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Despite a freeze on hospital construction, Whitecourt will be getting a new $5-million hospital. 

Transportation Minister Peter Trynchy announced the news at the annual meeting of his Whitecourt-

Ste. Anne PC Association earlier this month. 

He was quoted in the Whitecourt Star as saying the Whitecourt Hospital will be in the budget for this 

coming year. 

Liberal Leader Laurence Decore said he will make an official complaint today, citing a breach of budget 

confidentiality. 

There will be a challenge to the Speaker on the breach of the privileges of the house, said Decore. We 

consider this to be serious. 

To allow Mr. Trynchy to have this information is wrong and the minister has made a big mistake in 

talking about it. 

Premier Ralph Klein shrugged his shoulders when shown Trynchy's comments of Feb. 5. 

I can't be on top of all ministers at all times. Let me talk to Mr. Trynchy and see to what extent he 

actually gave that information out, and if it does indeed violate budget confidentiality. Then it would 

be a concern. Trynchy was away and unavailable for comment Tuesday. 

Whitecourt-Fox Creek Hospital Board chairperson Robert Merrifield said he received the news directly 

from Trynchy shortly before the constituency meeting. 

I was there. I talked to Mr. Trynchy a few days before that. It's $5 million to $5.5 million. We were 

cleared to proceed with the design stage. It's been reconfirmed with this budget. 

Merrifield was happy the project is proceeding during an era of multimillion-dollar cutbacks. He said 

the hospital was put on hold during last year's health-care round tables. 

To proceed with any kind of a capital budget with all the changes, we're very pleased. 

In a separate incident late last week deputy premier Ken Kowalski told Westlock radio station CFOK 

that Family and Community Support Services funding from Social Services will be transferred to 

Municipal Affairs in the budget. 

Minutes before learning of Trynchy's statements, Klein commented on Kowalski's budget preview. I'm 

not so sure that I'm really that concerned about that because he isn't detailing exact figures and so 

on, he's talking about fundamental restructuring of the delivery system, Klein said. 

If a budget leak related to a specific project or dollar figure, he added, "I would be very concerned, 

yes." 
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The Whitecourt project will see a re-fit of the existing 30-bed Whitecourt hospital into a 24-bed acute 

care hospitalwith new examination rooms, operating rooms, maternity room and radiology room. 
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