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Dear Prime Minister,

I'm writing you regarding the findings of the advisory panel tasked by your government to
review the regulatory process for energy infrastructure and in particular, the National Energy
Board.

I've taken time to review the submission and am troubled by the suggestion that the NEB
should be dismantled while moving significant portions of the new energy regulator to Ottawa
and away from Calgary.

As elected officials, we should always look to improvements in the way government conducts
business, and I am supportive of measures that would make the NEB process more effective
and efficient.However, adding further delay and needless complexity to the pipeline approval
process would not be viewed favourably here in Alberta, and with good reason.

The National Energy Board is a world class regulator designed to remove the politics from the
process for energy infrastructure approvals. Decisions of the magnitude traditionally made by
the NEB should be based on sound scientific analysis, consultation with those affected,and the
best interests of Canadians at the forefront.

While there certainly may be measures that could be implemented to improve the NEB process,
moving operations away from Alberta and prematurely shifting its focus away from
hydrocarbon-based energy projects would only further hurt our economy and global
competitiveness.
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Proposals to extend the length of time for the pipeline approval process would also create
barriers for Alberta and Canada's ability to attract capital investment in the energy sector. Other
jurisdictions have significantly shorter windows of time required for regulatory approval and
have become more attractive for investors as a result.

I am not suggesting that sound environmental and economic analysis be ignored. I believe that
Canada's world class energy infrastructure approvals and regulatory process should instill
confidence in those concerned about the environmental effects of such projects as well as those
who may wish to invest in them.

However, in combination with the recent decision of your government to reject the sensible
requests of the City of Calgary to play host to the soon-to-be established Infrastructure Bank in
favour of Toronto, and the implementation of the tanker ban on the northern west coast,
moving operations of Canada's energy regulator out of Calgary to Ottawa could only be seen as
a slight to the economy and people of this province.

Albertans are struggling right now, with record unemployment and high vacancy rates in
places that used to support thousands of jobs like downtown Calgary. It has long been known
that despite paying far more per capita for federal programs and the civil service Alberta gets
less than its share back from Ottawa on virtually all fronts, to the tune of $24 billion per year.
Albertans deserve a lot more respect and consideration from the federal government, especially
during this difficult time.

It is my sincere hope that the current NEB process is strengthened rather than dismantled, and
that Alberta's place as the home of the regulator continues.

Sincerely,

Brian Jean, Q.C.

Leader of Alberta's Official Opposition
MLA, Fort McMurray-Conklin
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