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 General Candidate Questionnaire 
Please return this questionnaire to WIGPelections@gmail.com, or the address listed above 

 
Name: ________Michael J. White_________________________________________________ 
 
 
Office you wish to seek: ___ _Governor_________________________________________ 
 
 

1. A
re you a member of the Green Party or are you willing to become one?     Yes       

 
2. D

o you support the Ten Key Values—Ecological Wisdom, Social Justice, Grassroots 
Democracy, Nonviolence, Decentralization, Community-Based Economics, Feminism, 
Respect for Diversity, Personal & Global Responsibility, and Future Focus?  

 
Yes     

 
3. W

hat are the most important issues that need to be addressed? 
 

            Multiple – See attached sheet – after the questions. 
 

4. D
o you meet all of the legal qualifications for this office?    Yes      

 
5. W

hy do you wish to run for this office?   We need a serious Green Party candidate at each 
level of government.  I believe I am a credible, articulate candidate who can bring voters 
into the party, including Libertarian, Democrats and even Moderate Republicans. 

 
6. W

hat is your path to victory?   
 

Speak the truth, calmly and in every possible forum.  Working with our Green chapters, 
we need to build a grassroots effort. 

 
7. A

re you willing to ask individuals for campaign contributions?      Yes       
 

8. W
ill you agree not to accept contributions from corporations or corporate PACs? 
 

Yes     
 

9. W
ill you share your donor and volunteer information with the WIGP?     Yes       



 

 

 
10. P

lease describe how you are currently active in your community, including any volunteer 
experience you have with the Green Party or other organizations? 

  
 I served as Party Co-Chair for 18 months.  I am a sitting member of my Township Land Use 

Commission.  I have served on local Board of Directors.  I helped organize Jill Stein’s 
recount effort in Wisconsin. 

 
 

11.  
Please briefly describe any other relevant experience you have had, including employment, 
working on other political campaigns, holding or running for office. 

 
           I volunteered in politics as far back as the candidacy of Eugene McCarthy.  While I served in 
the military, I had no activity in partisan politics, re-entering political activity upon the request of 
Jill Stein. 
 

12. W
hy do you want to run as a Green Party candidate? 

 
          Only the Green Party takes key issues seriously.  Only the Green Party is serious about diversity, 
equality, the minimum wage, threats to our environment, election integrity, protecting everyone’s rights. 
 

13. W
e ask that candidates we have endorsed either support other Green candidates for office, or at 
least refrain from publicly endorsing candidates running against other Green candidates. Are 
you willing to agree to these requests? 

  
 Yes. 

 
14. D

o you disagree with any of the positions in the Green Party platform? If so, please explain. Are 
these important issues for your campaign? 

  
 Unlike most Greens, I believe that some form of nuclear power is needed to get us off fossil 

fuels.  I don’t believe current solar, wind and tidal power will get us where we need to be, at 
least not in the short term. 

 
 I own guns and I support the 2nd Amendment.  I don’t believe that automatic weapons, assault 

weapons, hand grenades, and the like were what the Founders had in mind.  We need get 
those kinds of weapons off our streets. 

  
 

15. G
reens often face discrimination from the political and media establishment and its supporters, 
and are often accused of “taking votes” from other parties and told to end their campaigns for 
the benefit of the two-party system. How do you plan to respond to these attacks if they arise? 

 
 Where is written that either party “owns” votes, that we might take them away? The existing 

party candidates have a responsibility to earn votes and persuade voters to vote for them.  
When Hillary et al failed to get the votes, blaming the Green Party is an attempt to avoid 
responsibility for their own failures.  

 



 

 

16. P
arty members may research your background while considering your campaign for 
endorsement. Is there anything in your past that could be problematic if it arises during your 
campaign? While this would not disqualify you from consideration, we ask that you raise these 
issues up front and take this opportunity to explain how you would deal with them during your 
campaign.  

 
 I have no material issues of concern. 
17. O

ur government, electoral system and society are facing a crisis of democracy. As a candidate 
and as an elected representative, how would you promote the Green value of grassroots 
democracy, including specific policies? 

 
 First, I would get corporate money out of politics.  The biggest assault on the democratic 

process is the impact of large donors and corporate money, in particular.  After that, I’m not 
sure. 

 
 

18. H
ow will you advocate for environmental protection and sustainability? 

 
 As Governor, I would work to ensure the state government energy footprint was as Green as 

possible.  I would reinstate the DNR.  I would push our legislators to make environmental 
protection and sustainability our top priorities.  I would work with business leaders to make 
doing so profitable, or at least revenue neutral.   

 
  

19. H
ow will you address poverty and inequality?  What policies will you support to ensure that 
everyone is able to thrive? 

 
 I would reduce the barriers to education.  I would work to ensure livable housing for all.  I would 

push for the raise in the minimum wage.  The minimum wage should be a wage a person could 
live on.  Medical care needs to be affordable, for all.  I would seek advice in many sectors, not 
limiting myself to Old White Men who already have lots of money. 

 
20. W

omen, the LGBT community, immigrants, people of color, and other historically oppressed 
groups are still struggling for equal rights. How will you advocate for these groups, including 
specific policies? 

 
 I would start by enforcing the anti-discrimination laws we have.  Passing more laws is of no use 

if we don’t enforce them.  I have not researched some of these issues enough to have specific 
policies.  I support equality for all.  I would hope to follow the example of Robert Kennedy. 

 
  
 

21. H
ow will you address racial disparities in education, criminal justice and other areas?  How will 
you be an advocate for communities facing racism and inequities? 

 
 I would begin by focusing on programs that have been shown to work, as opposed to pushing 

dogmatic solutions that don’t work.  The Governor can help by being visible in the communities 



 

 

that have problems and by being a spokesperson for the under-served and oppressed.  Robert 
Kennedy, as Attorney General and then as a candidate for President is my example of how to 
do it right.   I also admire Jimmy Carter and his approach. 

 
  

22. O
ur society is facing a crisis of violence, from mass shootings to police brutality to endless wars 
abroad. How would you promote the Green value of nonviolence, including specific policies? 

 
 I am ashamed of a government that accepts torture.  Nonviolence begins with putting the guns 

down and deciding to work for other solutions.  We have had a government that creates 
problems, instead of finding solutions.  We need to step away from that mindset.  It won’t be a 
simple process, but it  begins by defining our values and making our political policies reflect 
those values.  It is a National Conversation that needs to happen. 

 
 
 

23. W
hat groups or organizations do you see as potential allies? 

 
 I think we need to start by being inclusive.  During the recount effort, most of our volunteers 

were not Green Party members, but they were Democrats and Independents or non-affiliated 
citizens that came forward.  I have no preconceptions about specific groups. 

 
 

24. H
ow will you maintain your independence while in office? How will you manage not being part of 
one of the establishment parties?   

 
 I am not doing this out of greed.  I actually don’t  want the job.  In a couple of years, I can retire 

from my practice and just enjoy my leisure activities.  But, I am stepping up to an issue and a 
problem, because I care about my children’s future.  I will work with any and all, but I refuse to 
do this for some corporate PAC.  There is no Planet B.  We are running out of time to save our 
children’s future.  The only way to save their future is to speak the truth and address the 
elephant in the room. 

 
25. H

ow will you use your position to advocate for your constituents and your policy positions? 
 
 In my view, the Governor’s Office can be a “bully pulpit”, to quote Theodore Roosevelt.  The 

Governor will have to work with the Democrats, the Republicans, and every other group.   By 
being the Principled Outsider, we can influence policy and set the tone.  If the Administration 
can abandon partisan politics and put the needs of the body politic ahead of the politics, we can 
advocate for all the constituents in an effective way. 

 
 
  

26. P
lease provide any other general information you feel may be appropriate. 

 
 
 Key Issues: 
 



 

 

1) Climate change and environmental degradation.  “There is no Planet B.”  Our national 
government has abandoned environmental stewardship.  I would work with Jerry Brown’s successor and 
other governors to define a state by state approach to responsible stewardship. 
 
2) Election Integrity.  Our elections are being manipulated by corporate money, by hackers, by 
potential vote manipulation through our susceptible voting machines, software, and processes.  Routine 
audits, as advocated by our Wisconsin Election Integrity colleagues is the answer.  Open Source 
software for our voting machines is an answer. 
 
3) Getting an education should be possible for all.  It needs to be accessible and affordable. 
 
4) Our city infrastructure and water supplies need attention.  Our public health efforts are being 
ignored.  Politics and favoritism are being put ahead of public good. 
 
5) Drug prices are skyrocketing, because pharmaceutical companies are being protected, while they 
gouge the American public.    This is fixable. 
 
6) Racism.  Sexism. Poverty.  Inequality.  We are becoming a society being run by the Super Rich, 
for the benefit of the Rich. 
 
8) Our national debt puts us at risk of economic ruin, if other countries choose to manipulate us by 
“calling in” the debt.  We do need a balanced budget, but not the way our Imperious Leader has chosen. 
Our own citizenry should hold the debt and interest on the debt should go to our citizens, which in turn 
would feed the economy. 
 
9) The best evidence of a smart man is that he is someone who goes out to find a smarter woman to 
show him the way.  The Governor should seek the best experts in any field to bring together, to solve 
complex problems.  The Governor’s job is to lead, not to manage.  The Governor should care about all 
the people, all the time and find the right people to do the job, then get out of their way.    By the way, 
it’s about time we ratified the Equal Rights Amendment. 
 
 
 


