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Immigration is one of the most complicated issues 

of our time. Those who follow Scripture often find 

themselves torn between the desire to uphold 

laws and the call to minister to the vulnerable. 

This discussion guide seeks to inform and engage 

Christian women to grow in their Biblical response 

to immigrants and immigration in America. 

Welcome. is a community of Christian women, 

committed to living out Christ-like hospitality for all 

God’s children, specifically for “the stranger.”
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We want to 

welcome you into the 

journey with us.

Dear Welcome. Friend, 

Thank you for willingness to dive 

deeper into understanding Biblical 

hospitality with Welcome’s Who is 

Welcome Here short film. This seven-

episode series follows the journeys of 

three evangelical women who simply 

said “Yes” to going on a trip to Oaxaca, 

Mexico, to visit with migrant families 

traveling from Central America. 

We hope you’ll find yourself in one 

of the stories of, Latasha, Heather or 

Briana. 

Maybe you’re asking similar questions, 

seeking answers, and looking to 

understand what Jesus might be 

calling you to do concerning the 

sojourner in our midst. 

As families continue to seek asylum at 

our border, we as both Christians and 

Americans want to better understand 

the collective impact. Our hope is 

that through resources shared on 

our Welcome. social platforms and 

website, we will give you a closer 

glimpse into what we’re seeing, 

experiencing and learning. We want to 

share what we’re learning with you and 

other women in your communities. 

We want to welcome you into the 

journey with us. 

We trust that these messages will 

go beyond cyberspace and move 

into more personal spaces where we 

gather. We know that women want to 

learn more about what is happening 

with migrants moving about the 

world. They care about how their faith 

intersects with this global reality. We 

want to support and help each other 

along the way. 

We all will enter this journey from 

different perspectives, opinions, 

experiences, political backgrounds and 

beliefs, but what unites us is our desire 

to honor God and love those made in 

His image. 

The Who is Welcome Here film and the 

corresponding discussion guide are 

tools to support you/your teaching 

team as you venture into what it means 

to be a more welcoming community. 

We pray it’s helpful to you as you start 

this journey.



8 9

TO O L S  P R O V I D E D 
F O R  YO U R  U S E :

We encourage you to stay connected with us as you walk 

through this discussion guide with your community.

We anticipate some complicated questions could arise 

from your group and we want to do our best to support 

you.

Join our community online or visit our website FAQs to 

help guide answers.

Promo Video

Poster & Flyer Templates

What Can I Do to Help? Handout 
Located in the back of the discussion guide

PowerPoints

Social Memes 
Promoting weekly upcoming episodes

Postcard Invite Template

Small Group 
Discussion Questions 

For small groups watching the film 
in episodes per week

Welcome to the journey.

Before You Start

Choose a date and time

Make sure to be mindful of your church calendar, local school and community events.

Consider inviting a subject matter expert to be a part of your event

Visit WelcomingImmigrants.org/speakers to find a recommended list of speakers.

Advertise and invite

Get the word out to folks you would like to attend. Consider creating a Facebook event to send out 
invitations and communicate with the group. 

Ask permission to utilize your church’s regular communication channels to help promote (e-mail or 
e-newsletter, social media platforms, mailers, bulletin announcements, video announcements, show film 
promo video during church, etc.)

Share leadership

Consider inviting staff from local nonprofits that serve immigrants or a pastor of an immigrant congregation to 
help lead the discussion. Ask for help from friends and colleagues in setting up, hosting, and cleanup.

Dress rehearsal

The Who is Welcome Here film can be viewed two different ways:

•  Full-length film showing/event (approx. 40 minutes in length) 
*File shows all episodes strung together as one continuous viewing.

• Single-episode small-group showings (seven episodes, each approx. 4-6 minutes in length)

Be sure to test all the equipment you’re planning to use (computer, speakers, projector, screen, 
microphones, etc.)

Have resources available

Consider having your group purchase one of these books to start reading during the week as you work 
through the episodes over a span of time.

• Welcoming the Stranger—Book by Matthew Soerens and Jenny Yang 

• The God Who Sees—Book by Karen González 

• Love Undocumented— Book by Sara Quezada 

Print and handout after the film has concluded:

• “What Can I Do?” handout on the last page(s) of this guide

Food and laughter

Coffee, cookies, and time for fellowship can be a perfect way to start your time together and make sure 
everyone’s comfortable before delving into heavy topics.

Facebook.com/ChristLikeWelcome

Facebook.com/Groups/Welcome.WomenGroup

WelcomingImmigrants.org

@ChristLikeWelcome

Christ Like Welcome
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E P I S O D E  1

In 2015, LifeWay Research published a report on Evangelical 

views regarding immigration. At that time, 8 out of 10 

Evangelicals said immigration reform should respect 

people’s God-given dignity. 72% felt reform should protect 

the unity of the immediate family. Nearly 9 out of 10 

Evangelicals believed immigration reform should respect 

the rule of the law, and 82% felt it should guarantee secure 

national borders. 

Based on this data, we know that the majority of 

Evangelicals desire immigration reform that respects human 

dignity and families, while also upholding the rule of law and 

secure borders. The study also revealed that when asked 

what influenced their thinking on immigration the most, the 

number one response among Evangelicals was “not sure.” 

16% cited the media, while only 12% credited the Bible for 

being a major influence on their immigration views.1

S TA R T I N G  TO  S E E K

CONTEXT/FACTS 
(READ BEFORE VIEWING):

1 Pew Research: https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/16/border-ap-
prehensions-of-migrant-families-have-risen-substantially-so-far-in-2018/
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G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

Who is welcome in your family?

Who is welcome in your 

community/city?

Who is welcome in your home?

Who is welcome in America?

What situations might push you 

to send your child/grandchild into 

another country (without you) to find 

safety?

Who in your life would you trust to 

take your child with them to safety?

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)

Notes:

Bri mentions how she believes 

in secure borders and the 

compassionate treatment of people. 

How do you respond to these two 

values? Do you believe they can co-

exist? Is one more important than the 

other?

When you hear stories about children 

arriving at the border, maybe without 

their parents or sometimes without 

an adult who is responsible for them, 

what is your reaction? Do you feel pity, 

empathy, judgment, or confusion?

What questions do you currently have 

about families coming to our southern 

border? (Write these questions down, 

save them for later.)

R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E : 

Therefore welcome one another 

as Christ has welcomed you, 

for the glory of God.

Romans 15:7 (ESV)
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E P I S O D E  2

In previous decades most of those attempting to cross into 

the United States illegally were single men in their 20s and 

30s looking for economic opportunities.

According to U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

statistics, in 2018/2019 this demographic has drastically 

changed to a majority of family units and unaccompanied 

minors, especially from the Northern Triangle (El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Honduras), fleeing extreme violence, criminal 

organizations and poverty.2

In December of 2018, CBP3 reported that 65% of all 

apprehensions along the Southwest border were family 

units or unaccompanied minors.

I N V I TAT I O N  TO  A B R AV E  S PA C E

D E F I N I T I O N S : 

(Power Point slides in promo kit)

Asylum 
A legal pathway to seek protection 
in the United States based on a well-
founded fear of persecution because 
of race, religion, political opinion, 
national origin or social group. Asylum 
seekers cannot apply for asylum 
outside of the U.S. but must do so 
on U.S. soil or at a legal port of entry. 
Under U.S. law, a person can claim 
asylum even if they have entered the 
country unlawfully.

Asylee 
A person who has been granted 
asylum by an officer or judge, and thus 
is afforded an indefinite legal status 
and work authorization in the U.S.

Asylum seeker 
Someone who claims to meet the 
definition of a refugee (see below), but 
whom the host country has not yet 
made a final determination on their 
case. Both U.S. and international law 
recognize the right to seek asylum, 
but the U.S. is not obligated to grant 
asylum unless the individual proves 
that they qualify under the law.

Refugee 
Someone who has fled his or her 
home country and cannot return 
because of a well-founded fear 
of persecution based on religion, 
race, nationality, political opinion or 
membership in a particular social 
group; there are an estimated 
26 million refugees in the world 
according to the UN, a very small 
percentage of which are identified 
abroad by the U.S. government, vetted 
and then invited to be resettled to the 
U.S., arriving on an airplane

Immigrant 
A person who comes to live 
permanently in a foreign country.

Migrant 
A person who moves from one 
place to another within or between 
countries.

The Northern Triangle 
The Northern Triangle of Central 
America refers to the three Central 
American countries of Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador.

2 Pew Research: https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/16/border-ap-
prehensions-of-migrant-families-have-risen-substantially-so-far-in-2018/

3 https://www.dhs.gov/news/2018/12/31/cbp-commissioner-continued-humani-
tarian-crisis-increase-medical-emergencies-southern

CONTEXT/FACTS 
(READ BEFORE VIEWING):
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L E G A L  I M M I G R AT I O N  PAT H WAY S :

https://www.businessinsider.com/how-to-green-card-visa-legal-immigration-us-news-trump-2017-4 https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/asylum-overview-how-refugees-get-united-states

U . S .  R E F U G E E  A N D  A S Y LU M  P R O C E S S :
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A S Y LU M  P R O C E S S  AT  T H E  U . S .  B O R D E R : U . S .  R E F U G E E  S C R E E N I N G  P R O C E S S :

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e07ba9_7857211bad964d4ab7b46801ee0c34ee.pdf https://worldrelief.org/blog/who-is-a-refugee-and-what-do-they-go-through-to-get-to-the-u-s?rq=refugee 

GUIDE TO
ASYLUM AT THE BORDER

In 2018, approximately 65% of the asylum cases in the US were denied. In the El Paso sector, the denial rate is over 96%.
This flowchart is a generalized path. Each case is di�erent and this should not be seen as legal advice.

Deportation, 
Voluntary Departure 

or Expedited Removal

Eligible for bond

ENTERED THROUGH PORT OF ENTRY?

YES
(Classified as
Arriving Alien)

NO
(Classified as Entered 

Without Inspection)

YES NOAsylum Seeker?

Credible or reasonable fear interview 
if not first time entry

PASS YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

FAIL NO

Release to family or 
shelter to continue case 
in non-detained docket

Immigration court
Lose Win

Most likely 
deported

Granted 
Asylum

Lose Win

Most likely 
deported

Granted 
Asylum

Apply for relief

Criminally prosecuted?

Federal Jail

Criminal court

Asylum seeker?

Sentenced 
typically to 
time served

Prior deportation?

ICE detention

Immigration 
court

Release to 
family or shelter 

to continue 
case in 

non-detained 
docket

Deportation

Voluntary
Deportation

Apply for Relief

Appeal

Special Visa Cancellation
of removal

Asylum

Credible Fear Interview

YES

Continue 
court case 

from detention

Lose

Detained and 
most likely 
deported

NO

Deportation 
or Voluntary 
Departure

Win

Granted 
Asylum

Granted Denied

Granted parole?

NO
Detained
 in ICE 

Custody

Subject to
expedited
removal

YES

PASS

FAIL

FAIL

Deportation

Released by CBP
or ICE & placed in

removal procedings

@HopeBorder/HopeBorderInstitute @HopeBorderInstitutewww.HopeBorder.org
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G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

What people or things do you put time 

and energy into that truly matter?

Can you recall a time when you felt 

the Lord moving you into a place of 

discomfort? A place where you were 

not in control?

When we read the Scriptures, can 

you recall a time when Jesus was 

comfortable?

On a scale of: 

1 (never/rarely) to 10 (all the time), 

how often do you make decisions 

based on your comfort?

Notes:

Many of us are familiar with the 

concept of creating a “safe space” to 

share and be vulnerable in a group. 

LaTasha describes a “brave space”, 

where we enter and engage knowing 

we may not always feel comfortable. 

How does the conversation about 

immigrants and refugees require 

you (personally) to enter into a brave 

space?

What role does comfort play in 

American Christianity? Has it become an 

acceptable idol in our Christian culture?

In this episode, Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. was quoted as asking, regarding 

the parable of the Good Samaritan, “If I 

do not stop to help this man, what will 

happen to him?” What questions does 

this raise in you about the way you live 

your life? Thoughts about this? 

R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E : 

For I was hungry and you gave 

me no food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me no drink, I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome 

me, naked and you did not clothe 

me, sick and in prison and you 

did not visit me.’ Then they also 

will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when 

did we see you hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or naked or sick or 

in prison, and did not minister to 

you?’ Then he will answer them, 

saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 

did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.’

Matthew 25:42-46 (ESV)

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)
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What is the Northern Triangle? 

The Northern Triangle refers to the three 

Central American countries of Guatemala, 

Honduras, and El Salvador. The journey from 

the Northern Triangle to the U.S. southern 

border can be as long as 2,000 miles. While 

accurate data on family separations is difficult 

to quote, estimates by the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services indicate that 

at least 2,700 children were separated from 

their parents at the border during the Zero 

Tolerance Policy implementation period in 

2018. According to child advocacy groups, 

some of these children are still waiting to 

be reunited with their parents (it is difficult 

to get an accurate estimate of numbers still 

waiting).5

Asylum process/vetting process at the 

border: See infographic

Facts on conditions in the Northern Triangle

• In 2014, Honduras had the highest 

murder rate in the world at 90 per 

100,000. (In 2015, it was surpassed by 

El Salvador, which increased to 104 

per 100,000.) The region was also 

experiencing the most severe drought 

in decades, which has had a significant 

negative impact on farmers. More than 

3.5 million people are food insecure.4

• In 2016, El Salvador still had the world’s 

highest murder rate (82.8 homicides 

per 10,000 people), then followed 

by Honduras (at a rate of 56.5), and 

Guatemala was 10th (at 27.3), according 

to data from the United Nations.

• Northern Triangle nations are among 

the poorest in Latin America, and 

although some have seen a reduction 

of extreme poverty in recent years, high 

shares of people still live on less than 

$2 a day (the international poverty line 

is $1.90).

E P I S O D E  3

T H E  F E A R  I N  O U R  H E A R T S

4 https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/increased-central-american-migra-
tion-united-states-may-prove-enduring-phenomenon

https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2017/12/07/rise-in-u-s-immigrants-from-
el-salvador-guatemala-and-honduras-outpaces-growth-from-elsewhere/

5 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/trump-separated-family-policy-parents-in-de-
tention/2019/03/28/0618a1be-509b-11e9-bdb7-44f948cc0605_story.html
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G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

What characteristics make up a good 

mother (or parent)?

If you were forced to leave your home 

due to violence, lack of opportunity 

to provide for your family, or a well-

founded fear of persecution from your 

community, how might your list of 

characteristics change? What would 

you add?

Imagine for a moment what it would 

feel like to be forcibly separated from 

your child in a strange country where 

you went to seek refuge. Write down 

your biggest concerns and feelings.

Notes:

What brought you to this group? 

What made you interested to know 

more about the current status of 

immigrants/refugees at our Southern 

Border?

This episode acknowledged some 

fears that many people have when 

considering immigration. Are people 

coming who will cause harm? Will I 

begin to hear more people speaking 

other languages? What fears do you 

have? What honest concerns might 

you share with your group about the 

increased number of people coming 

to the boarder?

Looking past the headlines, what 

might be some of the reasons families 

are coming to our border?

If God commands us to take care of 

our families, and provide safety and 

care for those entrusted to us, (with 

the above context/facts in mind) how 

might a parent need to live out that 

truth when finding themselves in these 

communities/countries?

Bri reminds her daughter each day 

to “look to love”. She describes this 

practice as an intentional focus on 

loving God and loving others. When 

you “look to love” in conversations 

about immigrants and refugees, 

what do you see? Where do you see 

opportunities to love? What might love 

look like in practical or tangible ways?

R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E S : 

Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not 

be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go.

Joshua 1:9 (ESV)

For the day of the Lord is near 

upon all the nations. As you have 

done, it shall be done to you; your 

deeds shall return on your own 

head.

Obadiah 15 (ESV)

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)
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E P I S O D E  4

In this episode we meet Lorena and her family, who are 

migrants from Honduras living temporarily at a shelter in 

Oaxaca, Mexico. The shelter serves migrants traveling from 

Central America (especially the Northern Triangle).

O P E N I N G  O U R  E Y E S

D E F I N I T I O N S :

Asylum 
A legal pathway to seek protection 
in the United States based on a well-
founded fear of persecution because 
of race, religion, political opinion, 
nation origin or social group. Asylum 
seekers cannot apply for asylum 
outside of the U.S. but must do so 
on U.S. soil or at a legal port of entry. 
Under U.S. law, a person can claim 
asylum even if they have entered the 
country unlawfully.

Asylee 
A person who has been granted 
asylum by an officer or judge, and thus 
is afforded an indefinite legal status 
and work authorization in the U.S.

Asylum seeker 
Someone who claims to meet the 
definition of a refugee (see below), but 
whom the host country has not yet 
made a final determination on their 
case. Both U.S. and international law 
recognize the right to seek asylum, 
but the U.S. is not obligated to grant 
asylum unless the individual proves 
that they qualify under the law.

Refugee 
Someone who has fled his or her 
home country and cannot return 
because of a well-founded fear 
of persecution based on religion, 
race, nationality, political opinion or 
membership in a particular social 
group; there are an estimated 
26 million refugees in the world 
according to the UN, a very small 
percentage of which are identified 
abroad by the U.S. government, vetted 
and then invited to be resettled to the 
U.S., arriving on an airplane

Immigrant 
A person who comes to live 
permanently in a foreign country.

Migrant 
A person who moves from one 
place to another within or between 
countries.

The Northern Triangle 
The Northern Triangle of Central 
America refers to the three Central 
American countries of Guatemala, 
Honduras, and El Salvador.

CONTEXT/FACTS 
(READ BEFORE VIEWING):
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G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

What stood out to you/surprised you 

most about Lorena (and her family)?

Can you recall a time when you had 

no other choice but to rely on the 

kindness and mercy of someone else 

for you/your child’s well-being? What 

was that like? How did that feel?

Notes:

At the beginning of the episode, a 

woman named Sara said, “I feel this 

inner turmoil when I see people on 

Facebook talking about immigration 

and the border and I don’t have 

anything to say. I am ashamed that I 

don’t know anything.” Can anyone else 

identify with her? 

Lorena describes some of the violence 

in her home country of Honduras, and 

the poem “Home” paints a picture of 

the difficult choice many families face 

when deciding that it is safer to leave 

than to stay. How do you imagine it 

feels for a mom to be faced with that 

choice? (Home poem on next page)

Lorena identifies the threat against 

her son’s life as the final reason they 

decided to leave. How is their story 

similar and different from Mary and 

Joseph’s when they knew Jesus’ life 

was in danger?
R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E S : 

Exodus 2:1-10 (ESV)

Matthew 2:13-15 (ESV)

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)
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No one leaves home unless home is 

the mouth of a shark. 

You only run for the border when you 

see the whole city running as well. 

Your neighbors running faster than you, 

breath bloody in their throats.  

The boy you went to school with who 

kissed you dizzy behind the old tin 

factory is holding a gun bigger than 

his body, you only leave home when 

home won’t let you stay. 

No one leaves home unless home 

chases you fire under feet, hot blood in 

your belly, it’s not something you ever 

thought of doing until the blade burnt 

threats into your neck and even then 

you carried the anthem under your 

breath, only tearing up your passport 

in an airport toilet sobbing as each 

mouthful of paper made it clear that 

you wouldn’t be going back. 

Home
B Y  W A R S A N  S H I R E

You have to understand, that no one 

puts their children in a boat unless the 

water is safer than the land. 

No one burns their palms under trains, 

beneath carriages, no one spends days 

and nights in the stomach of a truck 

feeding on newspaper unless the miles 

traveled means something more than 

journey. 

No one crawls under fences no one 

wants to be beaten, pitied, no one 

chooses refugee camps or strip 

searches where your body is left 

aching or prison, because prison is 

safer than a city of fire and one prison 

guard in the night is better than a 

truckload of men who look like your 

father.

No one could take it no one could 

stomach it no one skin would be tough 

enough. 

The go home blacks, refugees, dirty 

immigrants, asylum seekers, sucking 

our country dry. 

Niggers with their hands out, they 

smell strange savage, messed up their 

country and now they want to mess 

ours up.

How do the words the dirty looks, roll 

off your backs? Maybe because the 

blow is softer than a limb torn off or the 

words are more tender than fourteen 

men between your legs, or the insults 

are easier to swallow than rubble, than 

bone, than your child body in pieces. 

I want to go home, but home is the 

mouth of a shark, home is the barrel of 

the gun and no one would leave home 

unless home chased you to the shore. 

Unless home told you to quicken your 

legs, leave your clothes behind, crawl 

through the desert, wade through 

the oceans, drown, save, be hunger, 

beg, forget pride, your survival is more 

important.

No one leaves home until home is a 

sweaty voice in your ear saying leave, 

run away from me now. I don’t know 

what I’ve become but I know that 

anywhere is safer than here.
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E P I S O D E  5

There are more than 70 million people worldwide who have 

been forced to flee their homes.6 There have been more 

asylum seekers from the Northern Triangle in the last three 

years than the prior 15 years combined. Additionally, the 

number of children seeking asylum rose sharply to reach 

26,600, the highest on record (a 112 percent increase from 

2014 and a 236 percent increase from 2013). Guatemala 

and El Salvador were the main drivers of affirmative asylum 

applications for children from the region (4,325 and 3,671 

respectively).7

The migration process is arduous, costly, and dangerous. 

Migrants often pay high fees to coyotes (smugglers) to 

facilitate the migration process. In addition, extortion often 

occurs with officials, such as police and agents from Instituto 

Nacional de Migración (National Institute of Migration). In 

other cases, it occurs with locals, such as bus drivers, who 

threaten to alert officials. In one study, 43% of detained 

migrant women interviewed were victims of extortion in 

Mexico, and of the migrants from Central America, the 

majority also claimed had experienced extortion.

Criminal groups in Mexico kidnap more than 20,000 

migrants each year. The Mexican National Human Rights 

Commission (CNDH) reported that in six months spanning 

2008 and 2009, nearly 10,000 migrants were kidnapped, 

and in the first six months of 2011, 11,333 migrants were 

kidnapped. Once migrants are captured by criminal groups, 

their families are contacted for ransom money. Migrants 

whose families are unable to pay may be killed. Meanwhile, 

the migrants may face torture and abuse.

In addition to the risks of extortion, kidnapping, and violence 

that migrants face, migrant women are also vulnerable 

to sexual and gender-based violence, including rape and 

sexual assault. Women experience sexual violence and 

forced disappearances often near the border. According to 

Amnesty International, 60 percent of migrant women and 

girls are raped while migrating, while other data indicate 

that 80% of women experience rape and sexual assault 

during the migration process.8

6 https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html

7 https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Refugees_Asylees_2015.

pdf
8 https://unu.edu/publications/articles/fleeing-to-mexico-for-safety-the-peril-
ous-journey-for-migrant-women.html

CONTEXT/FACTS 
(READ BEFORE VIEWING):

S E E I N G  P E O P L E
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You shall not wrong a sojourner 

or oppress him, for you were 

sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 22:21 (ESV)

G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

Reflection: Repeat the exercise you saw 

in the film.

Could you please close your eyes, 

picture your house. The outside of the 

house, you’re pulling into the driveway, 

into your garage. Now picture the 

inside. Can you see all the rooms? 

Imagine all the things that are in those 

rooms. Some hanging objects? What’s 

on the walls? Suddenly, there’s a fire. 

Open your eyes. What did you take?

To note: Families that are fleeing 

violence in Central America are having 

to do this (leave quickly with very little). 

What they took is all they have left. 

Notes:

Both Lorena and her daughter mention 

how much they love Honduras and 

that they didn’t want to leave. Did this 

surprise you? How does this compare 

with some of the narratives we hear in 

the news or from politicians?

If you were forced to flee your home 

with your children and rely completely 

on the mercy and kindness of 

strangers, what would you hope for?

Lorena’s daughter describes her 

confusion about unwelcoming 

messages from the U.S. and shares 

how she imagines Honduras 

welcoming foreigners from the U.S. 

Have you ever traveled to another 

country outside of the U.S.? How were 

you received?

If you were forced to flee your home 

with your children to another country 

(where you didn’t speak the language 

or have any family), what would 

you hope for from that country or 

government?

R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E S : 

“When a stranger sojourns with 

you in your land, you shall not 

do him wrong. You shall treat the 

stranger who sojourns with you 

as the native among you, and 

you shall love him as yourself, for 

you were strangers in the land of 

Egypt: I am the Lord your God.

Leviticus 19:33-34 (ESV)

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)
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E P I S O D E  6

• The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) recently released the report “Women on the 

Run,” highlighting the violence affecting women in the 

Northern Triangle. The UNHCR interviewed Central 

American women seeking asylum in the United States, 

and found that 85% came from neighborhoods controlled 

by criminal armed groups. Women also experienced or 

were at risk of rape, assault, extortion, and other threats, 

which 64% of the women cited as their main reasons for 

migrating to the United States.

• Without the ability to safely live in their home countries, 

many women flee seeking international asylum and 

protection.

• Some women first sought asylum in Mexico before later 

seeking asylum in the United States, but the women 

reported their claims were more difficult to prove to 

Mexican authorities. Others fled to the United States not 

knowing enough about the protection system in Mexico, 

but would have attempted asylum in Mexico with better 

information and facilities. Other migrants purposely 

avoided asylum in Mexico. An asylum seeker from El 

Salvador in the United States explained to UNHCR: 

“Mexico [is] almost as bad as El Salvador. Why would I go 

there? That would be no escape. In fact, it could be worse, 

because I don’t know anyone there.”9

U P  C LO S E  &  P E R S O N A L

9 https://unu.edu/publications/articles/fleeing-to-mexico-for-safety-the-peril-
ous-journey-for-migrant-women.html

CONTEXT/FACTS 
(READ BEFORE VIEWING):
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He executes justice for the 

fatherless and the widow, and 

loves the sojourner, giving him 

food and clothing.

Deut. 10:18 (ESV)

“If any of your fellow Israelites 

become poor and are unable 

to support themselves among 

you, help them as you would a 

foreigner and stranger so they 

can continue to live among you.”

Lev 25:35 (NIV)

G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

Mothers worldwide want their kids to 

be safe, loved, and able to pursue a 

positive future. What do you hope for 

your kids?

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)

If you had to leave everything you 

knew to provide a better life for your 

children, what would be the hardest 

thing(s) to replace from your home/

community?

During this specific trip to Mexico, 

this group of women met with young 

adolescent mothers. Their mothers 

had fled their communities because 

of the violence done against them 

and their children. Reporting these 

instances to a corrupt and broken 

government system only provokes 

further discrimination and harm. 

What other options might you have to 

consider in this type of situation? 

While every country needs safe and 

secure borders, what might it look like 

to have a more welcoming approach 

to those who come to our borders to 

seek refuge in the U.S. (temporarily or 

permanently)?

Migrating can be a highly dangerous 

choice. Data shows that women face 

extreme vulnerability, with 60-80% of 

them suffering from rape and sexual 

assault during the migration process.10 

This is one of the many reasons 

women, children and families travel in 

large groups (sometimes caravans) as 

they find safety in numbers. Knowing 

this, what should our prayers be for 

families like Lorena’s?

‘Cursed be anyone who perverts 

the justice due to the sojourner, 

the fatherless, and the widow.’ And 

all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

Deut. 27:19 (ESV)

R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E S : 

10 https://unu.edu/publications/articles/fleeing-to-
mexico-for-safety-the-perilous-journey-for-migrant-
women.html
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E P I S O D E  7

Sexual and gender-based violence is a major factor pushing 

young women and girls to flee the Northern Triangle. In 

the first half of 2018, more than 2,000 pregnancies among 

girls ages 10-14 were reported in Guatemala. More than 

65% percent of women and girls in El Salvador report 

having experienced gender-based violence and 40% sexual 

violence. The National Emergency System in Honduras 

receives approximately 4,000 calls every month reporting 

domestic violence. Gang members are known to force girls, 

many age 15 or younger, to be their “girlfriends” under threat 

of sexual violence or physical death.11

W H E R E  D O  W E  G O  F R O M  H E R E ?

11 https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/SGBV-Fact-Sheet.-De-
cember-2018-new-1.pdf

CONTEXT/FACTS 
(READ BEFORE VIEWING):
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G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Personal reflection questions)

Notes:

Bri talks about how we can have a 

tendency to push these issues out of 

our minds in order to feel comfortable. 

Does this resonate with you? What 

fears do you have about engaging 

more deeply in this space?

D I S C U S S I O N  Q U E S T I O N S : 
(Suggested for group dialogue and discussion)

Notes:

Have you ever wanted to be a part of a 

community (maybe at church, school 

or work) but felt uninvited?

Have you ever been told “there wasn’t 

any room” in a particular group or 

community? How did that make you 

feel?

Is there any person outside Christ’s 

welcome? 

As Christ-followers, how does God’s 

constant and continuous welcome to 

us model how we should welcome 

others?

Many times throughout these 

episodes the trip participants affirm 

the mothers for their commitment to 

their children. If you could speak to 

one of the Central American mothers 

featured in the film, what would you 

say to her?

R E F L E C T I O N  V E R S E S : 

Matthew 25:31-46
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As we work to be 

stewards of biblical hospitality, 

we give thanks to God for the rich, 

diverse world that He created 

for all of us to live 

and flourish.

Our Prayer of Welcome.

May we be people of welcome, 

defined by Christ-like love and 

hospitality. May we work to create 

space in our hearts and communities 

to receive immigrants in Jesus’ name 

and seek their peace.

We confess the ways that we have not 

seen, heard or loved our neighbors 

well. We ask that God would open our 

eyes so that we can see His face in our 

neighbors and may they reveal more 

and more of His character, joy, sorrows, 

strength, and delight.

When others speak against immigrants 

may we be known as women who 

choose compassion over hate, 

generosity over self, courage over fear.

May those who plant, sow, and harvest 

food be welcome at our tables to share 

in the hospitality of a lovingly prepared 

meal. May our eyes and hearts be 

open as we move through our every 

day, eager to experience and join in 

where God is at work in the world.

May we be stewards of Christ’s 

peace and ambassadors of goodwill 

and grace, striving to build bridges 

toward one another, helping to heal 

what divides us. May we learn to 

walk together toward healing and 

wholeness.

As we work to be stewards of Biblical 

hospitality, we give thanks to God for 

the rich, diverse world that He created 

for all of us to live and flourish. Amen.
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At Welcome. we believe that we don’t have to share the same 

political background or personal beliefs. We hope to find 

consensus is in our desire to glorify God through engaging in 

Biblical hospitality towards the sojourner. What does that mean 

exactly? It means we move forward to engage the issues of our 

time, of our communities, and of our country with a healthy fear of 

God and a steadfast care and compassion for others who are less 

fortunate than we are. We believe that we can be a safe country 

and a compassionate country, that these things are not mutually 

exclusive concepts. Safe and secure borders are needed for 

the health and well-being of Americans, and those who wish to 

seek refuge in America. Compassionate and humane treatment 

of those in U.S. custody is foundational to who we say we are as 

Christians and Americans. Just laws and merciful policies are 

simply the outward expressions of a confident and strong people 

who truly love God and love others as He commanded.

So now that you’ve seen a few real-life stories you’re most likely 

asking, what can I do? Could I truly make a difference for a 

family like Lorena’s, or a single mother fleeing violence? We’re 

encouraged that God has surfaced these questions in your heart 

and mind. We trust that as we continue engaging in welcome 

together He will give you the wisdom to know when and how to 

move forward. 

We’d love for you to join our community of women who are also 

seeking answers and stepping into brave new spaces. We hope 

you’ll stay connected with us online or at: 

WelcomingImmigrants.org.

When we are moved by the Spirit to engage more deeply into 

brave spaces, our fears can quickly paralyze our movement 

forward. But know this: moving towards vulnerable people could 

never be outside the will of God because Jesus always moved 

in this direction. His heart was for the marginalized, the tortured, 

the sick, the traitor and the outcast. He had dinner with those that 

others perceived as the enemy. He invited them to share fully and 

openly at His table. 

You’ll still have unanswered questions, and even more likely, 

internal conflict about political, personal or professional affiliations. 

And yet you’re invited to simply take one step at a time. We don’t 

have to know all the answers to care or to move forward in love. 

Immigration policy is complicated, but personhood is not. We are 

compelled to move forward in knowledge and in action because 

God loves these vulnerable men, women, and children. They are 

made in His image and have immeasurable worth and value. We 

are further motivated by the Scripture’s mandate to love others 

just as much as we love ourselves. 

We must ask ourselves, “What will happen to them if 

I do nothing?”

Conclusion

H O W TO  H E L P 

Lament/Pray 

Volunteer

Donate

Advocate online

Advocate within your community

Engage your church

Engage with your elected officials

Immersion trips

We look forward to growing with 
you and engaging more tangibly 
and actively in Biblical hospitality.

We hope you’ll share your 
stories of courage and 

Biblical welcome with us. 

Find and join our 
community online at

WelcomingImmigrants.org

ChristLikeWelcome

Welcome.WomenGroup

@ChristLikeWelcome

Christ Like Welcome
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Some people will not 

understand what the love 

of Christ compels you to do. 

Do it anyway. 

S H E I L A WA L S H

P R AY

Pray not just for those in need, but that God might 

continue to shape our hearts and minds, giving 

us discernment and wisdom on how to engage 

others with Biblical welcome and hospitality in our 

local communities and in our national discussions.

L E A R N

Commit to be transformed by God’s word and not 

conformed to the ways of the world. This includes 

thinking critically and prayerfully about how we 

can apply what we learn in Scripture to what is 

happening in the world today. 

Suggested resources:

• Welcome. Kids 
Activity Kit 
(free download*)

• Ruth & Naomi Bible Study 
Welcome. small group Bible study 
(free download*)

• Who is Welcome Here film 
Welcome. documentary with 
discussion guides 
(free download*)

• Welcoming the Stranger 
Book by Matthew Soerens and Jenny Yang

• Love Undocumented 
Book by Sarah Quezada 

• The God Who Sees 
Book by Karen González

 

*Download available at: WelcomingImmigrants.org

A C T

Volunteer with migrant and refugee service 
organizations in your community.

Donate to organizations and ministries that are 
helping meet the needs of migrants: 

• World Relief

• KIND (Kids in Need of Defense)

Advocate within your spheres of influence and 
online

• Stay connected with the Welcome. Women 
online community and World Relief for 
helpful articles, webinars, and resources to 
share. 

Advocate within your community

• Host a Who is Welcome Here film viewing 
event

• Host a film discussion group 

• Invite a Welcome. or World Relief speaker to 
an event. Visit WelcomingImmigrants.org for 
recommended speaker list.

• COMING SOON: Start a local Welcome. 
chapter 

Advocate within your church

• Host a film viewing event

• Small group studies (Who is Welcome Here 
film, Ruth & Naomi Bible Study)

• Welcome. Kids— Activity Kit 

• Invite a Welcome. or World Relief speaker to 
an event. Visit WelcomingImmigrants.org for 
recommended speaker list.  

Engage your elected officials

• Look up your state representatives, call or 
leave messages stating your concern for 
vulnerable migrants.

• Write a letter or e-mail stating your concern 
for migrant families.

What Can I Do?



W H O  I S  W E L C O M E  H E R E


