(Oo_sm

é&eo?



Ruth + Naomi Women of Welcome
b a conmumwg,

Dedicated to diving into the whole of Scripture to understand God’s heart for the

This Study Belongs to:

immigrant and refugee. We believe God calls us to a deep love for the vulnerable,

the marginalized, and the forgotten. Together we are on a journey to understand
biblical hospitality in an authentic way. Therefore, we seek to learn, engage, and

grow to be more like Christ in our welcome toward the sojourner.

Start Date:

Women of Welcome was founded in 2017 and is a collaborative partnership between

World Relief and The National Immigration Forum.

Join the community and conversation:

@WomenofWelcome
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From The Writers How To Use This Study

What You'll N
Ruth & Naomi Bible + Book Study at You'll Need

Fruenddship. Family. Loyalty. Bible
HOAW,&L% .'an.zg}w,uon Ruth & Naomi Study Guide

Welcoming the Stranger—book by

M. Soerens & J. Yang (optional)

Ruth and Naomi—two of the most beloved women of the Bible—give us a
model of Christ-like love and friendship. They also show us what it’s like to be
immigrant women in difficult times.

According to the Book of Ruth, Naomi’s family left Bethlehem in Judah due to Stu dy StYIe

a famine that threatened their livelihood. When Naomi’s husband and sons
died, she traveled back to Judah with her daughter-in-law, Ruth. After Naomi
urged Ruth to return to her homeland, Ruth promised loyalty, saying, “Where

This study was designed to be an

individual or small group study.
you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people

and your God my God” (1:16).
Each week will follow the same format:

These brave women knew what it felt like to be strangers in a foreign land. Bible Reading

They understood the promise and challenge of moving to a new place to seek

Guide Readi
opportunity for their family. uide Reading

Discussion Questions

Across the globe today, vulnerable women and men are fleeing violence and Prayer

persecution and working to provide their families with the resource they need

to live and the opportunities to give them hope.
If you choose to also read Welcoming the Stranger for

Women of Welcome is committed to supporting immigrant women and men this study (optional), we encourage you to read the
who are seeking opportunity and hope. Our prayer is that the Church would book before starting the study, or simply go at your own
rise to fulfill her calling to imitate Christ-like welcome towards vulnerable pace to finish the book within the 5 week study.

people. Let’s join with Ruth and say, “your people will be my people.”

This study was created by Katelyn Beaty, Sarah Quezada and Briana Stensrud and is adapted from “Welcoming the Stranger” and “The Stranger,”
two study guides written by Jenny Yang and Matthew Soerens of World Relief. All rights reserved.
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S Week Study Format

Ruth 1 & Guide:
What Does the Bible Say About Immigrants?

Ruth 2 & Guide:
From Policy to Real People

Week Three

Ruth 3 & Guide:
Immigrants & The Church

Ruth 4 & Guide:
Understanding the Refugee Crisis

How Can We Respond?

Week
One
What Does
the Bible Say
About

Immigrants?




This Week's Study

Old Testament + Immigration
New Testament + Immigration

Romans 13

Read Ruth 1 in your Bible; highlight or underline
every example of hesed

Read Week One in Guide
'«'?»fx_»_ boiil + - f AR Start Welcoming the Stranger book (optional)

Journal or discuss questions with small group

Hesed:

Hebrew word
loyal love & kindness.
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Many Christians today don’t think of immigration as a biblical issue. It's not a common
subject of sermons, and polls suggest that most Christians do not think of immigration
primarily through the lens of their faith, but rather as a political or economic issue.

Yet Scripture speaks repeatedly on how we are to treat the immigrants in our midst. The
Hebrew word, ger, is translated “foreigner” or “immigrant” and appears 92 separate
times in the Old Testament. Here are a few examples of passages that might inform our
thinking about this topic:

Do not mistreat or oppress a foreigner, for you were foreigners in Egypt.
(Ex. 22:21)

When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them.
The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born.
Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. [ am the Lord your God.
(Lev. 19:33-34)

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner
residing among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are to love those
who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.
(Deut. 10:18-19)

Do not mistreat or oppress
Do not plot evil against each other. a foreigner' for you were

Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor.

(Zech. 7:10)

foreigners in Egypt.

“So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers,
adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, E xod u s 2 2 : 2 I
who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among
you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty.
(Mal. 3:5 NIV)
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Old Testament + Immigration

“You Must Also Love Immigrants”

Throughout the Old Testament,
God gives specific and repeated
commands to his people

about how immigrants are to
be treated. Your experience
might be like many other
believers who begin to look for
immigrants in the Scriptures.
Once you start intentionally
looking, you start to wonder,
“How had I not noticed all these
passages before?” Scripture is
clear. Immigrants matter to
God.

Many key characters in the
biblical narrative themselves
cross borders at one point or
another. Abraham migrates on
multiple occasions: he leaves
his homeland following a divine
promise that God will make him
into a great nation and through
him bless many nations. Later,
he travels into Egypt in search
of food. Repeatedly in the
biblical story—as is often the
case today—hunger motivates

migration.

12 | Ruth + Naomi Bible Study

Ruth presents another
immigrant story. When famine
hits her native land of Moab,
Ruth follows her mother-in-
law, Naomi, to Israel. Ruth goes
to the fields and distinguishes
herself by her hard work.
Eventually, she finds favor in
the eyes of the field owner,
Boaz, “even though she is a
Moabite, to whom the law was
less than favorable.” In God's
divine plan, this immigrant
woman goes on to become the
grandmother of King David and

an ancestor of Jesus.

In addition to the many
stories of immigrants within
the Old Testament, God also
has very specific instructions
to his people about how to
treat immigrants. In fact,

he commands the Israelites
not to mistreat or oppress an
immigrant precisely because
they should “know what it’s like
to be an immigrant, because
[they] were immigrants in the

land of Egypt.”

God commands his people to
treat immigrants very differently
than the way they saw modeled
by the Egyptians, who abused
the Israelites living in their
midst. He tells the Israelites that
the immigrant living among
them “must be treated as one
of your native-born.” As he

lays out the law for his people,
God repeatedly states that “the
same law applies both to the
native-born and to the foreigner
residing among you.” He
commands the Israelites to love
their neighbors as themselves
and then mandates that they

do so: “Any immigrant who
lives with you must be treated
as if they were one of your
citizens. You must love them as

yourself.”

God’s command to care for
immigrants and others who
are vulnerable goes beyond
generic commands: he also
legislates specific rules for his
people to ensure that they
provide for the needs of the

vulnerable. He tells them to go
over their wheat, grape, and
olive harvests just one time,
then to leave what was left

over “to the immigrants, the
orphans, and the widows.” In
many of our churches today,

we are encouraged to set aside

a tithe of our income to help
compensate pastors and other
church staff for their service,
but God mandated the Israelites
that the tithe of their first fruits
be given “to the Levites” (the
religious officials) but also to
“the immigrants, the orphans,
and the widows so they can

eat in your cities until they are
full.”

How had | not

noticed all these

passages before?

Any immigrant
who lives with
you must be treated
as if they were one
of your citizens.
You must love them

as yourself.




New Testament + Immigration

“I Was a Stranger and You Invited Me In”

D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
What is Biblical Hospitality?

A repeated theme in the New Testament is the command to “practice
hospitality.” While many of us think of hospitality as making a nice
meal for our friends or having a guest room available for traveling
relatives, the biblical concept of hospitality extends beyond these
practices. The Greek word for hospitality is philoxenia: literally,

“the love of strangers.” It’s not particularly difficult to love our
friends—even the tax collectors and pagans of Jesus’ time did that—
but Christ’s call is for us to love those who are unknown to us, even

when that radically challenges our cultural norms.

In showing kindness and love to immigrants and others who may

be strangers to us, we are presented with the possibility that we
might unexpectedly find a blessing. Scripture suggests that, by
extending hospitality to a stranger, we may be entertaining angels
unaware. Jesus takes the idea even further: he tells his disciples

that by welcoming in a stranger who is “one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine,” they have welcomed him, and will thus
be welcomed by Jesus into his kingdom. Conversely, by failing to

welcome a stranger, they have snubbed him and will face judgment.

The Greek word
for hospitality
is philoxenia:

“the love of strangers.”




What About Romans 13?

“Let Everyone Be Subject to the Governing Authorities”

D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
What Do We Do With
Romans 137
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The commands to welcome, advocate for, and love immigrants

are unequivocal and numerous throughout the Bible. What the
Bible never specifically addresses, though, is how to interact with
immigrants who have broken the law. How can Christians reconcile
the command to be hospitable with the biblical mandate to obey the
government?

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority,” the
apostle Peter writes to the early Christians, “whether to the emperor,
as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right” (1
Pet. 2:14). Paul sets a similar standard in his letter to the church at
Rome: “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there
is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities
that exist have been established by God” (Rom. 13:1).

Undocumented immigrants have, by definition, violated the law and
thus, some would say, should be deported. Romans 13 and other
passages commanding us to submit to governmental authorities have
important ramifications for thinking biblically about immigration,
but we must read them within the whole of Scripture.

For the undocumented believer, reading Romans 13 gives a different
perspective than that of a citizen. They are here unlawfully, and many
undocumented Christians have anguished over this reality. They
desperately want to be right with the civil authorities, but they also
want to provide for their families, something that many struggled

to do and ultimately determined was impossible for them in the
impoverished nations from which they emigrated. It’s important

for citizens who are critical of
undocumented immigrants to
remember that providing for
one’s family is also a strong
divine command: “Anyone

who does not provide for their
relatives, and especially for their
own household, has denied

the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8). Many
feel torn between this command
and the mandate in Romans

13 to submit to governmental
authorities. Christians may
disagree about the right
decision—to stay and provide
for one’s family, or to leave to
fully comply with U.S. law. But
we all can agree that a legal
system that puts individuals

in this dilemma is flawed, and
that a better, more just system is
needed.

While believers hold the
tension of these commands,
we must also do so in light of
Genesis 1:27-28. Every person
we engage with is made in

the image of God. When we
start to see people as God sees
them, our calling to show
philoxenia (hospitality; love
toward the stranger) is never
in question. Sharing a meal,
helping families learn English,
offering an invitation to church,

helping kids with homework

or providing legal advice (with
the proper governmental
accreditation) are not unlawful.
Those who are here trying to
provide for their families are
doing so with a deep conviction
to make a better life for their
families. As Christians, we know
that “man does not live by bread
alone.” For families who feel
alone and live in the shadows
of our communities, we have an
opportunity to play such a huge
role in serving and welcoming
immigrants into the Church;
introducing them to a life-
saving relationship with Christ.
We can and should minister
freely and still be submitting

to governmental authorities.

As Saddleback Church pastor
Rick Warren says, “The church
must always show compassion,
always...A good Samaritan
doesn’t stop and ask the injured
person, ‘Are you here legally or
illegally?”“

Many Christian leaders have
concluded that our current
immigration laws are not
good: they are hampering

our economy, our national
security, the social cohesion of
our country, and immigrants
themselves. Moreover, the

current situation makes a
mockery of the rule of law,
which is held up in Romans 13,
because the laws are so out of
sync with the movement of our
free market economy. Rather
than deal with the economic
maladies that would result
from enforcing an illogical law,
the government only rarely
penalizes either the employers
or the immigrants who violate
the law. The inconsistency of
enforcement and penalties
erodes the meaning of these
laws, sending employers and
immigrants mixed signals.

In a democracy like the United
States, this reflects poorly on all
of us: part of submitting to the
governmental authorities in a
democracy is actively engaging
in democracy, advocating

with our legislators to reform
immigration laws in ways that
make sense for our economy
and security, and putting into
place a system that gives honor
to the law and mercy to the
immigrant.
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What is our
U.S. Immigration Policy?

What's working?

What's not working?

Visit:
WomenofWelcome.com

Resources Page:
Immigration Overview

Thoughtful Questions

1. Most Christians don’t tend to think of immigration as a biblical issue. Have you ever
thought of it as such?

2. Have you ever thought of certain figures in Scripture as immigrants, crossing borders
for a variety of reasons? How many figures in the Bible can you think of who were
immigrants, and what circumstances does Scripture tell us motivated their migration?

3. Have you ever been a stranger somewhere? Were you worried about who would
welcome you or show you kindness?

4. How many examples of hesed could you find in Ruth 1?

5. What are some of the hardest thoughts and questions you want to reconcile concerning
immigrants/refugees?

6. How do you think Christians can best apply passages that call us to love and welcome
immigrants while also upholding the biblical commands to respect the rule of law?
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Dear Lord,

Thank you for revealing
your heart for sojourners in
your Word. Thank you for
your compassionate heart
for all who travel to remote

lands seeking safety and
security. Help your Church
befriend the sojourners
in our midst in ways that
honor the call to uphold
the rule of law.

—

Amen.







This Week's Study

What You'll Need

TV or computer
Internet connection

Access to YouTube:
http://bit.ly/
TheStrangerYouTube

This week, we will focus on
three stories of immigrants

and Christians whose lives are
affected by current immigration
laws. We invite you to watch
and discuss The Stranger, a short
documentary highlighting
immigrants and the Christian
response to immigration in
America. The documentary,
written and directed by Emmy
Award-winning producer

Linda Midgett, shares the
stories of Maria, Liuan, and
Diane and Bruce Stewart.

The film chronicles their
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Read Ruth 2 in your Bible

Read Week 2 in Guide/Watch The Stranger Film

Journal or discuss questions with small group

Continue reading Welcoming the Stranger book

(optional)

journeys, highlights what the
Bible says about immigrants,
and addresses some common
misconceptions about the
immigration debate.

You will meet a single mother
working to provide for her four
children while living in fear that
she could be separated from
them; a recent college graduate
who may need to take care of
her siblings if her parents are
deported; and an immigrant
family who has gone through
dramatic trials as they try to

work their way through the
labyrinth of U.S. immigration
law.

The core message of The Stranger
is simple: the immigration issue
is fundamentally about people—
human beings whom Scripture
tells us are made in God’s image
and for whom Jesus Christ died.
Many are already our brothers
and sisters in Christ, and their
suffering compels us to act on
their behalf.

Maria's Story

Maria came to the United States
at age 16 with her boyfriend.
After they married and had
children, her husband became
abusive. Maria’s four children
are U.S. citizens. They live in
fear that their mother, who is
residing in the United States
unlawfully, will be deported.
This is stressful both for Maria
and her children. In the midst
of a difficult situation, though,
Maria has also found the hope
of a relationship with Jesus.

In The Stranger, Maria talks
about wanting to get right with
the law, though there isn’t
currently a way for her to do so,
short of her leaving her children
and returning to Mexico
without knowing when she can
come back to the U.S.

Her pastor and his wife,
Meghan, have been frustrated
by the limitations of the current
immigration system, which

in the vast majority of cases,
does not allow someone who is
present unlawfully to earn legal
status. “We hear people talking
all the time about how they
just need to get in the back of
the line with everybody else,”
Meghan says. “There is no line.”
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Liuan’s
Story
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Liuan immigrated to the U.S.
from China at age 3 with her
parents under her father’s
student visa. Liuan was able to
become a Lawful Permanent
Resident along with her father
when he was sponsored by

an employer for an employer-
sponsored visa. Eventually,
Liuan went on to become

a naturalized citizen. Her
mom, however, missed that
opportunity: because Liuan’s
parents divorced, she was

not eligible for a green card
when her daughter and ex-
husband were, and she became
undocumented.

After her parents divorced,
Liuan’s mom remarried and
had two children, both of
whom are U.S. citizens. Despite
the immigration legal status
issues faced by her mother and
stepfather, Liuan describes her
childhood as pretty typical. As a
teenager, Liuan was invited by
a friend to church, where she
became a Christian. Eventually,
she was able to help lead her
parents, who had grown up as
atheists in Communist China,
to Jesus as well.

Some years later, when Liuan
was in college, her family’s
life was dramatically disrupted
when both her mother and
stepfather were informed that
they were facing deportation
orders. Liuan’s stepfather

was detained in a detention
center for several months

before being deported back

to China. Her mother spent
years and significant sums of
money trying to stay lawfully
in the United States to support
their children. In the midst

of this challenge, Liuan
contemplated taking in her
younger siblings, should her
mother also be deported. She
sees the emotional impact on
her younger brother and sister,
ages 9 and 7 at the time their
father was detained, as they are
separated from their father and
face the uncertainty of being
separated from their mother

or having to move to a foreign
country.

In the midst of this challenging
situation for her family, Liuan
finds comfort and support from
her local church. She trusts in
God to provide for her family.

Detention and deportation
policies impact many

more individuals than just
immigrants. As Liuan’s story
illustrates, many American
citizens are affected as well.

Extra Verses
to Read

James 1:22
I Timothy 2:1-3

Deuteronomy 3I1:6
Proverbs 31:8-9
Matthew 28:19-20

The Stewarts' Story

Bruce Stewart, who taught

special intelligence reading to
the U.S. military, and his wife,
Dianne, a public relations
expert, came to the U.S. on
work visas. Their two children
came as children and consider
themselves more American than
South African.

To their surprise and dismay,
the attorney whom the
Stewarts had contracted to
help process their green card
applications turned out to

be a fraud. Despite trying to
do everything lawfully, their
visas expired and they became
undocumented. They tried
every legal pathway to reinstate
their status. After experiencing

significant financial and
emotional hardship to reapply
for legal residency, most of

the family now has temporary
legal status and is waiting

for new permanent residence
applications to be approved.
However, the Stewarts still face
the possibility of separation, as
their adult daughter has “aged
out” and cannot be included in
the application.

You have now heard the stories of Maria, Liuan, and the Stewarts.

While each of their families’ immigration experiences is unique, they have something very important in

common: during times of great hardship and uncertainty, it was their Christian faith and community that

kept them going. You and your church can play a significant part in praying for, helping,

and advocating on behalf of the immigrants in your congregation and community.
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D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome L :
YouTube Channel ot e &

Search for:
Why Don'’t People Get in Line?

Thoughtful Questions

1. Ruth was a Moabite. Moabites were considered a cursed people (Deut. 23:3) for their
treatment of the Hebrews as they sojourned out of Egypt. But how does Chapter 2 tell us that
Boaz responded to her?

2. In your Bible, highlight/underline all the examples of mercy and kindness Boaz extends to
Ruth.

3. How does this passage challenge us to respond to those sojourning in our midst?

4. If you were in the position of the pastor and wife who befriended Maria and her family,
how would you respond to their situation?

5. The Stewarts had more resources—both monetarily and in terms of connections with
influential leaders in government—than the average immigrant family, but they still went
through a challenging process to try to get legal status. What does this tell you about the
complexity of our immigration legal system?

6. What stereotypes do we have about immigrants in general? How have these stereotypes been
challenged (or affirmed) by the stories in the film?
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Notes:

Dear Lord,

Thank you for stitching the
members of the body of Christ
1k together. Thank you that i in :

'.‘ '.;j..l 3

#1  trials and uncertainty, you
prowde comfort through your

| presence of Christian brothers
__-:.{._a_-.-fand sisters. Give us the courage
; j-::‘i-to rally around those affected
by current immigration laws.
" | Help us to respond with
kmdness and compassion and e
- to advocate for a better way
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Week
Three

Immigrants
&
The Church

This Week's Study

Read Ruth 3 in your Bible

Read Week 3 in Guide

Journal or discuss questions with small group

Continue reading Welcoming the Stranger book (optional)

In The Stranger film, Pastor
Wilfredo “Choco” De Jesus,
who pastors a large Assemblies
of God church in Chicago, and
Barrett Duke, (at the time)
vice president for public policy
and research for the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission,
discuss various dynamics of
importance as Christians
consider their response to
immigration.

On one hand, immigration
accounts for some of the most
dramatic church growth in
the United States. In many
denominations and local
churches, immigrants and their
children account for the only
net growth in decades. This
happens both as immigrants
who are already believers
enter the country (legally

and illegally) and join local
churches, and also as churches
invite newcomers who are not
yet believers, sharing the hope
of the gospel. Immigration
presents an opportunity to
“make disciples of all nations”
(Matt. 28:19) right in our own
communities.

As more immigrants join local
churches, though, Christians
are being forced to wrestle
with the complex realities
faced by the immigrants who
are our brothers and sisters in
Christ. When one part of the
body suffers, Scripture tells us,
every part suffers with it (1
Cor. 12:12). That means that
all believers—even those who
may not worship alongside
immigrants every Sunday—are
connected to this issue.

While celebrating the reality
that more people are becoming
followers of Jesus as a result

of immigration, both Pastor

de Choco and Dr. Duke are
clear that the rule of law must
be respected as we consider
immigration issues. They draw
the distinction between the
immigration reforms that they
advocate—which would include
penalties for those who have
violated immigration laws

and would create a process by
which qualifying immigrants
could then earn legal status and
citizenship—and amnesty, which
would simply ignore and forgive
the violation, which both
believe is not the best solution.
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Immigration

presents an

opportunity

to “make
disciples of all
nations”

Matthew
28:19

They Are Us

How many churches are in your
community? 10? 50? 100?

The Bible has an exact answer
to that question, regardless of
the community you live in: “In
Christ we, though many, form
one body, and each member
belongs to all the others” (Rom.
12:5). While we may worship
in different buildings on Sunday
and be divided by ethnicity,
language, and denomination,
Scripture makes clear that there
is one universal Church. Jesus’
prayer for us, as his disciples, is
that we would be one just as he
is one with the Father, “so that
the world may believe” (John
17:21). If we want to live out
God’s mission, we need to do so
in unity.

This has some important
ramifications as we think
about immigration because
immigrants are a significant
and growing segment of the
church in the United States.
Research by Todd Johnson at
Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary finds that immigrant
congregations are growing
more quickly than any

other segment of American

Christianity, a reality that many
denominations are experiencing
as well.

The arrival of immigrants to
our country is much more than
a complex issue for the society
outside of our church walls, but
an internal challenge that has
become very personal. As the
former president of the National
Association of Evangelicals,
Leith Anderson says, “They are
us.” Paul wrote to the church
at Corinth that each part of
the church is indispensable and
interdependent, so that “The
eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I
don’t need you!’ And the head
cannot say to the feet, ‘I don’t
need you!’” Likewise, the local
church composed primarily of
white Americans cannot say to
the Hispanic church, “I don't
need you,” nor the African
American church to the Korean
church, and vice-versa. Each
part needs the other.

We are also told, “If one part
[of the Church] suffers, every
part suffers with it” (1 Cor.
12:26). If many Christians are
unaware of the suffering that

comes because of a broken
immigration system—families
divided by backlogs, the

trauma of a church member
being deported, the economic
challenges of providing for
children left behind when

a parent has been detained

by authorities—it is because
churches in our country are
still largely segregated. Despite
the enormous growth of the
immigrant church, many
American Christians don’t
know an immigrant believer.
This lack of relationship makes
it easier to form opinions about
immigrants based on television,
radio, or Internet reports that
may not be accurate.

We need to intentionally get to
know our brothers and sisters
who share a common faith in
Christ but who may worship

in a different language, in a
different cultural style, and in
different buildings. While we
can learn about immigration by
reading and discussing online,
deeper learning happens in the
context of relationship with
those whose experiences are very
different from our own.

The presence of immigrants
within the Church, and the
relationships that form across
ethnic and legal status lines

as the Church diversifies, do
not resolve the complicated
questions of how to respond to
immigration policy. But they do
mean that if we are followers
of Christ, we cannot simply
ignore the discussion because
it is “not our problem.” It is
our problem—and could be our
solution.

In Christ we, though many, form
one body, and each member

belongs to all the others...

Romans 12:5




E‘._ I

f Goin g Deeper Thoughtful Questions

1. In Ruth 3, we see that Boaz takes up Ruth’s cause, her need for a redeemer. In verse 18, Naomi reminds
Ruth of the character of Boaz, “the man will not rest but will settle the matter today.” Ruth’s plight
didn’t have to be Boaz’s priority. But as a man of God he knew of Naomi and Ruth’s suffering and
took it upon himself to make a way forward for them, either by holding another “closer redeemer”

Videos to Watch o accountable or by doing so personally himself.

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel 2

. When one part of the body suffers, Scripture tells us that every part suffers with it (1 Cor. 12:12).
Search for: That means that all believers- even those who may not worship alongside immigrants every Sunday-

How Does Immigration Reshape are connected to this issue. For those of us who aren’t directly affected by difficult migration stories
the American Church?

and immigration policies, what are some of the ways the Church could be suffering (without overtly
knowing so) because of this issue?

3. How could you seize the opportunity to “make disciples of all nations” in your community?

4. In what ways do you think immigrant believers might be a blessing to the Church in the United States?

5. Some in our society tend to think about violations of immigration law in a distinct way from other
violations of law, but the reality is that most of us have violated one law or another at some point. Can
you think of any examples of laws that you may have violated? What were the consequences? Do you
think there is ever a role for grace in the enforcement of law?
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Notes:

growth of the Church in our
country among immigrari"
families. Thank you that you are
bringing people together who
were previously divided by ethnic
and national borders. Give us the
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This Week's Study

Read Ruth 4 in your Bible
Read Week 4 in Guide

Journal or discuss questions with small
group

Watch Who is Welcome Here Film
(optional)

Week

Continue reading Welcoming the Stranger
Four

book (optional)

Understanding the

Refugee Crisis This study has so far focused on

immigrants. But we also want to
highlight a distinct group of
immigrants who we believe are

uniquely vulnerable: refugees.
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Who is a Refugee?

Millions of refugees throughout
the world are forced to flee
their homes because of violence
and persecution, often leaving
everything behind and crossing
international borders in order
to find safety. Refugees have a
difficult journey as they leave
what’s familiar, often with
nothing but the clothes on
their back, and find themselves
in vulnerable situations in the
country to which they flee.

A refugee is defined by the
United States as “a person
who is outside his or her
country of nationality or last
habitual residence and is
unable or unwilling to return
to that country because of
persecution or a well-founded
fear of persecution on account
of race, religion, nationality,
membership in a particular
social group, or political
opinion.”

By the end of 2019, 79.5
million individuals were forcibly
displaced worldwide as a result
of persecution, conflict, violence
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or human rights violations.

The refugee crisis is particularly
acute in the Middle East,

where civil war and the violent
terrorism of ISIS have driven
people, including Christians
living in some of the oldest
Christian heritage sites, out of
their homelands and seeking
shelter in Europe and North
America. Many refugees suffer
great trauma and distress due to
war and conflict, often having
seen family members killed or
tortured. Others have suffered
religious persecution and are
targeted by their own country
leaders for their religious beliefs.

As refugees flee violence and
persecution, they often find
themselves in vulnerable
situations in the country

to which they flee. Many
refugees seeking safety in
another country end up in
massive refugee camps, where
international assistance is
critical to provide food, shelter
and water. These camps are
often composed of plastic
tents, food is scarce, and crime

History of U.S. the
Resettlement Program

is rampant. Other refugees The United States has a long history of welcoming refugees. Since 1975, the country has resettled more

find themselves in urban than 3 million refugees. The U.S. Resettlement Program (USRP) was formalized with the Refugee Act of

settings where they do not 1980; since then, annual admissions have ranged from a high of 207,116 in 1980 to a low cap of 18,000

speak the language and need in 2020. Each year, the President, in consultation with Congress, determines the maximum number of

to find employment to support refugees who may be admitted to the United States. In recent years, most of those resettled have been

themselves and their families. refugees from Iraq, Burma, Bhutan, Iran, Somalia, Burundi, the former Soviet Union, and Cuba.

Many refugees have to adjust to

their new lives in another land In 2017, at the beginning of his presidency, Donald Trump temporarily suspended immigration from

while waiting for their home several Muslim-majority countries, in part to keep out radical Islamic terrorists. In response, more than

countries to become safe. 500 prominent evangelical leaders urged the President to reverse the temporary ban and the dramatic

reduction of the total refugees that America would accept in 2017. According to Pew Research:

Refugees have
a difficult
journey as they

leave what's
familiar, often
with nothing
but the clothes
on their back.

In fiscal 2017 (Oct. 1, 2016, to
Sept. 30, 2017), about 53,700
refugees resettled in the U.S. - a
figure that reflects a temporary
freeze on refugee admissions
that Trump ordered shortly after
taking office. The following
year, Trump’s first full fiscal year
in office, he set the nation’s
refugee ceiling at 45,000, a

new low at the time, and the
U.S. ultimately admitted about
22,500. Trump then set the
refugee ceiling at 30,000 for the
fiscal year that ended Sept. 30,
2019, and refugee admissions
reached this cap.

For fiscal 2020, Trump set a
ceiling of 18,000 refugees (but
refugees resettlement numbers
only came to 10,800 by year’s
end). For fiscal year 2021,
which starts Oct 1, 2020 he has
set a ceiling of 15,000 refugees.

Overall, the U.S. has admitted
about 76,200 refugees so far
under the Trump administration
(Jan. 20, 2017, to Sept. 30,
2019). By comparison, the U.S.
admitted nearly 85,000 refugees
in fiscal 2016 alone, the last

full fiscal year of the Obama
administration.*

*https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/10/07/key-facts-about-refugees-to-the-u-s
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Once refugees are identified for resettlement, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) refers refugees to resettlement countries, including the United States, Canada, Australia,

Denmark, Sweden and 17 other countries. Refugees then have to go through a series of security screenings:

every single refugee is interviewed in-person by a Department of Homeland Security official, fingerprinted,
and medically screened before being admitted to the United States. The process can take years per person.

Once a refugee passes the security screenings and medical checks, they are assigned to one of about ten
nonprofit “voluntary agencies” in the United States. One of the most active groups is World Relief, the
relief arm of the National Association of Evangelicals. World Relief helps refugees arrive safely and adjust
to life in the United States. A refugee is then assigned a flight to come to the United States and takes
out a travel loan, which the refugee will pay back upon arrival in the U.S. Before their arrival, refugees
have a short cultural orientation, which provides them with a basic English lesson and rudimentary
understandings of life in the United States, including what to expect upon arrival.
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All refugees

who come to
the United
States have
to overcome
tremendous
mental and
physical

distress.

Adjusting to Life in
the United States

When refugees arrive,
voluntary agencies provide
services including locating
housing, reception at the
airport, orientation to the
community, facilitation of
health screenings, follow-up on
health issues, school enrollment
for children, enrollment for
public benefits that will help
support the refugees until they
reach self-sufficiency, help
finding employment, assistance
with cultural adjustment, and
English language instruction.
Unlike most other immigrants,
refugees are eligible to receive
limited cash assistance through
different governmental
programs, but the goal of

these programs is for refugees
to achieve self-sufficiency

in a short period of time,
limiting dependency on welfare
programs.

Refugees face many challenges
upon arrival to the U.S. The
first challenge is adjusting to

a new community, including

settling themselves into a new
home, enrolling their children
in school, and trying to learn
English. Another great challenge
is finding a job to be able to
support themselves and their
families.

Refugees come from a variety of
backgrounds. Some refugees are
well-educated and have a good
grasp of English, while others
come with little education

and may need assistance in
navigating basic amenities

such as escalators, running
water, stoves, and microwaves.
All refugees who come to the
United States, regardless of their
educational background, often
have to overcome tremendous
mental and physical
distress—including, in many
cases, PTSD—from previous
persecution.
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How Can Christians
Love Refugees?

Christians play an integral

role in welcoming refugees to
the United States and helping
them integrate into American
life. This involvement can
include picking up refugees at
the airport with a “Welcome

to America” banner, helping

to furnish an apartment, or
cooking a hot meal for them

as their first meal in the U.S.
Arriving in a new country is
daunting, especially if one does
not speak the language or know
the culture. A warm greeting
can help refugees feel
instantly welcomed in their
new country of residence and
allow them to know the love
of Christ in tangible ways.

Churches can also help after a
refugee’s initial arrival to the
United States. Many refugee
children need school supplies,
so World Relief runs an annual
“Back to School” campaign in
which churches collect donated
backpacks and school supplies
for refugee children. Other
churches have started sports
clubs in which refugee children
can create a soccer league and
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compete against each other for
a “Refugee Cup.” One of the
most important ways that a
local church can walk alongside
refugees is by simply befriending
them. There are refugees
resettled throughout the United
States, but many have minimal
contact with Americans.
Befriending a refugee by helping
him or her navigate public
transportation, filling out school
forms, or inviting them into
your home for a meal can make
a critical and lasting impression
on newcomers.

Though refugees have many
needs when they arrive, the
relationship between local
churches and newly arrived
refugees is certainly not one-
directional: refugees often give
back tremendously to their
communities. They become
hard workers, business owners,
and community leaders. Many
will share their personal
testimonies of how they arrived
in the United States, what they
struggled through, and what
they are grateful for. And many
are strong believers—or come

to faith in Jesus after arriving
in the United States—thus
contributing the unique gifts
God has given them to serve
local churches.

Jesus himself knew what

it was like to have to flee

his homeland due to threat
of violence. As we read in
Matthew 2, when Jesus was

a child, just after the visit of
the Magi, Jesus’ earthly father,
Joseph, was warned in a dream
that the tyrannical King Herod
was killing all of the young
Jewish boys in Bethlehem, “so
he got up, took the child and
his mother during the night
and left for Egypt” (Matt. 2:14).
The gospel account does not
tell us how Joseph, Mary, and
Jesus were received in Egypt, but
it was likely both a harrowing
journey and difficult once

they arrived. Jesus knew in his
earthly life the challenges faced
by refugees. Welcoming refugees
is a tangible way to follow Jesus’
command to welcome strangers.

D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
Who is Welcome Here Film
(7) short episodes

Follow three evangelical women, Latasha
Morrison, Heather MacFadyen, and Briana
Stensrud as they cross the border to meet

their neighbors and help other evangelicals

understand the immigration issue from a
new perspective.




Thoughtful Questions Notes:

1. If you had to flee your home because of persecution, where would you go? What do you imagine would

be the hardest part of the experience?

2. If forced to choose between living without legal status in a relatively safe country or returning to a
place where you risked persecution for your faith, which would you choose and why?

3. In chapter 4 of Ruth we see Boaz get to work on behalf of Noami and Ruth. He convenes members of

the community, those who are responsible by custom and culture to care for widows in their midst and

who are of close family. Ruth has had a hard and tragic story up to this point, and yet who is qualified
in the community to truly redeem and help restore her family? What do you think of this ‘kinsman-

redeemer’ law?” According to kinsman redeemer law, you had to meet several points of criteria, mainly:

* You had to be of close family (have the right)

» You had to have the resources to provide

» You had to have the ability or the resolve.

4. Boaz met all the criteria and because of his faithful advocacy and resolve to do what was right on
behalf of Noami and Ruth, God graphed him into the family line of Jesus (read Ruth 4:13-17 &

Matthew 1:1-17). What do you think is the significance of Boaz being part of the lineage of Jesus?

5. How can we, the Church, who meet the criteria to offer hope and a new story to vulnerable families
near and far, get to work in our communities and in our nation for the sake of the Gospel?

6. What are some creative ways that your church could welcome a refugee family into your community?
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earthlylife knew what it wé\
like to flee from home to
escape violence. You are able
to empathize. Give us new eyes

to see the nations who are

coming to our doorsteps, and
help us to respond in practical,
tangible, creative ways to the
many needs that refugees bring
with them. Move our hearts
and minds to love as you love.

Amen.




This Week's Study

Read Week 5 in Guide Information is important, but knowledge should ideally
Journal or discuss questions with small compel us to take action. As we seek to understand God’s

group heart for immigrants, it should motivate a response.

Finish reading Welcoming the Stranger
book (optional) “Do not merely listen to the word

and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says,”
James writes (1:22).

We at Women of Welcome have developed an acronym
for six ways we can respond to what we’ve learned:

Over the past four sessions, we have
learned a lot about immigrants— [Plrayer

[L]istening

how God views them, how they are .
[E]ducation

reshaping the Church, and why they [A]dvocacy

come to the United States. [S]ervice

[E]vangelism
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D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
3 Ways to Pray for
Your Elected Officials
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Prayer

Scripture tells us that we should
“pray without ceasing,” so
prayer should be an ongoing
response that fuels action. We
hope that the prayer points
offered throughout this study
have provided helpful ideas as
you pray through this issue.
Certainly we can pray for the
immigrants in our country—
especially those who do not
know Jesus, and those facing
family separation or economic
strain.

We can also pray for our
churches, that our leaders would
have God’s wisdom as they
approach a complex, potentially
controversial topic. We can pray
for the churches that minister
to immigrants directly, and
pray, as Jesus prayed, for the
unity of Christians across many
lines.

Finally, we are commanded to
pray for “kings and all those

in authority,” which in our
context might mean our elected
officials such as the President,

our Senators and our Member
of Congress. While it is up to
these elected officials to come
up with just policies that affect
immigrants, Scripture teaches
that, ultimately, these decisions
fall under God’s sovereignty.
We plead with our Heavenly
Father on behalf of the many
affected by the flaws in current
policy, trusting in Jesus’ promise
that “if two of you on earth
agree about anything they ask
for, it will be done for them by
my Father in heaven” (Matt.
18:19).

D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
Sharing Your Story with Jamie Ivey

Listening

The study guide has hopefully
begun a process of listening
that we think is vital to
understanding a complex issue
like immigration: listening,

first and foremost, to the Bible.
Week 1 provided a start, but the
Scriptures have much more to
say on this topic.

As we read Scripture, we also
would do well to listen to the
voices of Christian sisters and
brothers who are immigrants.
It’s easy to form strong
opinions about immigration
as an issue without ever
hearing the stories of those
whom the issue affects
personally. When we have
access to individuals who are
members of Christ’s body, we
need to prioritize their voices as
we think and pray through this
issue.

Finally, we as Christians are to
ensure that, as we talk about
this issue, we speak the truth
in love. We encourage you to
check our list of recommended

resources to make sure that
we're accurately representing
the situation. Also be sure to
check others’ sources whenever
you read information—positive
or negative—about immigrants.
Look at a variety of sources

and be wary of organizations
that have stated agendas that
run counter to your values.
Many Christians do not realize,
for example, that some of

the groups advocating harsh
restrictions on immigration
and issuing reports critical of
immigrants do so out of a belief
in population control with
which many Christians would
strongly disagree.
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Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
How Do We Start
Talking About Immigration?

The Language We Need
to be Using

What is Current
U.S. Immigration Policy?

Who is Welcome Here film

The Stranger film
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Education

As we understand this issue
better, we can help to educate
others. Most Christians have
simply never thought about
immigration through the lens
of faith, so we need leaders—
both pastors and lay leaders—
who will help to educate their
congregations.

Your group might decide to ask
the leaders at your church if
they would consider devoting

a Sunday to highlighting the
biblical call to show hospitality
to immigrants. This might

be through a sermon focused

on one of the many passages
related to immigrants, music
that praises God for his love and
provision for the immigrant and
others who are vulnerable, and
perhaps the chance to highlight
for others ways that they can
minister to immigrants locally.

Perhaps you want to lead a
group of people at your church
through this study—or to
innovate your own curriculum
based on what you think would

best suit your group. Maybe
you could bring in a guest
speaker to your church, or host
a special event open to the
community highlighting stories
of immigrant neighbors who
can help put a human face on
this issue. It might be as simple
as inviting some friends over

to watch a film (The Stranger

or Who is Welcome Here) and
have a discussion afterward.

Be creative, but don’t keep
what you've learned to yourself.

D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
Guide to Engaging Politics
with Pastor Eugene Cho

How Do I Contact My Lawmakers?

Advocacy

Proverbs 31:8-9 tells us to,
“Speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves,
for the rights of all those who
are destitute. Speak up and
judge fairly; defend the rights
of the poor and needy.” The
Church can be a voice for

the many within the body of
Christ whose lives are affected
by a broken immigration
system—and for the many
who do not yet know Christ.
While most of the Church’s
response to immigrants will be
on an individual level—meeting
practical needs as an expression
of Christ’s love and making
disciples—the command to
love our neighbors might also
lead us to speak up in favor of
legislation that would benefit
them.

As we love our neighbors

in practical ways, more and
more Christians are convinced
that the structures of our
immigration laws simply do not
work—not for immigrants, not
for our economy and security as
a whole, and not for a society
that prides itself on the rule of
law. Our current system is also
a huge problem for those who
recognize the value of intact
families, because, as Focus

on the Family president Jim
Daly notes, “families are being
torn apart” under the current
policies.

There are many ways that
Christ-followers in the U.S.
can advocate on behalf of
immigrants.

Anyone can pick up their
telephone or take out a pen and
paper to contact their elected
officials. You can find their
contact information by entering
your address and zip code at
www.votesmart.org. In some
areas, pastors have signed on

to a letter to their Senators or
their Member of the House of
Representatives, expressing their
views. Others have followed up
by requesting a meeting with
their elected official where

they can share their opinions.
Some have submitted op-eds

or letters to the editor of the
local newspaper, expressing
why, from the perspective of
their faith, they believe that our
immigration laws need change.
Some in your church might
personally know a legislator and
thus not need to set up a formal
meeting. They could simply talk
to him or her while playing golf
or sharing a meal.
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We'll leave it to you as a group to decide exactly what to advocate and what positions to take.

The particular policy supported by many Christian organizations—including the Southern Baptist

Convention and the National Association of Evangelicals, and member denominations such as the
Assemblies of God, the Christian Reformed Church in North America, the Church of the Nazarene,
the Wesleyans, the Vineyard, and others—is a policy that has become known as Comprehensive

Immigration Reform.

Essentially, this reform would make three major changes to current U.S. immigration law:

Make it much more difficult
to enter the U.S., overstay a
visa, or work unlawfully, by
investing in border security
and workplace enforcement
while respecting due process
for those detained. This only
works, though, while keeping
our economy strong if we
also ...
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Make it eago enter the

U.S. lawfully, by adjusting
our present visa system—
not to allow for unlimited
immigration or open
borders, but to provide
adequate visas to keep our
economy growing (which
requires adequate laborers
and those with specialized
education), to keep families
united, and to continue
providing refuge for those
fleeing persecution. Finally,
we have to address the
approximately 11.5 million
people already living in the
U.S. without legal status.

Comprehensive Immigration

Reform would...

Allow and require those
currently present unlawfully
to make restitution: to
come forward, pay a
fine, undergo a criminal
background check, and—
except for those who have
committed serious crimes,
who would be deported—be
granted probationary legal
status. After several years
in probationary status, they
would be eligible for Lawful
Permanent Resident status
if they could demonstrate
that they are contributing to
society, paying taxes, making
efforts toward learning
English and civics, and
staying out of trouble.

Such a reform would avoid the extremes of either mass deportation—which would be extraordinarily costly
(between $80 billion and $200 billion just to round everyone up and deport them, to say nothing of the
much larger cost to our national economy of not having these individuals as workers and consumers in
our economy) and would divide many families—or amnesty—which would simply forgive the offense of
entering or overstaying unlawfully and, in the process, undermine the importance of the law.

While some commentators consider any policy that would grant legal status to any undocumented
immigrants to be amnesty, the restitution-based reform supported by most Christian leaders is distinct
from amnesty—which is a synonym of grace, a free gift of forgiveness—in that it requires the payment of a
penalty and strict criteria by which a once-undocumented immigrant could earn legal status.

Christian author Max Lucado calls this sort of proposal, including an ultimate pathway to citizenship for
those who earn it, a “responsible, respectful, neighborly approach” to resolving our immigration problems.
Most Americans agree: 72% support these principles, according to a study by the Pew Research Forum,
including a majority of respondents from both major political parties.

But Congress has not found the will to pass reform. That’s because, legislators say, the calls and letters they
get are most often from those strongly opposed to this sort of reform; the majority who are supportive are
too apathetic to make a call or write a letter. As a result, we're left with the status quo. That’s why it’s so
vital for citizens who want to love their neighbors to be good stewards of the rights and privileges entrusted
to all citizens within this democracy.
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Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
Around the Table with (author)
Shannan Martin

Should We Prioritize Needs
in the United States?

60 | Ruth+ NaomiBible Study

Service

The Church has a unique
opportunity to extend Christ’s
love in practical ways to
immigrants, who compose
some of the most under
resourced individuals in our
country. Many churches provide
English as a Second Language
(ESL) classes, recognizing that
learning English is a vital skill
for those who want to succeed.
Others lead programs for

those facing food insecurity,
homework help and tutoring
for kids whose parents may

not understand English, or
transportation for those who
either cannot afford a car or are
ineligible for a driver’s license.

The immigrant community
desperately needs legal services.
Immigration attorneys often
charge more than low-
income immigrants can
afford, and there are simply
not enough authorized
nonprofit organizations to
meet the demand for the
immigrants seeking to get
right with the complex maze
of U.S. immigration law. With

adequate and extensive training,
though, a local church or other
nonprofit organization can
become an authorized legal
service provider, meeting this
crucial need—and extending the
love of Christ in the process.

Perhaps the greatest service an
individual within a local church

can provide is simply friendship:

for an individual who has

left behind her family and
community, finding someone
who will love her, talk to her
(and listen to her, patiently,

as she learns a new language),
and help her to adjust to a new
culture can be enormous. In the
process, many volunteers find
that they also have a great deal
to learn from their immigrant
friends, and the relationship
becomes mutually enjoyable.

D>

Videos to Watch

Women of Welcome
YouTube Channel

Search for:
What is Christ-like Welcome?

Evangelism

As we serve our immigrant
neighbors, we have a chance

to share the transformative
hope of the gospel. While many
immigrants arrive in the U.S.
with a vibrant Christian faith,
many others—including many
from unreached people groups—
will hear the good news of a
relationship with Jesus Christ
for the first time in the U.S. We
have an incredible opportunity
to “go and make disciples of all
nations” without ever crossing a
border.

We can most effectively share
the gospel by understanding the
cultural and religious context
from which our new neighbors
come, and we would do well to
look to the leadership of our
brothers and sisters from those
regions as we seek to effectively
and sensitively present the hope
of the gospel. We should also
not be surprised to find that
many immigrants—who tend to
come from the Global South,
where the Christian faith is
more prevalent than it is here
in the North—will preach the
gospel to us, too, and to the
many native-born U.S. citizens
who do not yet know the hope

of a transformative relationship
with Jesus.

As we seek to see more and
more immigrants become
followers of Jesus, though,

we also have to examine our
attitudes. We cannot effectively
convey the gospel message that
Jesus loves and died for the
immigrants we encounter if
our words, actions, or support
for particular policies lead
immigrants to believe that
we—the Church—do not care
about their circumstances or
vulnerabilities. Unfortunately,
whether intentional or not, the
rhetoric that some have used
to talk about immigration has
sent that message. As Southern
Baptist theologian Russell
Moore notes, “It’s horrifying
to hear those identified with
the gospel speak, whatever
their position on the

issues, with mean-spirited
disdain for the immigrants
themselves.”

Week Five | 6l



Thoughtful Questions

1. The PLEASE acronym offers us a lot of different ways to engage the immigration
conversation as Christian women. Which of these opportunities do you currently feel
drawn to?

2. Which ones feel most challenging?

Read Matthew 25:31-46

Visit:
WomenofWelcome.com 3. What stands out the most from this passage of Scripture in light of what we’ve studied
: these past 5 weeks?

Resource page:
4. Write down your biggest takeaway from this study.
What Can | Do?
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Notes:
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&

Dear Father,

& _
Thank you fo&viting us to
part-l'&ip.g!:e in ydur work of loving
and serving immigrants and
refugees among us. Thank you for
the privilege of being the hands
and feet of Christ. May our actions
demonstrate your love for every
person. When we are afraid, give us
courage. When we are confused,
give us clarity. When we are
divided, give us unity. Let our love
for the sojourners in our midst
be a fulfillment of the Greatest
Commandment. In your name,

Amen




Join thousands of women who are on a journey
to understand God’s heart for the immigrant.

Our community is committed to being a safe place for
you to be encouraged, educated and equipped.

Loin Us
WomenofWelcome.com

@WomenofWelcome

and @groups/Welcome.WomenGroup

@WomenofWelcome

Women of Welcome Channel

YouTube: Women of Welcome
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