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12 October, 2017
R.M. Kennedy and J.M. Hornick
CAAT Academic Division

Dear Brother Kennedy and Sister Hornick,
CUPE 3902 represents 9,000 contract academic employees at the University of Toronto.
We all stand in full solidarity with our colleagues teaching at Ontario’s colleges.
College contract faculty are members of OPSEU, and your fight for fair and decent
working conditions affects every academic worker in Ontario.
Across Ontario, in both the college and the university system, contract faculty are
unifying to send the province a clear message: we will not work in conditions of
permanent insecurity. We demand that the excellent teaching and training we provide be
recognized and compensated fairly, and we demand the kind of career security we can
build a life on.
Over the past two decades, higher education has been transformed as the majority of
teaching has shifted onto low-paid contract faculty with few benefits, no job security
and no prospects of retiring with dignity. Currently 81% of teaching in Ontario’s
colleges is done by contract faculty. We agree with OPSEU members that this is wrong.
The province must commit to longer contracts and to a reasonable path to permanent
employment for all contract faculty.
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OPSEU members have set a strike deadline of Oct. 16. We hope the province will stay
at the bargaining table and give these workers a fair contract. But if contract faculty
Wayne Dealy
members have to strike, the members of CUPE 3902 (who know a little something
about striking) will be there for as long as it takes.
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In Solidarity!

