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EARLY VOTING

     For Wichita Falls Independent School
                    District Election 

Wichita County Courthouse: 

April 28 - May 2 (8am - 5pm)

May 5 - May 6 (7am - 7pm)

Sikes Senter Mall   &   Home Depot:

April 28 - May 2 (10am - 7pm)

May 5 - May 6 (  9am - 9pm)

 CANDIDATES for CITY COUNCIL

All Unopposed Candidates, not on the ballot:

   Glenn Barham, Mayor

   Brian Hooker, District 3 Councilor

   Tim Ingle, District 4 Councilor

   Tom Quintero, District 5 Councilor

 CANDIDATES for SCHOOL BOARD 

At-Large Position (two to be elected):

   Allyson Flack, 2623 Amherst Drive

   W.O. (Bill) Franklin, 4406 Randel Drive

   Kerry Don Maroney, 4308 Chelsea Drive

   Elizabeth Yeager, 2403 Clarinda Avenue

Unopposed Candidate:

   Bob Payton, District 1

To view this Voters Guide online, go to:
            www.lwvtexas.org/local/wichitafalls/ 

WHERE TO VOTE ON MAY 10th

For Wichita Falls Independent School 

District Election

Precincts: 401, 404
Sam Houston School, 2500 Grant Street

Precincts: 406, 411
Crockett School, 3015 Avenue I

Precincts: 306, 312
Kate Burgess School, 3109 Maurine Street

Precincts: 302
Alamo Elementary School, 1912 11 , Streetth

Precincts: 107, 109, 301, 304, 318, 319
Southern Hills School, 3920 Armory Road

Precincts: 409, 410
Jefferson School, 4628 Mistletoe Drive

Precincts: 108, 114, 403
Cunningham School, 4107 Phillips Drive

Precincts: 101, 106
MSU Hardin Admin. Bldg, 3400 Taft Blvd.

Precinct: 103, 104
Fowler School, 5100 Ridgecrest Drive

Precincts: 102, 105, 113
TXDOT Tng. Ctr, 1601 Southwest Parkway

Precincts: 116, 201, 203, 211, 312
Kate Haynes School, 1705 Katherine Drive

Pct: 207, 305, 308, 313, 314, 315, 316, 405, 407
Hirschi High School, 3106 Borton Street

Precincts: 102, 110, 402
Ben Franklin School, 2112 Speedway Avenue

Precincts: 303, 311
Washington-Jackson School, 1300 Harding St.

http://www.lwvtexas.org/local/wichitafalls/


Candidates for School Board Trustee,  At-Large

Question 1: What are your qualifications for this office (including your occupation, education, training, and
experience)? (100 word limit).   Question 2: Do you encourage voters to support the bond proposal?  Why, or why
not?  (150 word limit).  Question 3: In addition to school construction & remodeling, how would you improve the
quality of education in the WFISD?  (150 word limit).

ALLYSON FLACK

Answer 1- I am currently a member of the WFISD Board
of Trustees and have served since 2009. All three of my
children attended WFISD schools from kindergarten
through high school graduation This education allowed
them to pursue any career option they chose. My personal
educational background includes attending Texas A&M
University and the University of Texas Medical School at
San Antonio. I also received a Masters of Science from
UTSA. I have been involved in numerous community
positions including serving on the boards of Camp Fire and
the YMCA, volunteering at Faith Refuge and teaching a
women’s Sunday school class.

Answer 2- I encourage voters to support the bond
proposal. As a current board member I have been in a
position to hear the views of various members of the
community and have access to an objective facility study.
This information, along with other input, convinced me
that the current bond proposal is best for the students of
our district. A Career and Technology Center would
provide our students career courses, job certifications and
college preparatory courses such as pre-engineering. The
combined high school would create more opportunity for
the district to offer a greater variety of courses, including
more Advanced Placement courses. An adjacent ninth
grade center would allow ninth graders the high school
experience and participation, without the pressure of
interacting with older students. I also believe it is very
important to upgrade Hirschi to allow a smaller school
option that boasts its own world recognized International
Baccalaureate program.

Answer 3- I believe the most important factor in a child’s
education is the teacher in the classroom. With facilities
dealt with in an efficient manner, the district would be in
a position to better compensate our teachers.  Another
important factor in a student’s learning is involvement in
their school. On the secondary level increased Advanced
Placement options, more career and technology offerings,
greater fine arts courses, etc. would keep students engaged.
Along with these opportunities it is important to follow
through with all students on a one-to-one basis. Adult
mentoring and more efficient use of our school counselors
would provide the attention each student needs. The

accountability these adults could provide would help
increase participation at all grade levels. Last, but certainly
not least, it is critical for our district to continue with a
strong PreK program. We must always be fully committed
to these young learners.

W. O. (BILL) FRANKLIN

Answer 1- I am a native Texan raised in Seymour, Texas,
graduated from Seymour High School in 1967 and
attended Midwestern State University. I have resided in
Wichita Falls since 1971 and worked in Consumer and
Residential Lending since 1972. Since 1990 I have worked
for American National Bank & Trust currently serving as
Executive Vice President for Residential Lending and the
President of Archer Title of Texas, Inc. My experience
with families in the home loan process for over 40 years
and the raising of two daughters in the WFISD gives me a
unique insight to education in Wichita Falls.

Answer 2- I am opposed to the current WFISD Bond
Proposal and urge voters to vote against it. The proposal is
an inefficient use of tax dollars and the wrong solution to
our problems. The current bond proposal would close
community schools and reduce the athletic UIL, academic,
and extracurricular opportunities for our children. The
operation of the large 2600 student school (1900 student
main school and 700 student 9  grade center) will increaseth

the loss of students by drop out and increase the loss of tax
dollars as residents choose a better neighborhood school
environment in surrounding communities. We need a better
bond that is cheaper, maintains our community schools and
traditions, and solves our current critical problems
efficiently as proposed in the MGT study recommendations
that were not followed by the Board. We need to use our
tax resources carefully with the problems the community
faces in the future.

Answer 3- I believe the quality of education in any school
system is a direct result of the quality and experience of the
teachers involved in the education of our children.
BETTER TEACHERS RESULT IN BETTER
STUDENTS. We need to attract and retain more quality
experienced teachers by increasing their pay, benefits, and
eliminating administration procedures that obstruct their
teaching efforts. We need to rely more on what children



learn not just on their ability to pass a standardized test.
We need to give our teachers the best tools and technology
and then make sure we maintain those tools and technology
instead of letting it become outdated and obsolete. We
must create a learning environment that teaches all children
according to their life ambitions by creating a Career
Training Program that creates skilled workers for our
community as well as maintaining advanced learning for
students that are college bound.

KERRY DON MARONEY

Answer 1- I was born and raised in Wichita Falls, and am
the Owner and President of Biggs & Matthews, Inc., a
local consulting engineering firm that was established in
1953. Following graduation from Rider High School in
1969, I attended the University of Texas at Arlington,
where in 1974 I received a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Civil Engineering. I served as a member of the WFISD
Board of Trustees from 1992 to 2004 and served as the
Board President from 2000 to 2002. Most recently, I
served as chairman of the WFISD 2014 Community
Facilities Action Team (CFAT).

Answer 2- I am a passionate supporter and advocate for
the 2014 bond proposal which will build new schools and
expand/enhance career and technology program
opportunities for all our students. A new Career Tech
Center will provide opportunities for students to acquire
industry certifications which will prepare them for gainful
employment within our community. Furthermore, with
consolidation of two high schools into one new high
school, our District can become more efficient and those
dollars saved due to decreased maintenance and operations
costs may be redirected and utilized to increase teacher
salaries. In addition, bond funds will provide for
substantial safety and security upgrades at all of our
campuses across the District. Furthermore, with a portion
of our current debt service rolling off, we have a unique
opportunity to finance (without a tax increase)
approximately $45 million of the total $125 million bond.

Answer 3- The quality of education within the WFISD can
best be improved by attracting and retaining qualified
classroom teachers and providing them with the tools,
support and an educational environment that is most
conducive to student learning. Though teacher salaries and
benefits are typically the largest expenditures in a District’s
budget, quality teachers are the most critical resource for
student learning. In fact, research has shown that the single
most important factor in determining how much students
learn is the quality of their teachers. I would be very
supportive of implementing programs and strategies in our

District to consistently fund higher salaries and financial
incentives to attract highly qualified teachers and then
provide them with the financial stability and supportive
school administration to stay in our District.

ELIZABETH YEAGER

Answer 1- I grew up in Wichita Falls, received a BA. in
mathematical physics from Sweet Briar College and an
M.B.A. from the University of Texas. After a consulting
career helping businesses manage change, I moved back to
Wichita Falls because I believe this is a great place to live.
While raising two children I’ve supported our community
through service on a number of boards including the
Wichita Falls Symphony Orchestra, the Arts Commission,
and the Community Facilities Action Team. I’m currently
serving as a board member of the WFISD Foundation and
am an active WFHS band parent.

Answer 2- I encourage voters to carefully study the details
of the bond proposal and make an informed decision
before voting. There is no question that our secondary
facilities are in need of significant updates. Our students
and teachers deserve modern, up to date learning
environments with the right tools and resources to help
them be competitive members of a 21  century globalst

economy. I am deeply concerned about the size and
location of the proposed new high school. Consolidating
high schools in a location on the far southwest side of town
could create problems (increased transportation costs for
the families, decreased student participation, loss of jobs)
that will far outweigh the benefits of a new building. I
believe we can find a better solution to our facilities needs.
Regardless of the outcome of the bond election, the
ongoing work of educating students continues and must be
our first priority.

Answer 3- There is always room for improvement,
especially with respect to student achievement. The
board’s role is to set a vision and goals for the district,
continually monitoring progress toward those goals. I see
that work carried out in three key areas: 1) Providing all
students with relevant opportunities through course work
and programs that equip them for the future; 2) Attracting
and retaining effective teachers, offering competitive
salaries at all levels; 3) Providing students and teachers
with the resources they need to be successful. It is my hope
that the WFISD will continue to build and maintain strong
community partnerships – with individuals, businesses and
institutions like Vernon College and MSU – to help
achieve these goals. Providing our children with the best
education possible is one of the most important things we
can do to improve our community.



SCHOOL BOND PROPOSITION: Shall the Board of Trustees of the Wichita Falls Independent School District be authorized to
issue the bonds of the District, in one or more series, in the aggregate principal amount of $125,000,000 for the purpose of the
construction, renovation, improvement, acquisition and equipment of school buildings in the district, with said bonds to mature within
not to exceed 40 years from their date, bear interest, and be issued and sold, within the discretion of the Board of Trustees, in
accordance with law at the time of issuance; and shall the Board be authorized to levy and pledge, and cause to be assessed and
collected, annual ad valorem taxes, on all taxable property in the District, sufficient, without limit as to rate or amount, to pay the
principal of and interest on said bonds and the costs of any credit agreements executed in connection with the bonds?

FROM A “VOTE YES”  ADVOCATE: Our schools are in need
of modernization; after all, things have changed in the 100 years
since several schools were built.

�It’s crucial for Wichita Falls to poise itself to be
attractive to businesses. Potential businesses look to see the
infrastructure of our community. No longer do businesses relocate
to invest in a community, rather they look to see if the community
has invested in themselves first, particularly in their own children,
before they bring in jobs.

�Education has changed since many of our schools were
built. With the demand for technology use and internet
capabilities, our schools desperately need to modernize. While the
classroom teacher ultimately determines the quality of education,
they are at a disadvantage when the building cannot support what
is needed... many times the facility works against the teacher. That
disadvantage translates to less opportunity for students.

�With emphasis at the state level to recognize the
importance of Career/Tech classes, students can now take
“specialty” classes and graduate with an industry-standard
certification. We need a Career Tech Center that supports these
programs and assists our local economy. We want “our own”
staying in Wichita Falls, establishing businesses and earning a
good wage.

�Consolidation of Rider and Wichita Falls High School
is a way to gain efficiency. The school district has too many
facilities now with the population drop over the last 40 years.
Efficiency can lead to savings for the district, savings that can be
used to up the teacher salary scale and attract quality teachers.

�“Fewer & newer” will be achieved with classroom
additions accommodating 6  grade in junior highs. Furtherth

efficiencies will be realized in the future at the elementary level
through more consolidations. Academically, moving 6  grade toth

junior high will align our schools in the area of curriculum with
the rest of the state.

�Community unity is important. It’s way overdue to put
aside the rivalry and get behind all students. Instead of competing
with each other, let’s pull our resources to support two schools
and stand proud as a city when we compete against other
communities.

�A small high school continues to be an option for those
students/parents who want a smaller setting. Instead of going to a
neighboring district, families can go to a renovated, upgraded
Hirschi to receive a quality education.

�The Memorial Stadium Complex is in desperate need
of renovation. The parking lot is a high, heavy trafficked area -
what an embarrassment... let’s fix it.

�The last but the most important point in supporting the
bond, is safety and security. Today’s world is vastly different than
when we went to school. Renovating schools with electronic
entrances, more video surveillance cameras, more perimeter
fencing and safety playground surfaces is unquestionably needed.

FROM A “VOTE NO” ADVOCATE: Saying “NO” means
better schools, better students.  The WFISD has presented a
$125,000,000.00 bond  measure for voters to consider. The
district faces challenges that must be dealt with, but the proposal
fails to address several issues.

�AFFORDABILITY. WFISD states that the typical fee
increase for a $100,000 home would be approximately $10 per
month. An additional $120 annually might be an easy number to
understand, but it fails to include the collateral economic impact
on families, homeowners, renters, employers and commercial
business properties. This bond means higher property taxes for
every segment of the population within the WFISD boundaries.

�TRANSPORTATION. The proposed Memorial
Stadium location for a new high school and adjacent ninth grade
campus will have a considerable impact. WFISD has not
addressed student transportation to the farthest area of the
southwest region of the city. Without intervention from TXDOT
and the City of Wichita Falls, traffic patterns will be congested for
local residents as well as families who are transporting students.
If the solution for students who live across town is bus
transportation, imagine the vastly increased resources needed in
terms of equipment, personnel, and operating expenses. 64% of
Wichita County students qualify for free or reduced school
lunches, and many of their families will be among those most
severely affected by the geographical location of the new school.
Bond passage means that few if any, families will be exempt from
the impact of higher transportation costs and increased travel
times.

�PLANNING. Is this bond proposal the very best for
students, families, teachers and our community? Is this Bond a
part of the Master Plan for WFISD? Is there a Master Plan for
WFISD? We are being asked to make a thirty year decision, yet
we still have not heard how this will address the future needs of
the district The Choice Program was enacted to avoid making
difficult decisions. Consolidating WFHS and Rider appears to be
another attempt to flee from the challenge of redistricting. This
bond fails to take into account the CFAT recommendations that
were based on a considerable amount of community input
envisioning the future of education in Wichita Falls public
schools.

�TEACHERS. Facilities matter, but teachers and
supporting professional staff must be part of the conversation
concerning school improvement. Better teachers make better
students. Teacher pay, benefits, and resources are too important
to be tabled for another time. This bond does nothing to address
the recruitment and retention of master teachers in our schools.

�A successful bond must be fair, contains sound
business decisions ad is based on a vision that will last at least as
long as it will take to repay the $125,000.000.00. This bond
proposal is too costly, too inefficient, too short-sighted, and will
be detrimental to our families and businesses.


