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GRAND AGENDA FOR GROUNDWATER ACTION

The groundwater of the Grand River watershed
is at risk—let's make it a local election issue.
MUNICIPAL
ELECTIONS
OCT 22
2018
The upcoming municipal election is an important opportunity to protect groundwater1 in the Grand River watershed. You can help to protect our groundwater by
urging candidates to endorse the Grand Agenda for Groundwater Action (see over).
Most communities in the Grand River watershed rely almost exclusively on
groundwater for drinking water. Groundwater is a finite resource. NASA data show
how over-extraction and climate change are depleting major groundwater reserves
around the planet. 2 Other studies show "Less than 6% of groundwater is replenished within 50 years".3
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Major threats to water supply and water quality in the Grand River watershed
include:
a growing demand for groundwater, creating new challenges for long-term
aquifer sustainability—especially in the context of climate change creating
a ‘new normal’ of more frequent and prolonged drought and floods;
industrial pollution contaminating soil and water; and
the destruction of critical moraines, wetlands and other essential natural
features by excessive development and aggregate mining
A threat to groundwater in one part of the Grand River watershed is a threat to all
who rely upon it for water.
The lack of access to safe drinking water in Indigenous communities is
unacceptable.4
It is urgent that municipal governments take every possible action within their
authority to protect our groundwater. Many of those measures are listed in the
Grand Agenda for Groundwater Action.
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Our municipal governments must also become strong and vocal supporters of
actions by provincial and federal governments which protect groundwater.
Let’s work hard together to elect municipal governments which will protect our
groundwater. You can take action now by contacting candidates and urging them
to endorse the Grand Agenda for Groundwater Action.

Lake Erie

1. Groundwater is defined here to include the volume of water in the Grand River Watershed that is found underground in the aquifer and in the cracks and spaces in soil, sand and rock.
2. See Washington Post https://wapo.st/2MT28Kv 3. See Nature Geoscience, https://bit.ly/2wehCis 4. See CBC news https://bit.ly/2PMULmy

Support the Grand Agenda for Groundwater Action
www.GroundWaterAction.ca
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You can help to protect our groundwater by urging candidates to endorse the

GRAND AGENDA FOR GROUNDWATER ACTION
Municipal governments across the Grand River watershed should take the
following actions now to protect groundwater:
Municipal governments can
pass resolutions that call on
the Ontario government to:
Impose an immediate
moratorium on all new
aggregate extraction
licenses in moraines, whether or not
they fall within the Ontario Greenbelt
Expand the Ontario Green
Belt and the ‘blue belt’ of
waters it protects
Provide clean water on First
Nations reserves
Phase out permits to take
water for bottling
Ban hydraulic fracking
within the municipality and
the Grand River watershed

Municipal governments can use their authority to:
Protect wetlands,
moraines and other vital
groundwater recharge
sites within the municipality
through municipal planning and
development processes

Clean up brownfield
sites

Ban sale and use
of bottled water in
municipal facilities—as
part of a strategy to eliminate
single-use plastic items such as
plastic bags and plastic straws

Develop climate
adaptation strategies
that:

Expand infrastructure for
water fountains and
water refill stations in
public spaces
Obtain Free, Prior and
Informed Consent from
Indigenous peoples on
all planning matters that may
affect their rights or interests as
per the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Prohibit private/public
partnerships in municipal water systems.

anticipate long-term water
needs
develop response plans for
flooding, prolonged drought,
and other water emergencies
mitigate the particular impacts
of climate emergencies,
including water insecurity, on
vulnerable populations including seniors, homeless,
marginalized communities and
people of colour

www.GroundWaterAction.ca

