
CFMEU members working in the wood panels 
and engineered wood products sector are 
concerned that some imported products 
which have captured a significant percentage 
of the Australian market do not conform to 
the required standards that must be met by 
Australian manufactured products.

Over 50% of plywood and laminated veneer 
lumber (LVL) consumed in Australia is now 
imported. 

Australian producers of veneers, MDF, 
particleboard and hardboard have taken a 
triple hit through increased imports, declining 
exports and significantly, because the domestic 
furniture market is the principal customer, 
the dramatic increase in imports of furniture, 
cabinetry and joinery.    

Non-conformance with Australian Standards 
by overseas manufacturers not only has a 
detrimental impact on the competitiveness 
of Australian manufacturers. Substandard 
product also puts at risk the health and safety 
of Australian workers and consumers who 
purchase, install or use products which are not 
subject to the same rigid compliance testing to 
which locally made products are subject.

CFMEU members concerned with these issues 
and in particular the effect on their job security 
and the health and safety of the Australian 
public, resolve to endorse the union to engage 
in a campaign to support jobs in the wood 
panels and engineered wood products industry 
and conduct lobbying of the Australian 

Government, as part of the ‘Our Jobs. Our Kids. 
Our Future.’ campaign.

Prior to the 2013 election, the now Abbott 
Coalition Government made many 
commitments that, if elected, they would 
ensure that they would change Australia’s 
standards regime so that imported building 
products  and materials conform with the same 
standards as locally-made goods.  To date the 
Government has taken no such measures.

This CFMEU Workplace Meeting:

1. Endorses the CFMEU campaign to ensure 
imported manufactured products conform 
to Australian Standards. 

2. Supports the CFMEU campaign directed at 
the Abbott Coalition Government to meet 
their commitment to the Australian people 
by:

• Establishing an agency or 
commission charged with standards 
conformity compliance assurance for 
imports. 

• Ensuring all pertinent Australian 
Standards related to building and 
construction products and materials 
are enforced on Australian projects.

• Overhauling and strengthening 
the penalty regime for falsely and 
misleadingly claiming a product 
conforms to the requirements of 
Australian Standards. 

Workplace resolution: Australian Standards


