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Youth Manifesto 

Young people are the heart of the West Midlands. The West Midlands metropolitan 

area is a young region, with a higher proportion of people aged under 25 compared 

with the rest of the country and Birmingham is the youngest major city in Europe. It is 

only by building on the creativity and talent of the next generation that the West 

Midlands will succeed in the 21st century. 

As gatekeepers for much of the criminal justice system, the police occupy a unique 

position to use their influence and innovation to improve the lives of young people. 

Engaging young people in the work of the police is about empowering them to build 

stronger and more prosperous communities. 

These are some of the areas that I will place particular emphasis: 

 

Opportunities for the future 

As a key player in the public sector, West Midlands Police can and should help to 

create, provide and improve pathways into employment for young people. 

I will build on the work that has been done by West Midlands Police and will actively 

explore the introduction of a modern-day West Midlands Police Cadet Scheme. It is 

not just about recruiting police officers of tomorrow- it’s about developing young 

people to make a difference to our communities. 

I will also recruit over 200 apprentices to work in West Midlands Police using funds 

from the national apprenticeship levy. 

  

Rehabilitation of offenders 

Less offending means fewer victims of crime. I am committed that West Midlands 

Police and its partners should continue to develop programmes which give new and 

useful skills to young offenders and then effectively support their rehabilitation both 

during and after they serve their sentences. 

Where appropriate, young offenders should be given a second chance to fulfil their 

potential and contribute to society. I will explore opportunities for apprenticeships to 

support young people into work. 

I want people who offend and commit crime to stop being a cost on the public purse 

and become contributors instead. 
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 Tackling knife and gun crime 

Knife and gun crime is a growing problem which needs to be tackled.  I want to build 

on my Commission on Gangs and Violence, which seeks to understand and address 

the issues and concerns of young people. 

I will put young people at the heart of making changes in the area in which they live. 

Knife and gun crime, unfortunately, has a much larger impact on young people than 

any other group. They must be a key part of any strategy to tackle it. 

  

Safer Transport 

An efficient and safe public transport network that young people want to use remains 

a cornerstone of economic development. 

Fear of crime on public transport can prevent young people from using the public 

transport system. Crime on public transport has been driven down by the excellent 

work of the Safer Travel Partnership. If re-elected, I will continue to support the 

partnership. 

I will build on the work of the Safer Travel Partnership, with its aims to reduce crime 

and anti-social behaviour on buses, trains and trams, to ensure that people of all ages, 

especially young people enjoy a safe public transport network. Going forward, I will 

put a particular emphasis on combatting alcohol related crime and improving safety 

in the evenings – so that all people, especially younger women, feel safe on public 

transport. 
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Intelligence-led Stop and Search 

Stop and search is a key tool for the police to maintain public safety, but it must be 

used properly and fairly. Stop and search procedures are one of the key touch points 

between police and young people and most understand the need for stop and search 

to ensure safer neighbourhoods. Yet, many young people remain unsure of how it 

should be carried out, and what their rights are. As a result, relationships between 

young people and the police can be tense and are often strained by difficult stop and 

search encounters. 

Following the joint action plan developed by West Midlands Police and I, the use of 

stop and search is down and positive outcome rates, for example where someone is 

arrested, are up. However in spite of this, we must not be complacent. Despite a 

significant decline in racial disproportionality, you are still three times more likely if 

you are a Black individual and nearly two times more likely if you are of Asian 

heritage, to be stopped and searched. I want to see this rate fall further and will 

continue to develop, with West Midlands Police, intelligence-led policing and embed 

good practice in the use and oversight of stop and search. 

If re-elected I will expand the schemes I currently fund to educate young people on 

their rights and responsibilities in relation to stop and search and policing. 

  

Hate Crime 

Tackling hate crimes such as racist crime and homophobic crime is one of my main 

priorities and will be for West Midlands Police. 

I will continue to take robust action against perpetrators, supporting the needs of 

victims and working in partnership with external agencies to make the lives of those 

who suffer hate crime safer, protect their families and their communities. 
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Youth Commissioners 

Young people are more likely to be victims of crime and unfortunately become 

involved in criminal activity. 

My Youth Commission has been vital in highlighting significant issues such as child 

sexual exploitation, mental health and knife crime. 

A crime that particularly affects young people is online bullying. Online bullying or 

“cyber bullying” is the use of electronic media, especially a mobile phone, tablet or 

home computer to intimidate, threaten or upset someone. Cyber bullying, like 

bullying in schools, on the street or at home, causes substantial misery for the victim. 

I will continue to harness the talents of the youth commission to ensure that not only 

is a strategy developed to combat online bullying, but that West Midlands Police 

continue to integrate the opinions of young people into their work on all issues. 
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