to going on a trip to Oaxaca, 

Mexico, to visit with migrant families 

traveling from Central America. 

We hope you’ll find yourself in one 

of the stories of Latasha, Heather or 

Briana. 

Maybe you’re asking similar questions, 

seeking answers, and looking to 

understand what Jesus might be 

calling you to do concerning the 

sojourner in our midst. 

As families continue to seek asylum at 

our border, we as both Christians and 

Americans want to better understand 

the collective impact. Our hope is 

that through resources shared on 

our Welcome. social platforms and 

website, we will give you a closer 

glimpse into what we’re seeing, 

experiencing and learning. We want to 

share what we’re learning with you and 

other women in your communities. 

We want to welcome you into the 

journey with us. 

We trust that these messages will 

go beyond cyberspace and move 

into more personal spaces where we 

gather. We know that women want to 

learn more about what is happening 

with migrants moving about the 

world. They care about how their faith 

intersects with this global reality. We 

want to support and help each other 

along the way. 

We all will enter this journey from 

different perspectives, opinions, 

experiences, political backgrounds and 

beliefs, but what unites us is our desire 

to honor God and love those made in 

His image. 

The Who is Welcome Here film and the 

corresponding discussion guide are 

tools to support you/your teaching 

team as you venture into what it means 

to be a more welcoming community. 

We pray it’s helpful to you as you start 

this journey. 
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Before You Start

Choose a date and time

Make sure to be mindful of your church calendar, local school and community events.

Consider inviting a subject matter expert to be a part of your event

Visit WelcomingImmigrants.org/speakers to find a recommended list of speakers.

Advertise and invite

Get the word out to folks you would like to attend. Consider creating a Facebook event to send out 
invitations and communicate with the group. 

Ask permission to utilize your church’s regular communication channels to help promote (e-mail or 
e-newsletter, social media platforms, mailers, bulletin announcements, video announcements, show film 
promo video during church, etc.)

Share leadership

Consider inviting staff from local nonprofits that serve immigrants or a pastor of an immigrant congregation to 
help lead the discussion. Ask for help from friends and colleagues in setting up, hosting, and cleanup.

Dress rehearsal

The Who is Welcome Here film can be viewed two different ways:

•  Full-length film showing/event (approx. 40 minutes in length) 
*File shows all episodes strung together as one continuous viewing.

• Single-episode small-group showings (seven episodes, each approx. 4-6 minutes in length)

Be sure to test all the equipment you’re planning to use (computer, speakers, projector, screen, 
microphones, etc.)

Have resources available

Consider having your group purchase one of these books to start reading during the week as you work 
through the episodes over a span of time.

• Welcoming the Stranger—Book by Matthew Soerens and Jenny Yang 

• The God Who Sees—Book by Karen González 

• Love Undocumented— Book by Sara Quezada 

Print and handout after the film has concluded:

• “What Can I Do?” handout on the last page(s) of this guide

Food and laughter

Coffee, cookies, and time for fellowship can be a perfect way to start your time together and make sure 
everyone’s comfortable before delving into heavy topics.

TO O L S  P R O V I D E D 
F O R  YO U R  U S E :

Promo Video

Poster & Flyer Templates

What Can I Do to Help? Handout 
Located in the back of the discussion guide

PowerPoints

Social Memes 
Promoting weekly upcoming episodes

Postcard Invite Template

Optional Agenda for Group Viewing

Handouts

Small Group 
Discussion Questions 

For small groups watching the film 
in episodes per week

We encourage you to stay connected with us as you walk 

through this discussion guide with your community.

We anticipate some complicated questions could arise 

from your group and we want to do our best to support 

you.

Join our community online or visit our website FAQs to 

help guide answers.

Welcome to the journey.

Facebook.com/ChristLikeWelcome

Facebook.com/Groups/Welcome.WomenGroup

WelcomingImmigrants.org

@ChristLikeWelcome

Christ Like Welcome
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1. Briana mentions how she believes in secure borders and the compassionate treatment of people. How 
do you respond to these two values? Do you believe they can co-exist? Is one more important than the 
other?

2. Many of us are familiar with the concept of creating a “safe space” to share and be vulnerable in a 
group. Latasha describes a “brave space,” where we enter and engage knowing we may not always feel 
comfortable. How does this conversation around immigration and refugees require you to enter a brave 
space?

3. What role does comfort play in American Christianity? Has it become an acceptable idol in our Christian 
culture?

Sample Agenda
1. Welcome everyone who has attended, invite them to help themselves to light refreshments. 

2.	 Share	the	purpose	of	the	film	and	your	time	together:

a. Purpose is to join a journey alongside three evangelical women as they simply said “yes” to learning 
more about migrant families and the realities that millions of Central American and Mexican immigrants 
face.

b. Another purpose: to create an informal but intentional safe space to have conversation about 
immigrants seeking asylum and our role as Christians. 

c. Final purpose: to understand more fully what God might be calling us as Christians (and Americans) to 
do to be a more welcoming community. 

3. Give a brief explanation of Welcome. 

a. Welcome. (a project of World Relief & The National Immigration Forum) is a community of evangelical 
women who are committed to learn about and engaging more intentionally in Biblical hospitality, 
specifically towards the sojourner. 

4.	 Provide	handouts	before	film	starts	(definitions	&	infographics	sheets).

5. Read a few Bible verses/passages and pray.

a. Suggested: Matthew 25:31-46

6.	 Watch	the	film	together.	

7. Go through the Discussion Questions/Guide as you see appropriate for your size group.

8. Provide “What Can I Do?” handout.

9. Invite people to stay for Q/A time, if you feel comfortable, or have a subject-matter expert/speaker 
with you. 

10. Share with women how to stay connected with Welcome. to continue learning more about Biblical 
hospitality: 

	 (public	group)	Facebook.com/Christlikewelcome 

	 (private	group)	Facebook.com/groups/welcome.womengroup/ 

 @christlikewelcome 

 Christ Like Welcome 

 WelcomingImmigrants.org

11. Pray together.

a. For migrants who are fleeing violence, persecution and poverty.

b. Wisdom for our president and current elected officials to create, engage and implement policies that 
are just and compassionate towards the sojourner.  

12. Thank people for attending and dismiss the group.

Discussion Questions:
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4. What about this topic (immigrants/refugees) makes you unsettled or most afraid?

5. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was quoted as asking, regarding the parable of the Good Samaritan, “If I do 
not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?” What questions does it raise in you about your life 
currently? What questions does this raise about your life currently?

6. Looking past the headlines, what might be some of the reasons families are coming to our border?

7. Both Lorena and her daughter mention how much they love Honduras and that they didn’t want to leave. 
Did this surprise you? How does this compare with some of the narratives we hear in the news or from 
politicians?

8. If you were forced to flee your home with your children and rely completely on the mercy and kindness of 
strangers, what would you hope for?

9. If you had to leave everything you knew to provide a better life for your children, what would be the 
hardest thing(s) to replace from your home/community?

10. During their trip to Oaxaca, this group of women met with adolescent mothers as young as 11 years 
old. Their mothers had fled their communities because of the violence done against them and their 
children. Reporting these incidents to a corrupt and broken government system only provokes further 
discrimination and harm. What other options might you need to consider in this type of situation?

11. Migrating can be an extremely dangerous choice. Data shows that women face extreme vulnerability, 
with 60-80% of them suffering from rape and sexual assault during the migration process. This is one of 
the many reasons women, children and families travel in large groups (sometimes caravans)1 as they find 
safety in numbers. Knowing this, what should our prayers be for families like Lorena’s?

1 https://unu.edu/publications/articles/fleeing-to-mexico-for-safety-the-perilous-journey-for-migrant-women.html
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12. While every country needs safe and secure borders, what might it look like to have a more welcoming 
approach to those who come to our borders to seek refuge in the U.S. (temporarily or permanently)?

13. Have you ever wanted to be a part of a community (maybe at church, school or workplace) but felt 
uninvited? How did that make you feel?

14. Is there any person outside Christ’s welcome? 

15. As Christ-followers, how does God’s constant and continuous welcome to us model how we should 
welcome others?

Definitions:
Asylum 
A legal pathway to seek protection in the United States based on a well-founded fear of persecution because 
of race, religion, political opinion, national origin or social group. Asylum seekers cannot apply for asylum 
outside of the U.S. but must do so on U.S. soil or at a legal port of entry. Under U.S. law, a person can claim 
asylum even if they have entered the country unlawfully.

Asylee 
A person who has been granted asylum by an officer or judge, and thus is afforded an indefinite legal status 
and work authorization in the U.S.

Asylum seeker 
Someone who claims to meet the definition of a refugee (see below), but whom the host country has not yet 
made a final determination on their case. Both U.S. and international law recognize the right to seek asylum, 
but the U.S. is not obligated to grant asylum unless the individual proves that they qualify under the law.

Refugee 
Someone who has fled his or her home country and cannot return because of a well-founded fear of 
persecution based on religion, race, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group; 
there are an estimated 26 million refugees in the world according to the UN, a very small percentage of which 
are identified abroad by the U.S. government, vetted and then invited to be resettled to the U.S., arriving on an 
airplane.

Immigrant 
A person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.

Migrant 
A person who moves from one place to another within or between countries.

The	Northern	Triangle 
The Northern Triangle of Central America refers to the three Central American countries of Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador.

https://dame1minutode.org/northern-triangle-of-central-america/
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L E G A L	 I M M I G R AT I O N 	 PAT H WAY S : U . S . 	 R E F U G E E 	A N D 	A S Y LU M 	 P R O C E S S :

https://www.businessinsider.com/how-to-green-card-visa-legal-immigration-us-news-trump-2017-4  https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/asylum-overview-how-refugees-get-united-
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A S Y LU M 	 P R O C E S S 	AT	T H E 	 U . S . 	 B O R D E R :	 U . S .  R E F U G E E  S C R E E N I N G  P R O C E S S :

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e07ba9_7857211bad964d4ab7b46801ee0c34ee.pdf https://worldrelief.org/blog/who-is-a-refugee-and-what-do-they-go-through-to-get-to-the-u-s?rq=refugee 

GUIDE TO
ASYLUM AT THE BORDER

In 2018, approximately 65% of the asylum cases in the US were denied. In the El Paso sector, the denial rate is over 96%.
This flowchart is a generalized path. Each case is di�erent and this should not be seen as legal advice.

Deportation, 
Voluntary Departure 

or Expedited Removal

Eligible for bond

ENTERED THROUGH PORT OF ENTRY?

YES
(Classified as
Arriving Alien)

NO
(Classified as Entered 

Without Inspection)
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Credible or reasonable fear interview 
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Lose Win
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Apply for relief
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court case 
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Granted Denied
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@HopeBorder/HopeBorderInstitute @HopeBorderInstitutewww.HopeBorder.org



16 17

Some people will not 

understand what the love 

of Christ compels you to do. 

Do it anyway. 

S H E I L A WA L S H

P R AY

Pray not just for those in need, but that God might 

continue to shape our hearts and minds, giving 

us discernment and wisdom on how to engage 

others with Biblical welcome and hospitality in our 

local communities and in our national discussions.

L E A R N

Commit to be transformed by God’s word and not 

conformed to the ways of the world. This includes 

thinking critically and prayerfully about how we 

can apply what we learn in Scripture to what is 

happening in the world today. 

Suggested resources:

• Welcome. Kids 
Activity Kit 
(free download*)

• Ruth & Naomi Bible Study 
Welcome. small group Bible study 
(free download*)

• Who is Welcome Here film 
Welcome. documentary with 
discussion guides 
(free download*)

• Welcoming the Stranger 
Book by Matthew Soerens and Jenny Yang

• Love Undocumented 
Book by Sarah Quezada 

• The God Who Sees 
Book by Karen González

 

*Download available at: WelcomingImmigrants.org

A C T

Volunteer with migrant and refugee service 
organizations in your community.

Donate to organizations and ministries that are 
helping meet the needs of migrants: 

• World Relief

• KIND (Kids in Need of Defense)

Advocate within your spheres of influence and 
online

• Stay connected with the Welcome. Women 
online community and World Relief for 
helpful articles, webinars, and resources to 
share. 

Advocate within your community

• Host a Who is Welcome Here film viewing 
event

• Host a film discussion group 

• Invite a Welcome. or World Relief speaker to 
an event. Visit WelcomingImmigrants.org for 
recommended speaker list.

• COMING SOON: Start a local Welcome. 
chapter 

Advocate within your church

• Host a film viewing event

• Small group studies (Who is Welcome Here 
film, Ruth & Naomi Bible Study)

• Welcome. Kids— Activity Kit 

• Invite a Welcome. or World Relief speaker to 
an event. Visit WelcomingImmigrants.org for 
recommended speaker list.  

Engage your elected officials

• Look up your state representatives, call or 
leave messages stating your concern for 
vulnerable migrants.

• Write a letter or e-mail stating your concern 
for migrant families.

What Can I Do?
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H O W TO  H E L P 

Lament/Pray 

Volunteer

Donate

Advocate online

Advocate within your community

Engage your church

Engage	with	your	elected	officials

Immersion trips

We look forward to growing with 
you and engaging more tangibly 
and actively in Biblical hospitality.

We hope you’ll share your 
stories of courage and 

Biblical welcome with us. 

Find and join our 
community online at

WelcomingImmigrants.org

ChristLikeWelcome

Welcome.WomenGroup

@ChristLikeWelcome

Christ Like Welcome

When we are moved by the Spirit to engage more 

deeply into brave spaces, our fears can quickly 

paralyze our movement forward. But know this: 

moving towards vulnerable people could never be 

outside the will of God because Jesus always moved 

in this direction. His heart was for the marginalized, the 

tortured, the sick, the traitor and the outcast. He had 

dinner with those that others perceived as the enemy. 

He invited them to share fully and openly at His table. 

You’ll still have unanswered questions, and even 

more likely, internal conflict about political, personal 

or professional affiliations. And yet you’re invited to 

simply take one step at a time. We don’t have to know 

all the answers to care or to move forward in love. 

Immigration policy is complicated, but personhood is 

not. We are compelled to move forward in knowledge 

and in action because God loves these vulnerable 

men, women, and children. They are made in His 

image and have immeasurable worth and value. We 

are further motivated by the Scripture’s mandate to 

love others just as much as we love ourselves. 

We must ask ourselves, “What will happen to them if 

I do nothing?”

At Welcome. we believe that we don’t have to share 

the same political background or personal beliefs. We 

hope to find consensus is in our desire to glorify God 

through engaging in Biblical hospitality towards the 

sojourner. What does that mean exactly? It means we 

move forward to engage the issues of our time, of our 

communities, and of our country with a healthy fear of 

God and a steadfast care and compassion for others 

who are less fortunate than we are. We believe that we 

can be a safe country and a compassionate country, 

that these things are not mutually exclusive concepts. 

Safe and secure borders are needed for the health 

and well-being of Americans, and those who wish to 

seek refuge in America. Compassionate and humane 

treatment of those in U.S. custody is foundational to 

who we say we are as Christians and Americans. Just 

laws and merciful policies are simply the outward 

expressions of a confident and strong people who 

truly love God and love others as He commanded.

So now that you’ve seen a few real-life stories you’re 

most likely asking, what can I do? Could I truly make 

a difference for a family like Lorena’s, or a single 

mother fleeing violence? We’re encouraged that God 

has surfaced these questions in your heart and mind. 

We trust that as we continue engaging in welcome 

together He will give you the wisdom to know when 

and how to move forward. 

We’d love for you to join our community of women 

who are also seeking answers and stepping into brave 

new spaces. We hope you’ll stay connected with us 

online or at: WelcomingImmigrants.org.

A note from the Welcome. Team
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W H O 	 I S 	 W E L C O M E 	 H E R E


