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Well, that was brutal. After a teasing thaw in February, enough 
to even get in a first round of golf, March and April have not 
been much fun for us in the Northeast. And while this is typical, 
it’s definitely upset some schedules as we prepare for the season. 
Hopefully, some of you got south to Sperry Charleston Race 
Week or further south to race in Miami or the Caribbean for a 
break! Now the sun is working and it’s going to be full on to get 
ready. May is going to be very busy regardless of the weather. 
 This whining is definitely put into perspective by the loss of 
John Fisher in the Southern Ocean on the brutal Leg 7 of the 
Volvo Ocean Race 2017-18. Our heart goes out to his family 
and friends. And “our” team in the race, Team Vestas 11th Hour 
Racing, has personified perseverance. After the tragedy on the ap-
proach to Hong Kong in Leg 5, they rallied to make Leg 7 from 
New Zealand to Brazil, only to be dismasted some two hundred 
miles south of the Falkland Islands. More amazing resilience now 
has them ready to make the start for the leg “home” to Newport 
this month. Considering the logistical, financial and just plain 
seamanship challenges that they have overcome, this is an amaz-
ing feat. Sure, they are professionals. But there are not many 
sports that require so many skill sets to overcome these obstacles. 
We should be very proud of them.
 That said, we should not miss the opportunity to show our 
support of all the teams as they arrive in New England this 
month. Newport, now hosting its second Stopover, should be an 
amazing scene. Inside, we provide an update on the race and a 
“How To Volvo” guide so you can plan your visit to Fort Adams 
in advance.
 In this issue, you will also find a lot of editorial focused on 
making your boating more fun this summer. We are grateful to 
welcome the legendary David Dellenbaugh as he contributes a 
monthly Speed & Smarts column, and Peter Coleman has shared 
a list to start to build your summer racing program. Further on 
racing, we examine the burst in big boat sailing for youth sailors. 
We highlight our exhibitors in the CT Spring Boat Show in Es-
sex, CT, May 4-5, in case you miss it. May has a large Checking 
In section as, despite the weather, April yielded a lot of industry 
and other news. The calendar section is equally large for your 
season planning purposes (so you don’t miss anymore events!) 
We preview two Para Sailing events, review a great book about a 
remarkable young sailor, and the regular outstanding columnists 
definitely did not “mail it in” this month! Coop, our Captain of 
the Port, and The Boating Barrister all outdid themselves to kick 
off the summer! 
 Enjoy and see you in Newport!
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WILLIS MARINE CENTER, Inc.
Yacht Sales & Service Since 1975

Sales  ~  Service  ~  Slips  ~  Moorings  ~  Storage ~ Full Service Yard

38 - In Stock. Super Savings! 51.1 On Order

41.1 In Stock 48 2 Avail. From  $379,000

2005 423 2 Available from $145,000 40 – 2 Available from $139,000

Boats are selling! Listings Wanted – Call about listing your boat for sale.

www.willismarine.com 631-421-3400
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24 Volvo Ocean Race Update
 The sailors competing in Leg 7 of the Volvo Ocean Race encountered some 

of the roughest conditions in the history of the race. The 7,600-nautical mile 
route from Auckland, New Zealand to Itajaí, Brazil, which brought the seven 
teams deep into the Southern Ocean, exacted a heavy toll. 

28 It’s Volvo Time in Newport!
 The Volvo Ocean Race 2017-18 is making its only North American Stopover 

in Newport, Rhode Island this month. Admission to the Race Village at Fort 
Adams State Park is free, and this 13-day festival has a variety of attractions for 
race fans of all ages. 

44 Sound Environment: The Start of a New Era
 Under the leadership of Save the Sound, the new Unified Water Study is 

bringing groups of concerned citizens together to measure the ecological 
health of bays and harbors around Long Island Sound. Peter Linderoth, Save 
the Sound’s Water Quality Program Manager, has the story.

52 Go Big!
 Opportunities for young sailors aboard big boats are getting better all the 

time. The Rugg Family Youth Offshore Trophy is the prize for the Storm Try-
sail Club’s new Tri-State Youth Offshore Challenge, and the Young American 
Sailing Academy has a pair of boats entered in the 51st Newport Bermuda 
Race.

56 Reach for Success
 The C. Thomas Clagett, Jr. Memorial Clinic & Regatta is hosting the 2018 

U.S. Para Sailing Championships at Sail Newport next month, and the 
Clagett/Oakcliff Match Race Clinic & Regatta will be held at Oakcliff Sailing 
and The WaterFront Center in Oyster Bay, New York in September. Event 
management consultant Sam Crichton has the details.

Scan to visit our website.

find us on facebook
facebook.com/windcheckmagazine

On the cover: With a new rig  
installed, Vestas 11th Hour Racing  
is back in the Volvo Ocean Race 
2017-18, and you can be sure  
that no team is hungrier to be the 
first to make landfall in Newport, 
Rhode Island this month!   
© Ainhoa Sanchez/Volvo Ocean Race
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checking in.
Landmark Federal Funding for 
Long Island Sound 
 
On March 23, President Trump signed a budget that includes 
historic funding for Long Island Sound programs. The Fiscal 
Year 2018 package includes $12 million for the Sound under the 
National Estuary Program, a 50 percent increase over last year’s $8 
million. Fishing, shipping, tourism, and other Long Island Sound 
industries generate over $9 billion in economic benefits for the 
region every year.
  “Long Island Sound’s bi-partisan team of congressional cham-
pions has turbocharged the restoration of this magnificent body of 
water,” said Curt Johnson, President of Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment/Save the Sound. “These funds will help get bacteria 
and damaging excess nutrients out of the Sound, save beautiful 
shoreline places for people and wildlife, and protect neighborhoods 
from coastal flooding. It’s an investment in this great body of water 
and in our collective future.”

  The $1.3 trillion Fiscal Year 2018 spending package also 
includes:
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
  • $15 million for the Fisheries Aquaculture program, which is 
$5.7 million above Fiscal Year 17 
  • $65 million for the National Sea Grant College Program; $2 
million above FY 2017
  • $11.5 million for the Marine Aquaculture Program; $2 million 
above FY 2017
  • $11 million for Ocean Acidification research; approximately  
$1 million above FY 2017
  • $35 million for the Integrated Ocean Observing System  
Regional Observations, a $5 million increase from FY 2017. 
  • $75 million for the Coastal Zone Management Grants and 
$42.5 million for Coastal Zone Management and Services
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
  • $9.5 million for the BEACH Act, which helps monitor water 
quality at public beaches

  • $26,723,000 for the National Estuary Program, which helps 
support the Long Island Sound Study
  Department of Transportation
  $20 million for the Small Shipyard Grant Program, an increase of 
$10 million from FY 2017 ■
 

MetLife Veterans Regatta is May 
14 & 15
The MetLife Veterans Regatta, organized by Sail Newport and 
MetLife, Inc. in partnership with Warrior Sailing, will take place 
May 14 & 15 at Fort Adams State Park in Newport, RI. The event, 
which will be sailed in Sail Newport’s fleet of J/22s, coincides with 
the Volvo Ocean Race Newport Stopover. 
 This marks the second collaboration between Sail Newport 
and MetLife to bring a recreational sailing experience to veterans 
and active duty service members who are wounded or ill. They will 
be teamed with professional sailors during the only North Ameri-
can Stopover of the Volvo Ocean Race 2017-18. 
 “MetLife is proud to be working with Sail Newport to bring 
this exciting event to our veterans community,” said John Hele, 
MetLife Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. 
“MetLife has a long legacy of supporting the veterans community 
through various programs and initiatives, and we look forward to 
working with everyone involved in making this racing experience 
truly memorable.” 
 Training and racing for the MetLife Veterans Regatta will take 
place outside Newport Harbor between Rose and Goat Islands. 
The full day, on-the-water race training clinic on May 14 precedes 
the race day and will be coached by world-class sailors and racing 
coaches. Entrants will work to improve their skills including sail 
trim, racing tactics and strategy, and boat handling. Participants 

will have access to the Newport Race Village on May 16 to experi-
ence the international event shoreside. ■

Kim Cooper, Sail Newport’s Marketing Director, contributed to this 
report.

© Stephen Cloutier/photogroup.us 

Hammonasset Beach State Park, Madison, CT   © Sue Pranulis
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checking in.
Mystic Seaport to Honor  
Dawn Riley and Oakcliff  
Sailing with the America and 
the Sea Award
 
Mystic Seaport will present its 2018 America and the Sea 
Award to Dawn Riley and Oakcliff Sailing in Oyster Bay, NY. 
The prestigious award recognizes those individuals and orga-
nizations whose extraordinary achievements in the world of 
maritime exploration, competition, scholarship, and design best 
exemplify the American character. 
 Riley is the first woman to compete in both the America’s 
Cup and the Whitbread Round the World Race, two of the pin-

nacles in the sport of sailing 
that prior to her had been all 
but closed to women sailors. 
She is the first American, 
male or female, to sail in 
three America’s Cups and two 
Whitbreads.
 “Dawn Riley’s impact on 
international sailing speaks 
for itself,” said Mystic Seaport 
President Steve White, “and 
this award gives Mystic Sea-
port the opportunity to call 

greater attention to the extraordinary accomplishments of this 
courageous woman.” 
 Riley trains premier-level American sailors for future 
Olympic, America’s Cup, and other world-class level sailing 
competitions, and leads a movement to reinvigorate the sport 
in this country. One nexus of this movement is Oakcliff Sailing, 
where she serves as Executive Director. A high-performance 
training center for sailors who’ve progressed beyond traditional 
coaching methods, Oakcliff’s vision is to “Build American Lead-
ers through Sailing.” Riley’s leadership and the quality of the 
programs she oversees were recognized recently by New York 
Yacht Club’s Belle Mente Quantum Racing, which is prepar-
ing a challenge for the 36th America’s Cup. This syndicate is 
partnering with Oakcliff to recruit and train members for their 
America’s Cup Team.
 A black tie gala will be held in Riley and Oakcliff Sailing’s 
honor in New York City on Wednesday, October 3, 2018. This 
affair is the premier fundraising event for Mystic Seaport. For 
invitations, email advancement@mysticseaport.org or call 860-
572-5365. ■

Dan McFadden, Mystic Seaport’s Communications Director, con-
tributed to this report.   

Safety at Sea Seminar in  
Newport June 13
 
The Cruising Club of America (CCA) is presenting a seminar 
two days before the start of the 51st Newport Bermuda to 
ensure entrants receive required safety training. Newport Ber-
muda Race rules require that 30 percent of each crew complete 
vital safety training. That requirement, combined with a rising 
demand for safety training generally, has maxed out seminar ca-
pacity and prompted the CCA to open additional capacity with 
a Safety at Sea Seminar in Newport, RI on June 13, 2018.
 The seminar will include dual tracks. One track will offer 
the traditional US Sailing-sanctioned Offshore Safety at Sea 
Seminar moderated by Ralph Naranjo, the Newport Bermuda 
Race safety officer. This will support race entries needing to 
fulfill the 30-percent requirement.
 The second track will involve hands-on training to complete 
the International Offshore Safety at Sea course with hands-on 
training certificate. It requires either a prior Classroom Offshore 
Safety at Sea Seminar in the past 12 months (such as the CCA’s 
March 10 seminar in Newport) or the International Offshore 
US Sailing Online Supplement completed prior to June 6. This 
will provide an option for those who need to meet the require-
ment to have two aboard with a World Sailing Personal Survival 
certificate or US equivalent. For more information and to regis-
ter, visit sas.cruisingclub.org/course/june2018sas.
 Another option for crews seeking training before the race is 
the Safety at Sea seminar offered by the Storm Trysail Founda-
tion at SUNY Maritime in Throggs Neck, NY on May 19. ■

© CCA/Ernie Godshalk

Please send news 
about your business, 

programs and events to  
contactus@windcheckmagazine.com

© OakcliffSailing.org
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checking in.
Offshore Sailing School  
Announces New Colgate  
Sailing Adventures™ for 2019
Steve & Doris Colgate’s Offshore Sailing School has announced 
five new, exotic sailing vacation trips. “Recent travel and leisure 
industry research indicates that adults, families and millennials 
all want to experience something on vacation,” said Offshore 
Sailing School’s President & CEO Doris Colgate. “They want 
to learn a new skill, experience a new culture, expand their 
knowledge, and create shared memories that fulfill one’s sense of 
purpose.” 
 Colgate Sailing Adventures™ are organized for Offshore 
Sailing School alumni and friends to keep them involved and 
excited about the sailing lifestyle. All three Colgate Sailing Ad-
ventures trips for 2018, in Belize, the Greek Islands and Tahiti, 
are sold out and have waiting lists. Next year, the company’s 
sailing flotilla vacations will visit the Caribbean Windward 
Islands embarking from St. Lucia to Grenada, and return; Mal-
lorca Spain, cruising in the Balearic Sea; and sail from Agana to 
Dubrovnik in Croatia, round-trip. 
 Led by Colgate Sailing Adventures cruise leaders Heather 
& Nate Atwater, these special vacations are open to all sailors 
with sailing certifications or requisite. Based on sailing resumés 
submitted by participants, a skipper and navigator are appointed 
aboard each boat in the fleet. Previous groups have sailed in the 
Abacos, the Amalfi Coast of Italy, Tonga, Turkey, all over the 
Caribbean, New England, the San Juan Islands and the Apostle 
Islands, to name a few. To learn more, log onto  
offshoresailing.com/adventure-vacations. ■

Beth Oliver, Offshore Sailing School’s Director of Marketing, con-
tributed to this report.

The Moorings Teams Up with 
Tropic Ocean Airways for  
“Fly & Sail” Vacations in the 
Bahamas 
The Moorings, a yacht charter company based in Clearwater, 
FL, has partnered with Tropic Ocean Airways, the leading sea-
plane operator in the eastern United States, to offer a one-of-a-
kind travel experience in the Bahamas. The “Fly & Sail” service 
allows yacht charterer to reserve a private flight directly to their 
desired Bahamas destination out of Tropic Ocean Airways’ 
lounge at the Fort Lauderdale International Airport’s private 
FBO, Sheltair, or the Miami Seaplane Base – centrally located 
between downtown Miami and South Beach on Watson Island. 
Upon arrival, the private Sail, Power, or all-inclusive Crewed 
Moorings yacht of choice will be prepped and ready for explor-
ing the Abacos or Exumas. 

 The experience begins with a greeting from the Tropic 
Ocean Airways dedicated lounge staff, who assist with every-
thing from valet parking to baggage handling, followed by a 
greeting from two personal pilots before taking flight on the pri-
vate seaplane. Then, less than 90 minutes later, passengers arrive 
at one of two charter bases in the Bahamas – Nassau or Marsh 
Harbour – where they will be welcomed by The Moorings staff. 
 “The two best ways to see the full natural beauty of the Ba-
hamas are from the air and from the water,” said Rob Ceravolo, 
CEO of Tropic Ocean Airways. “With the ‘Fly & Sail’ service, 
guests have the opportunity to experience both.” 
 All Tropic Ocean Airways’ flights to and from the Baha-
mas feature premium seating for up to eight passengers aboard 
air-conditioned two-pilot crewed Cessna aircraft with luxury 
interiors. The “Fly & Sail” service can be booked by emailing 
reservations@flytropic.com or by calling 1-800-767-0897. For 
more information about The Moorings’ charter vacations, log 
onto themoorings.com  ■

© themoorings.com

© offshoresailing.com
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checking in.
Blue Water Sailing Club  
Welcomes Guests for Summer 
Cruises
The Blue Water Sailing Club (BWSC) has announced its cruis-
ing schedule for the 2018 sailing season. A limited number of 
guest boats are invited to join for all or part of any BWSC cruise, 
provided the guests have a boat greater than 20 feet LWL, preregis-
ter, and sign a waiver of liability. Cruising with BWSC provides an 
opportunity to connect with other sailors and perhaps expand one’s 
cruising options. It also gives sailors a chance to check out BWSC 
and consider membership.
 The highlight of the season is the Bay of Fundy/Saint John 
River cruise (July 29 - August 22). Led by two BWSC members 
with extensive experience cruising New England and the Canadian 
Maritimes, the cruise includes the Saint John River and Passama-
quoddy Bay. For those wanting to cruise the Maine coast, a ‘Mini 
Maine Cruise’ from Snow Island, Quahog Bay, then reaching 
Frenchboro, Long Island before turning west is July 21 - August 1. 
The Memorial Day Cruise North, starting in Casco Bay is  
May 25 - 28. 
 Sailors in Massachusetts can join the July 4th South Cruise 
(July 3 - 8), from Fairhaven to Cuttyhunk and then New Bed-
ford for the New Bedford Folk Festival. Eastern Casco Bay is the 

focus of the Women’s Cruise (August 14 - 20), and plans for Labor 
Day cruises are in the works. 
 With over 300 members throughout New England, the Blue 
Water Sailing Club dedicates itself to safe cruising, racing, boating 
education, and good fellowship. More information can be found 
at bluewatersc.org or by emailing BWSC Vice Commodore Steve 
Ricci at vicecommodore@bluewatersc.org. ■

Tory Leuteman of the Blue Water Sailing Club contributed to this 
report.

Salty Dawg Sailing  
Association™ Summer Rallies 
to Maine & Nova Scotia
The Salty Dawg Sailing Association™ (SDSA), a non-profit organi-
zation based in Middletown, RI, invites all sailors to join a cruising 
rally from the Chesapeake to Maine and then, for the first time, 
a second rally from Maine to Nova Scotia. The Salty Dawg Rally 
to Maine will leave the Chesapeake Bay on July 8 and the Rally to 
Nova Scotia departs Rockland, ME on August 8. Stops along the 
way to enjoy quaint villages, local cuisine and maritime lore are 
part of each rally.

 “We are excited about extending the reach of our rallies this 
summer, returning for the third year to Maine and then adding a 
new rally to Nova Scotia’s Bras d’Or Lakes,” said SDSA Director 
of Rally Management Rick Palm. “With Sailing CBI, Inc. as our 
host in Canada, the Rockland Yacht Club as our host in Maine 
and veteran Salty Dawgs volunteering to help along the way, we are 
confident that both rallies will provide unforgettable experiences 
for everyone who joins in the fun.”
 With an emphasis on safety, communication, education and 
camaraderie, over 650 boats and more than 2,500 sailors have par-
ticipated in Salty Dawg rallies since the organization was founded 
in 2011. Membership in SDSA is open to anyone interested in blue 
water sailing. For more information and to join, visit  
SaltyDawgSailing.org. ■

© SaltyDawgSailing.org



windcheckmagazine.com     WindCheck Magazine    May 2018    15



16   May 2018  WindCheck Magazine          windcheckmagazine.com

checking in.
Jeff Jadul Joins Latitude Yacht 
Brokerage
Latitude Yacht Broker-
age, LLC, headquartered 
in Newport, RI, has 
announced that Jeffrey 
Jadul has joined the firm, 
continuing their growth 
in the yacht sales market 
in New England with 
expanded presence in 
Massachusetts. Based in 
the Boston area, Jadul 
will cover from Southern 
New Hampshire to Cape 
Cod and the Islands. 
Jadul brings a wealth 
of industry knowledge 
and experience to latitude, having spent nearly 25 years in the 
industry, while owning his own yacht brokerage firm for the last 
15 years.
 Jadul joins Latitude Yacht Brokerage’s Owner/Broker Ryan 
Miller, and is looking forward to working with fellow brokers 
Matt Leduc and Tim Norton. “Ryan and I met at the New Eng-
land Boat Show close to 10 years ago, and have always enjoyed 
speaking about the industry, comparing notes of owning a small 
business, and how we can help each other succeed in a challeng-
ing economy,” said Jadul. 
 Latitude Yacht Brokerage services all of New England 
and specializes in the brokerage of select cruising, racing, and 
offshore sailing yachts, as well as Downeast style cruisers, trawl-
ers and motor yachts. The company also operates an office at 
Conanicut Marina in Jamestown, RI. For more information, 
contact Jadul at 781-704-5202 or Jeff@LatitudeYacht.com, or 
visit LatitudeYacht.com.  ■

Jeff Earl Joins Magic Marine 
North America
The new Brand Manager for Magic Marine North America is 
Jeff Earl, who will be directly overseeing all aspects of Magic 
Marine in North America including strategic sales and market 
development. Headquartered in the Netherlands, Magic Marine 
is a performance-based sailing gear brand that was originally 
conceived by a group of avid catamaran sailors. 
 A marine industry veteran, Earl worked for Doyle Sailmak-
ers as a sailmaker, designer and service manager before transi-

tioning into sales as 
the Strategic Account 
Sales Manager at Henri 
Lloyd North America. 
Most recently, he spent 
several years as Service 
Manager for a small 
high end marina.
 “We are very 
pleased to welcome 
Jeff to our team,” said 
Spencer Wiberley, 
Vice President of 
Magic Marine North 
America. “Not only is 
Jeff bringing added customer support and brand development to 
our team, but his highly professional nature makes him a person 
who everyone will enjoy working with.” For more information, 
contact Earl at Jeff@magicmarinena.com or log onto  
magicmarinena.com. ■

Branford Yacht Club  
Celebrates National Marina 
Day on June 9
As part of a nationwide observance, Branford Yacht Club in 
Branford, CT is celebrating National Marina Day on Saturday, 
June 9. This free family festival, sponsored by The Real McCoy, 
runs from 10 am to 4 pm and is open to the public.
 Activities include kids’ games, face painting, touch the 
Branford Fire boat and Branford Police boat, dunk a fireman 
tank, try paddleboarding, salt water fly fishing and fly tying 
demos, live chainsaw carving, craft vendors, boating vendors, 
cooking demonstration, music, safe boating exhibits by the U.S. 
Coast Guard and SeaTow, music, food trucks, rum tasting, a 
chance to meet a real mermaid, the famous BYC fried dough, a 
membership booth where you can become part of the BYC fam-
ily, and a raffle to Take a Vet Fishing.
 Produced by the Association of Marina Industries and 
Discover Boating, National Marina Day was created to grow 
boating participation. It has expanded to National Marina Days, 
a season-long event running from Memorial Day to Labor Day 
that supports a variety of charities. To learn more, log onto 
NationalMarinaDay.org. 
 Founded in 1909, Branford Yacht Club is located at 39 
Goodsell Point Road near the mouth of the Branford River. Its 
marina can accommodate yachts up to 60 feet. For more infor-
mation, visit branfordyc.org. ■
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Prepare to launch!

WEST: 100 Essex St, Mystic, CT / 860.536.6588 
EAST: 18 Stafford St, Mystic, CT / 860.536.4882 

www.mysticshipyard.com

 Plan your cruising schedule now!

• Repairs to refits 
•  Refrigeration to rigging 
•  Custom woodwork, interiors 
•  Canvas • Electronics installation 
• All masts stored indoors
• Pristine paint shop 
• Transient slips from 18-150’ 
• Off site crane • 270 deep slips
• Mooring services

Mystic Shipyard can handle everything you need so 
your boat is ready to go when boating season starts...

•  Complete mechanical repair 
 & replacement for engines
•  Stainless & brightwork
•  South of Mystic River bridges
• No commercial traffic 
• Walk to Downtown • Brokerage
• Riverside Pool • Kayaks & SUPs
• Protected Dockage 
• Great events

UK Sailmakers Metro New York, Inc. has opened a new state-
of-the-art sail loft in Port Chester, NY. UK Metro NY was 
taken over by new management led by Constantine Baris, a 
lifelong sailor who is now pursuing his passion for sailing by 
building the UKNY business into a more robust and broader 
reaching offering for 
cruisers and racers alike. 
His longtime friend, 
business associate and 
sailing buddy Kevin 
Crouchley will manage 
loft operations and sales 
in an effort to produce 
UKNY 2.0.
 Patriarch of UK 
Sailmakers and sailing 
legend Charles (Butch) 
Ulmer is staying on to 
continue to help provide 
customers with the most 
insightful color on racing 
rules & tactics, as well 
as assisting in designing 
the optimal sail plan for 
each sailor’s needs. The 
experienced loft staff will 
provide repairs and ser-
vice to all UK customers. 
 The organization 
is excited to exceed the 
expectations of everyone 
from adventure loving 
cruisers to the most avid 
racers. The broad range 
of UK sail designs and 
materials extends from 
long-lasting cross-cut 
Dacron sails to the new 
X-Drive® technology, 
highly regarded as the 
optimal blend of perfor-
mance and durability for 
club racing, and state-of-
the-art Uni-Titanium® 
load-bearing string sails. 
UK Metro NY will host 
seminars on racing rules 
and tactics, sail handling 

and care, and safety at sea best practices. The new location is 
five minutes off I-95, and will provide personalized service 
with pick up and drop off. Call 914- 885-1700 or visit the loft 
to discuss your sail needs.   ■

UK Sailmakers Metro NY Opens Loft in Port Chester
checking in.



18   May 2018  WindCheck Magazine          windcheckmagazine.com

checking in.
JP Skov Re-Elected  
as YBAA President

JP Skov, CPYB (cer-
tified professional 
yacht broker), the 
owner of Northstar 
Yacht Sales, LLC in 
Portsmouth, RI, was 
recently re-elected 
to a second term 
as President of the 
Yacht Brokers As-
sociation of America 
(YBAA), leading the 
association’s board 
of directors. Work-
ing in the marine 
industry since 1988, 

Skov initially worked as a charter captain in the USVI and 
also on the commercial side, running a ship handling tug for 
Hess Oil in St. Croix. He migrated to yacht sales in 1995, and 
founded Northstar Yacht Sales in 2010. 
 “I’ve been an active member of YBAA from the time I made 
the decision to become a full time yacht broker many moons 
ago,” said Skov. “I’ve always realized the value of being associated 
with a professional organization within the industry. YBAA’s 
accepted business practices, code of ethics and CPYB certifica-
tion, provides a benchmark that our clients can look for as a 
reassurance that they are dealing with an industry professional. I 
look forward to leading YBAA in the coming year as we work to 
benefit our members and the industry.”
 Northstar Yacht Sales is a new boat dealership for DeFever 
Motor Yachts, Dufour Yachts and Cape Powercats, as well as a 
brokerage for select sail- and powerboats. For more information, 
log onto NorthStarYachtSales.com. ■

Seminars at Shennecossett YC
Shennecossett Yacht Club in Groton, CT cordially invites all 
boaters to sign up to receive notification of a series of boating 
related seminars the club hosts each winter. This past winter, 
the boating community was treated to the annual marine radar 
seminar as well as a very detailed seminar on fuel issues and 
boat engine maintenance.  Both seminars were held on Saturday 
mornings at Shennecossett YC’s beautiful clubhouse on Pine 
Island Bay.    
 The radar seminar was presented by Dockside Electronics of 
Mystic, CT, who discussed different types of radar and how they 

function and shared tips on operating radar under various condi-
tions, interpreting the display, and collision avoidance. 
 Miles Dull, the marina manager at Pine Island Marina, 
gave the seminar on fuel issues and engine maintenance. The 
ever-evolving manufacturing of marine engines, fuels and other 
related fluids and parts makes staying up to date a critical part of 
owning a powered boat, and attendees received useful informa-
tion to make the most of their upcoming boating season. If you 
would like notification of upcoming seminars at Shennecossett 
Yacht Club, email ycommodore@syc-ct.com. To learn more 
about this club, founded in 1928 “To encourage and promote 
family yachting and to provide a friendly, sustainable and 
inclusive community through facilities and programs that foster 
enjoyment and pride of place,” log onto syc-ct.com. ■

Prestige Announces  
New Location
Prestige Yacht Sales 
has announced the 
opening of their new 
East Greenwich loca-
tion at Prime Marina 
(formerly Norton’s 
Marine) in East 
Greenwich, RI.
 Prestige is one of 
New England’s most 
established yacht 
brokerage firms, and 
for almost 30 years 
they’ve offered excel-
lent support in sales 
and conscientious 
service for new and select brokerage boats.
 East Greenwich joins the other established Prestige loca-
tions in Norwalk, Essex and Mystic, CT, all of which are 
conveniently located close to Interstate 95. Proudly representing 
Beneteau Sail and Southport Boats as their exclusive regional 
dealer, the East Greenwich office will be staffed by Fletcher Ryan 
(pictured), a career broker, along with the support of service 
expert David Bobbin. For more information, contact Ryan and 
Bobbin at 401-214-2360 or log onto prestigeyachtsales.net. ■

Please send news 
about your business, 

programs and events to  
contactus@windcheckmagazine.com
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Bassett Yacht & Boat Sales
844-278-2628   bassettboatsales.com
295 Ranger Tug, 355 SY Monterey, 
295 SY Montery, 335 SY Monterey

East Coast Yacht Sales
207-720-0004   ecys.com  
American Tug 395, American Tug 365, 
Vanquish 23, MJM 40Z, MJM 50

Essex Boat Works
860-767-8276   essexboatworks.com
San Juan 40

Essex Marine Group
860-767-4999   essexmarinegroup.com
Rossiter 23, Rossiter 20, Rossiter 17, Rossiter 14

Essex Yacht Sales
860-767-3013   essexyachtsales.com
GB Eastbay 50 SX, Mainship Pilot 30, 
Surfhunter 33

Freedom Boat Club
860-655-2033  freedomboatclub.com

G&R Marine
860-290-7855   grmarine.com
Sea Born SX 239, Sea Born LX 21, Scarab 255

Harborside Yacht Sales
860-699-1705   harborside-marina.com
Chris Craft Calypso 30, Chris Craft Launch 25

Latitude Yacht Sales
866.771.6035 www.latitudeyacht.com
San Juan 38

Louis Marine
860-399-5554   louismarine.com
Cutwater 302, Meridian 341, Maxum 33, 
Formula 26

Northstar Yacht Sales
401-683-9200   northstaryachtsales.com
Dufour 512, Four Winns 34, Beneteau 43, 
Buzzards Bay 33, Custom Steam Launch

Northrop & Johnson
401-848-5500 
yachtworld.com/northropandjohnsonri
Grand Banks 46, Sabre 42, Shelter Island 38

Marine Max
888-641-9424
Boston Whaler 23, Scout 27

Oyster Harbors Marine
860-343-3431 oysterharborsmarine.com
Legacy 36, Legacy 42, Albermarle 29

Petzold’s 
860-342-1196   petzolds.com
Back Cove

Portland Boat Works
860-342-1085   portlandboatworks.com
Tiara 45

Prestige Yacht Sales
203-249-9108   prestigeyachtsales.com
Southport 33, Southport 292, Beneteau 38, 
Beneteau 41, Hunt Harrier 26
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Sound Yachting
860-399-8800   soundyachting.com
Lagoon 45

Springline Yacht Sales
860-415-4810   secureyourdream.com
Catalina 31, Catalina 45

Wilde Yacht Sales
860-767-2540   wildeyachts.com
Nordic Tug 44, Nordic Tug 40, Nordic Tug 37, 
Nordic Tug 32

On Shore Exhibitors:
Action Sports
203-488-5516   actionsportsct.com
SUP, Kayaks and Gear

Boatique USA
860-767-8765   boatiqueusa.com
Nautical Home Goods

Brewer Yacht Sales
860-662-0272   breweryacht.com
Yacht Brokerage

Cooley Marine Management
203-515-6674   cooleymarine.com
Yacht Restoration and Maintenance Services

Connecticut River Museum
860-767-8269   ctrivermuseum.org

CT DEEP - Boating Division
860-434-8638   ct.gov/deep/boating

The Dock Shop
dockshop.com

East Coast Trailers
860-399-6120 joeboat.com

Essex Corinthian Yacht Club
860-767-3239   essexcorinthian.org

Fitzpatrick Marine Insurance, Fairfield County 
Bank Insurance Services llc
203-894-3117   fitzpatrickagency.com

Leaf Filter
800-290-6106   leaffilter.com
Home Protection

Nautical Circuits,LLC
860-305-3939   nauticalcircuits.com
Marine Electrical

Pantaenius America
914-381-2066   pantaenius.com
Yacht Insurance

Boat Safe Connecticut
860-930-3183

Save The Sound
203-787-0646   ctenvironment.org

Untold Horizon, LLC   
203-980-9049 untoldhorizon.com
Professional Cruise and Passage Planning

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
860-643-1660   cgaux.org
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Adaptive Sailing Comes to  
Stonington, CT
Empowering individuals with disabili-
ties at New England Science & Sailing 
By Caroline Knowles

With the right equipment, adaptive sailing is a great sport in 
which able-bodied and disabled sailors can participate together. 
In 2017, with the help of Sail to Prevail, the New England 
Science & Sailing Foundation (NESS) launched its adaptive 
sailing program in Stonington, CT. As a US Sailing-recognized 
Community Sailing Center, NESS offers the highest standard of 
quality instruction and facilities. NESS’s adaptive sailing program 
brings the fun and therapeutic qualities of sailing to individuals 
with diverse needs. 
 Sailing is a great outlet to enjoy the experiences of freedom, 
adventure, and mobility. NESS’s adaptive teaching methods 
and specialized equipment support individuals with a variety of 
cognitive and/or physical disabilities. Using an adaptive-ready, 
specifically designed Independence 20, students with physical 
and cognitive disabilities can safely learn to sail with an expe-
rienced teacher. NESS’s staff attended US Sailing’s Adaptive 
Sailing Course to be sure they had the proper adaptive facilities, 

equipment, training, and resources. NESS’s exceptionally stable 
Independence 20 is outfitted with two bucket seats, one for the 
skipper and one for the crew, that can pivot from one side of the 
boat to the other. These seats are equipped with 5-point harnesses 
to ensure that sailors are comfortable and secure when steering 
the boat or handling lines. Last year, Matt DeLillo went sailing 
with NESS’s Associate Director of Sailing, Nick Ewenson. We 
asked Matt about his adaptive sailing experience.
 What attracted you to sailing?
I was attracted to sailing after driving over the Newport Bridge 
countless times as a child. Seeing boats in the bay with their sails 

Just a couple guys enjoying a fine afternoon, as Matt DeLillo steers 
NESS’s Independence 20.   © Caroline Knowles/nessf.org
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full was always an intriguing sight. I would ask question after 
question, to which my parents would give their best attempts. 
The fact that vessels could be powered purely by wind is fascinat-
ing to a child. My first time sailing was at summer camp, around 
age 12. They paired us off into teams of two and taught us how 
to rig and sail Sunfish on a pond in Eastern Connecticut. After a 
couple days, we sailed them by ourselves and began racing each 
other around the pond. I have always had an affinity to the water, 
particularly the ocean.
 How did you get into adaptive sailing?
A few years ago, I was in an awful motorcycle accident, shattering 
two vertebrae in my upper back and causing a spinal cord injury 
that left me with no feeling or voluntary movement from my 
chest down. Last summer, I raced Independence 20s in Newport, 
RI with Sail to Prevail. It was a lot of fun. The races were intense 
and they kept you ‘on your toes’.
 Please describe your adaptive sailing experience at NESS.
My experience at NESS was quite a bit different than racing 
in Newport. We were not racing, so the mood was much more 
relaxed when I went out in Stonington with Nick. We really got 
to enjoy being out on the water, and he taught me a great deal 
about the science of sailing without the added stresses of racing. I 
also liked how even though NESS did not have the exact equip-
ment I was used to, we made it work and enjoyed a couple great 
afternoons on the water. When you’re out there with nothing but 
the ocean around you, wheelchair back on the dock, you forget 
what the word disability even means. It was just a couple guys 

enjoying a fine afternoon. 
 Adaptive sailing at NESS is a hands-on, on-the-water 
experience. So, whether you want a thrilling adventure, relax-
ing cruise, or a new competitive sport, NESS’s growing adaptive 
sailing program provides ample opportunities for people with any 
type or degree of disability to get out on the water. Through our 
adaptive sailing program, NESS provides access to the ocean and 
takes students out of their comfort zones for personal growth and 
empowerment.
 Lessons are available at NESS’s Stonington location Wednes-
day through Friday from 10 am to 12 pm or 1 pm to 3 pm and 
on Wednesday from 5 pm to 7 pm. Lessons are $150 per session, 
and scholarships are available.
 Save the Date! Adaptive Sailing Demo Day on May 19
Come learn what our program has to offer and meet fellow 
sailors! Registration is open for our FREE Adaptive Sailing Demo 
Day on May 19! No experience is required, but spots are limited 
and registration is required! Sessions will be 9 am to 11 am, 12 
pm to 2 pm, and 3 pm to 5 pm. Visit nessf.org/events for more 
information and to sign up.
 Looking for more information? Contact us at  
adventure@nessf.org. ■

Caroline Knowles grew up sailing in Buzzards Bay and now explores 
Long Island Sound by boat. When she is not out on the water, she works 
in marketing and communications at the New England Science & Sailing 
Foundation.
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Volvo Ocean Race Update
Leg 7 of the Volvo Ocean Race 2017-18, from Auckland, New 
Zealand to Itajaí, Brazil, was by far the most difficult stage of the 
race, and the sailors will almost certainly rank it as one of the 
hardest in the history of the event that began as the Whitbread 
Round the World Yacht Race in 1973. 
 The 7,600-nautical mile leg took the seven teams deep into 
the Southern Ocean, with an amended Ice Exclusion Zone set 
as far south as 60 degrees south latitude. Down in the ‘Furious 
Fifties’ (south of 50 degrees latitude), steady gale force winds of 
30-35 knots and seas up to 20 feet were the norm, with frequent 
squalls bringing gusts upwards of 50 knots and towering seas. 
The temperature plummeted to just above freezing, and snow 
and hail were common.
 For the second time in this race, tragedy struck when John 
Fisher of Southampton, UK, a crew member on Team Sun Hung 
Kai/Scallywag, was lost overboard. The incident happened on 
March 25, approximately 1,400 miles west of Cape Horn. Con-
ditions at the time (15 minutes before sunrise) were 35-45 knots 
with showers reducing visibility. The boat surfed down a large 
wave, leading to an accidental jibe. Fisher was on deck, mov-
ing forward from the cockpit to tidy up the FR0 sheet. He had 
unclipped his tether, as was standard procedure when moving 

between positions.
 As the mainsail swung across, the mainsheet system 
knocked Fisher off the boat. He was wearing a survival suit and 
a lifejacket, although his shipmates believe he was unconscious 
from the blow before hitting the water. Despite searching for 
several hours in challenging conditions, the team was unable to 
recover him. The rest of the fleet was approximately 200 miles 
downwind, and sending them back upwind to assist, against 
gale to storm force winds, was not a viable option. Fighting a 
devastating emotional and physical battle to ensure the rest of 
the crew and their Volvo Ocean 65 arrived on shore safely, the 
team made landfall in Chile a week later.
 Team Brunel arrived in Itajai on April 3, scoring an incred-
ibly narrow win of less than 15 minutes over Dongfeng Race 
Team. “It’s been an unbelievable leg,” said Team Brunel Skipper 
Bouwe Bekking. “We are sad in our hearts about the loss of John 
Fisher and that sits very deep with us, but from a sporting stand-
point we sailed a very nice leg so we take confidence from that.” 
 The victory means Team Brunel has collected all 16 points 
available for this leg (14 for winning the double-point scor-
ing leg, a one point bonus for being the first boat around Cape 
Horn, and a one-point win bonus) and nearly doubled its overall 
total from 20 to 36 points. With their second place finish in Leg 
7, Dongfeng Race Team overtook MAPFRE (who finished fifth) 
as the overall leader.

Team Brunel led the fleet around Cape Horn en route to victory in Leg 7.   © Ainhoa Sanchez/Volvo Ocean Race
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 “We always wanted to aim for the maximum points this leg, 
as it means we would most likely be top three,” Bekking said. 
“From now on it will be a matter of just chipping away. We’ve 
seen stranger things happen in the past in this race so I think 
we’re now in great shape to go for the finish in The Hague.” 
 Rhode Island’s home team, Vestas 11th Hour Racing, was 
dismasted shortly after passing Cape Horn and forced to retire 

from Leg 7. Due to weather conditions at the time, the only 
option was to cut away the rig to keep the hull from being dam-
aged and risking the safety of the crew onboard.
 “The decision did not come lightly,” explained skipper 
Charlie Enright (Bristol, RI). “We never want to put anything in 
the ocean. We set out in this campaign to be the most sustain-
able team in the race, and we are not going to let this incident 

John Fisher (1970 - 2018)   © Jeremie Lecaudey/Volvo Ocean Race

Conditions on Leg 7 were brutal, as seen in this 
photo aboard Team Brunel in the Southern Ocean.   
© Yann Riou/Volvo Ocean Race
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stop that. We are going to offset our entire carbon 
footprint and we are working with 11th Hour Rac-
ing to make sure that is the case.” The team made 
landfall in the Falkland Islands and, as this issue 
went to press, was executing a plan to return to the 
race in time for the start of Leg 8.
 Leg 8 from Itajai to Newport, RI started on 
April 22. At 5,700 nautical miles, this is the last 
long offshore leg of the 45,000 nautical mile race 
around the world that started in Alicante, Spain 
on October 22. The fleet is expected to arrive in 
Newport May 10 and 11 (see page 28.) To follow 
the action, log onto volvooceanrace.com. ■

Crew member Bianca Cook (NZ) and Boat Captain 
Liz Wardley (AUS) at work aboard Turn the Tide on 

Plastic near the finish of Leg 7.   
© Sam Greenfield/Volvo Ocean Race

Overall Standings after Leg 7  
(In-Port Races are scored separately)                                                           

  1. Dongfeng Race Team 46
  2. MAPFRE 45
  3. Team Brunel  36
  4. team AkzoNobel  33
  5. Team Sun Hung Kai/Scallywag 26
  6. Vestas 11th Hour Racing 23
  7. Turn the Tide on Plastic 20
              

Larchmont Race Week
120 years in the making!

July 14 -22, 2018

Larchmont Race Week is the oldest regatta on Long Island Sound with adult racing 
on the two weekends, juniors racing Monday–Wednesday, and Thursday’s Opti Day. 

This is the largest single event on the Sound so be part of it! 

Be part of the racing, parties and fun!
To register or for information on the social activities visit www.larchmontyc.org.

Photos: Maureen Koeppel

LYC Race Week Windcheck May 2018 horizontal half.indd   1 4/16/2018   3:00:09 PM
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It’s Volvo Time in Newport!
Race Village Open May 8-20
The world’s most exciting ocean race is on its 
way to Newport, Rhode Island. This is the only 
North American Stopover for the Volvo Ocean 
Race 2017-18, and the 7-boat fleet is expected 
to arrive around May 10 and 11. As in 2015, 
Fort Adams State Park will be the site of the 
Race Village, and the Port Co-Hosts for the 
13-day public celebration include Sail New-
port, the State of Rhode Island, Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management, 
Discover Newport, and the Rhode Island 
Commerce Corporation. More than 130,000 
fans visited the Newport Race Village in 2015, 
and this year’s Stopover is on track to be bigger 
and better.

Gettin’ Around
Admission to the Race Village is free, and 
there’s free parking at Fort Adams from May 8-11. There’s a $10 
fee from May 12-17, and $20 May 18-20, with proceeds to benefit 
Sail Newport’s public access sailing programs. You can also pur-
chase a parking pass for May 12-20 ($45 for Sail Newport mem-
bers; $65 non-members). Courtesy of Viti Volvo in Tiverton, RI, 
anyone driving a Volvo into the park can park for free during the 
entire Stopover. (All overnight parking in Fort Adams is prohibit-
ed.) To purchase a parking pass and for information about in-town 
parking, visit volvooceanracenewport.com/parking-information.
 There will be two options for getting to the Race Village by 
ferry. The Newport Harbor Shuttle will provide continuous service 
between Perrotti Park and Fort Adams, and the Newport/James-
town Ferry will make frequent runs between Conanicut Island 

and Aquidneck Island. Check volvooceanracenewport.com/ferry-
information for details.
 The Newport Stopover seeks to demonstrate leadership in the 
Volvo Ocean Race as the most environmentally responsible port, 
and Sail Newport is partnering with local non-profit Bike New-
port to promote pedal-powered transportation to the event. You’ll 
find more “Park n’ Bike” info at volvooceanracenewport.com/
bicycling-information.

What’s Goin’ On?
Sail Newport’s Try Sailing opportunities aboard a J/22 will be 
available daily from Wednesday, May 10 through Friday, May 18. 
Other events are listed below. For the complete schedule, check 
volvooceanracenewport.com/events-schedule.

Tuesday, May 8
Race Village Opening 
Ceremony                   
4:00 pm -7:00 pm
Friday, May 11
Heineken Dock Party                                   
4:30 pm  - 7:00 pm   
Saturday, May 12
One Ocean Exploration 
Zone Opening        
11:00 am
Wednesday, May 16
M32 Catamaran Guest 
Sailing  (am) 
VO65 Practice Race (pm)
Thursday, May 17
VO65 Pro-Am Race                                    
3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
 Please note: Map is subject to change without notice.

Orange you glad we’re here?  These smiling sailors did the Newport  
In-Port Race with Team Alvimedica in 2015.    
© Amory Ross/Volvo Ocean Race
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Friday, May 18
Château D’Esclans Dock Party                    4:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Saturday, May 19
VO65 In-Port Race Dock Out Show           11:30 am - 12:15 pm
VO65 In-Port Race                                     2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
VO65 In-Port Race Prize Giving                 After racing
Dock Party                                                  4:30 pm - 7:00 pm                                                           
Sunday, May 20
Leg 9 Restart Dock Out Show                     11:30 am - 12:15 pm             
Leg 9 Restart (Newport - Cardiff, Wales)     2:00 pm

Best places to watch
The shoreline at Fort Adams offers great viewing for the Pro-Am 
Race, In-Port Race and Leg Start, as well as high energy “warm-up 
acts” including M32 catamarans, Moths, WASZPs, UFOs, kites, 

The VOR fleet will be docked at Alofsin Pier.  
© Marc Bow/Volvo Ocean Race

Newport Ocean Summit 
Volvo Pavilion at Fort Adams is the venue for the Newport 
Ocean Summit on Friday, May 18. Ocean Summits at previ-
ous Stopovers of the Volvo Ocean Race 2017-18 have seen 
the release of groundbreaking data on the amount of micro-
plastic pollution in European waters and produced a series of 
announcements to address the impacts of plastics on ocean 
health. Seating is limited, so apply soon at sustainability@
volvooceanrace.com.

French sailor Marie Riou of Dongfeng Race Team urges every 
sailor to sign the Clean Seas Pledge.   © Jen Edney/Volvo Ocean Race

Volvo Ocean Race Youth Academy sailors strike a pose with sailing 
legend Ken Read.  © Ainhoa Sanchez/ Volvo Ocean Race

and more, and Spectator Boat information will be available soon 
at volvooceanracenewport.com/spectator-boat.
 Premium Hospitality is available at the Ocean Race Club, 
which has prime seating just yards from the racecourse. The 
Ocean Race Club experience includes a premium tent with seating 
and dining areas, gourmet lunch, and full bar. During each racing 
period, guests will hear official commentary and receive race-day 
briefings from sailing experts. Tickets are available at volvoocean-
racenewport.worldsecuresystems.com/oceanraceclubtickets.

Visit the One Ocean Exploration Zone
The ocean connects us all by providing multiple services to our liv-
ing environment - food, weather patterns, the oxygen we breathe, 
and vast recreational activities. The One Ocean Exploration Zone 
presented by 11th Hour Racing is an educational destination 
offering hands-on opportunities to discover ocean science and the 
environment. For hours and a list of exhibitors, visit volvooceanra-
cenewport.com/one-ocean-exploration-zone.

Volunteer at the Volvo!
The Newport Race Village will need a tremendous volunteer team, 
and there are an amazing variety of opportunities for folks of all 
ages. If you are interested in helping to make this a great stopover 
for the teams and for visitors (and receiving some great swag), 
check out volvooceanracenewport.com/volunteer. ■
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MAY
2 and subsequent 
Wednesdays
America’s Boating Course   
Successful completion of this 
class, presented by the Peconic 
Bay Power Squadron, qualifies 
you for a New York Safe Boating 
Certificate. 7pm; Moose Lodge, 
Riverhead, NY; Vince Mauc-
eri: 631-725-3679; vamauceri@
gmail.com; WeBoatSafe.org; 
USPS.org   

3 & 17
Shoreline Sailing Club 
meeting   If you’re an active 
single over 35, this club’s activi-
ties include sailing, fishing, kayak-
ing, dances, dockside parties, 
golfing, skiing and more. Meet-
ings are held the first & third 
Thursdays of each month. 7pm; 
Old Saybrook Estuary Coun-
cil, 220 Main Street, Old Say-
brook, CT; shorelinesailingclub.
camp8.org/

4 - 6
Connecticut Spring Boat 
Show   Produced by Wind-
Check and sponsored by Brewer 
Essex Island Marina, Essex Boat 
Works, the Yacht Brokers As-
sociation of America, and Yacht 
World, this in-water boutique 
show features sail- and power-
boats and sea trials are available. 
A suggested donation of $5 per 
person benefits SailsUp4Cancer, 
a non-profit organization that 
helps families impacted by can-
cer. Brewer Essex Island Marina, 
Essex, CT; CTSpringBoatShow.
com

© CTSpringBoatShow.com

5
Return to the River   This 
Hudson River Community 
Sailing event brings together 
students & families in the HRCS 
youth development programs, 
adult sailing club members, and 
the general public. Students will 
bless, launch and sail the wood-
en boats they’ve built during 
the winter, volunteers and staff 
will offer short sailing lessons 
free of charge, and there will be 
maritime-themed workshops, 
food & music. 9am - 5pm; free; 
Pier 66 Boathouse, New York, 
NY; hudsonsailing.org

5
Connecticut Boating 
Course   Presented by Amer-
ica’s Boating Club of Green-
wich in conjunction with the 
Greenwich Marine Police, this U. 
S. Power Squadron course fulfills 
the requirements for a CT Safe 
Boating/PWC Certificate. 9am 
- 5pm (please arrive by 8:30 
for registration & coffee); $80 
per person includes coffee & 
sandwich lunch (family discounts 
available); please mail check pay-
able to GSPS to Susan Ryan, 76 
Tomac Ave, Old Greenwich, CT 
06870, and pre-register online at 
tinyurl.comGABCMay5; Green-
wich Police HQ, Greenwich, 
CT; Susan Ryan: 203-998-1864; 
GreenwichSquadron@gmail.
com; BoatGreenwich.org   Also 
offered 6/9

8
Women’s Eastern Long 
Island Sound Supper Se-
ries begins   This Yacht Racing 
Association of Long Island 
Sound Tuesday night series is 
hosted by Black Rock, Norwalk, 
Noroton & Pequot Yacht Clubs. 
yralis.org

8
Volvo Ocean Race New-
port Stopover Race Vil-
lage Opening Ceremony   
4 - 7pm; Sail Newport, Fort 
Adams State Park, Newport, RI; 
volvooceanracenewport.com   * 

© Ainhoa Sanchez/Volvo Ocean Race

8
Women’s Western Long 
Island Sound Supper Se-
ries begins   This Yacht Racing 
Association of Long Island 
Sound Tuesday night series is 
hosted by American, Riverside, 
Larchmont, Indian Harbor & Old 
Greenwich Yacht Clubs.  
yralis.org

© Mary Alice Fisher 
maryalicefisher.com

9 & subsequent Wednes-
days
Wednesday Night Rac-
ing Presented by Dream 
Yacht Charter   Open to any 
Oakcliff supporters, this unique 
series will be sailed in Oakcliff ’s 
fleet of 40-foot keelboats with 
onboard coaching from Oakcliff 
staff including America’s Cup 
winner and two-time Whitbread 
‘Round the World racer Dawn 
Riley. Participating sailors will 
receive discounts on charters 
all across the globe. 5:30 - 9pm; 
Oakcliff Sailing, Oyster Bay, NY; 
Bill Simon: 516-802-0368;  
oakcliffsailing.org;  
dreamyachtcharter.com

9
Black Rock Harbor 
Wednesday Night Series 
begins   Black Rock YC and 
Fayerweather YC, Bridgeport, 
CT; blackrockyc.org; fycct.org

9
EBYRA Wednesday 
Night Race Series begins   
Eastchester Bay Yacht Racing 
Association, City Island, NY; 
ebyra.com

9
Pequot Yacht Club 
Wednesday Night Series 
begins   Southport, CT;  
pequotyc.com

9
SYC Wednesday Night 
Race Series begins   Saga-
more Yacht Club, Oyster Bay, 
NY; sagamoreyc.com   

10
SYRF & the Science of 
Sailing   This Sailing Yacht 
Research Foundation event, with 
presentations by Past Chairman 
Steve Benjamin, Board member 
Scott Weisman, Communica-
tions Director Dobbs Davis, and 
Technical Director Jim Teeters, 
is an opportunity to learn about 
SYRF and how the science it 
supports is improving the sport. 
Stamford Yacht Club, Stamford, 
CT; sailyachtresearch.org;  
stamfordyc.com

10
Can One Thursday Night 
Series begins   New Rochelle, 
NY; canone.org

10
Riverside Yacht Club 
Thursday Night Series 
begins   Riverside, CT;  
riversideyc.org

11
Volvo Ocean Race New-
port Heineken Dock Par-
ty   With the seven-boat fleet 
in town, festivities commence 
at 4:30pm. Sail Newport, Fort 
Adams State Park, Newport, RI; 
volvooceanracenewport.com   

12
63rd Edlu Distance Race   
A 32-mile race from Larchmont 
Breakwater to Gong 11B off 
Eaton’s Neck and back (with 
shorter courses for Non-
Spinnaker boats), The Edlu is 
open to IRC & PHRF boats. 
Entries without PHRF ratings 
race with assigned ratings in the 

Calendar 2018
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Club Division. Entry includes 
“Sailors’ Welcome” with free 
Dark ‘n’ Stormies, beer, hot 
dogs and chili, live music, and 
high-res downloads of race 
photos. Larchmont Yacht Club, 
Larchmont, NY; more info and 
registration at YachtScoring.com 

12
Alfred Roosevelt Regatta   
Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht 
Club, Oyster Bay, NY;  
seawanhaka.org

12
Volvo Ocean Race New-
port One Ocean Explora-
tion Zone Opening   Pre-
sented by 11th Hour Racing, this 
family-friendly attraction is full 
of interactive exhibits highlight-
ing ocean sustainability, marine 
science, and sailing recreation. 
11am; Sail Newport, Fort Adams 
State Park, Newport, RI;  
volvooceanracenewport.com   

© Ainhoa Sanchez/ 
Volvo Ocean Race

12
Central Long Island 
Sound Lighthouse Cruise   
Venture out on the 64-foot 
Spirit of the Sound™, the coun-
try’s only research vessel with 
hybrid-electric propulsion, for 
an close-up look at five historic 
lighthouses: Peck Ledge, Greens 
Ledge and Sheffield Island 
lighthouses in Norwalk; Penfield 
Reef Lighthouse in Fairfield; and 
Stratford Shoal (Middle Ground) 
Light. Binoculars will be pro-
vided. The Maritime Aquarium 
participates in the U.S. Light-
house Society’s “Lighthouse 
Passport” program, a fun way 
to log your lighthouse pursuits. 
Aquarium staff can stamp the 
books of “passport” holders for 
every lighthouse seen during the 
cruise. (Bring your “passport” or 
buy one onboard.) The 5-hour 

cruise departs at 10am. $70 
($60 for Aquarium members); 
advance reservations are re-
quired. The Maritime Aquarium 
at Norwalk, CT; 203-852-0700, 
ext. 2206; maritimeaquarium.org

12
Cedar Point Yacht Club 
Open House   This club, 
offering “Racing at Its Best,” 
welcomes prospective members 
with static boat displays, boat 
rides (weather dependent), an 
RC boat demo, speakers, sailing 
videos, kids’ activities, food, info 
tables with other boating or-
ganizations, membership info & 
more. 11:30am - 2:30pm; 1 Bluff 
Point, Westport, CT;  
cedarpointyc.org

12 & 13
CPYC Foiling Clinic & 
Regatta   This inaugural 
event will be sailed (flown?) in 
WASZPs. Cedar Point Yacht 
Club, Westport, CT;

13
Captain Harbor Yacht 
Racing Association Sun-
day Series begins   Belle 
Haven YC, Indian Harbor YC, 
Riverside YC and Old Green-
wich YC, Greenwich, CT;  
yralis.org   

14 & 15
MetLife Veterans Regatta   
Organized by Sail Newport and 
MetLife, Inc. in partnership with 
Warrior Sailing, this event for 
veterans and active duty service 
members who are wounded 
or ill comprises a race training 
clinic with top coaches and a 
day of racing with participants 
teamed up with professional 
sailors. Sail Newport, Newport, 
RI; sailnewport.org

© Stephen Cloutier/photogroup.us
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15
11th Annual Dark ‘n’ 
Stormy Benefit   Proceeds 
from this event, featuring 
music and dancing with Men or 
Myth, food, open bar & unique 
raffle prizes, support Hudson 
River Community Sailing’s youth 
development programs with 
New York City public schools. 
7 - 10pm; Pier 66 Maritime (The 
Frying Pan) inside Hudson River 
Park, New York, NY; tickets at 
hudsonsailing.org

15
Breakwater Irregulars 
Tuesday Night Spring 
Series begins   Stamford, CT; 
breakwaters.org

16
LHYC Summer Series 
begins   Lloyd Harbor Yacht 
Club; lhyc.org

16
Wednesday Night Twi-
light Series begins   Indian 
Harbor YC and Old Greenwich 
YC, Greenwich, CT; yralis.org

16 - 6/27
J/24 Fleet 61 Spring 
Series   City Island, NY; 
j24fleet61.com

17
Volvo Ocean Race New-
port VO65 Pro-Am Race   
A fortunate few amateurs will 
sail with the VOR teams. 3 - 
4pm; Sail Newport, Fort Adams 
State Park, Newport, RI;  
volvooceanracenewport.com   

17
James L. Nelson: From 
Tall Ships to Viking Long-
ships   In this Mystic Seaport 
presentation, the award-winning 
author of The Norseman Saga 
will discuss the Viking invasion 
of Ireland in the 9th Century 
and share stories about his own 
journey from sailing on tall ships 
to becoming an accomplished 
author. 1:30 & 6:30pm; $15 for 
Mystic Seaport members ($20 
non-members); The River Room 
at Latitude 41° Restaurant, 
Mystic, CT; call 860-572-5331 to 
purchase tickets; mysticseaport.
org

17
Cow Bay Cruising Asso-
ciation Thirsty Thursday 
Night Series begins   Port 
Washington, NY 

19
Hands-On Safety at Sea 
Seminar   Presented by the 
Storm Trysail Foundation, this 
US Sailing event will follow an 
interactive curriculum where 
attendees fire distress flares, put 
out fires, learn damage control, 
set storm sails, and rescue a 
man overboard, and more. Open 
to racers & cruisers and sail- & 
powerboaters, it offers two 
instructional tracks: Level 100 
for new participants and Level 
200 available only to sailors 
planning on participating in the 
2018 Bermuda Race who’ve 
completed a Level 100 Seminar. 
SUNY Maritime College, Bronx, 
NY; for more information and 
to register, visit  
stormtrysailfoundation.org

19
NESS Adaptive Sailing 
Demo Day   This event in-
troduces a new program at the 
New England Science & Sailing 
Foundation in which individuals 
with a variety of cognitive and/
or physical disabilities will safely 
learn to sail with an experienced 
captain and teacher aboard 
an adaptive-ready, specifically 
designed Independence 20.11am 
- 3pm; Stonington, CT; 860-535-
9362; nessf.org

19
109th Annual Henry E. 
Abbott Memorial NYAC 
Stratford Shoal Race   
New York Athletic Club Yacht 
Club, New Rochelle, NY;  
nyac.org

19
The Geartester   This is a 
10- to 20-mile Navigator-style 
race with PHRF Double-handed 
and fully crewed Spinnaker 
& Non-spinnaker divisions. 
Awards will be presented for 
the best combined results in The 
Geartester & The Gearbuster 
(October 6). Test it, then Bust 
it! Indian Harbor Yacht Club, 
Greenwich, CT;  
sailing@indianharboryc.com;  
indianharboryc.com

19
Volvo Ocean Race New-
port VO65 In-Port Race   
The Dock-Out Show begins at 
11:30am, with the start sched-
uled for 2pm. Sail Newport, Fort 
Adams State Park, Newport, RI; 
volvooceanracenewport.com   

19
America’s Boating Course   
Presented by the Seawanhaka 
Power Squadron, this United 
States Power Squadron course 
fulfills the requirements for a 
New York Safe Boating Certifi-
cate. 9am; Nassau Community 
College; Garden City, NY; P/c 
George W. Winsper, Sr.: 516-333-
6297; gwins12345@aol.com; 
WeBoatSafe.org; USPS.org

19
Circumnavigate the 
Island of Staten   This 
National Lighthouse Museum 
cruise, aboard the 120-foot 
Majestic Princess, passes under 
four bridges – Bayonne, Goeth-
als, Outerbridge and Verrazano 
– and follows the New York & 
New Jersey shorelines along the 
Arthur Kill. Presenters aboard 
will talk about the notable sights. 
1 - 4pm (rain or shine); Pier 1 
(adjacent to the National Light-
house Museum), Staten Island, 
NY; lighthousemuseum.org

19
America’s Boating Course   
Presented by the Westchester 
Sail & Power Squadron, this 
United States Power Squadron 
course fulfills the requirements 
for a New York Safe Boating 
Certificate. 8am; New Rochelle, 
NY; Frank Palmieri: 914-424-
2255; frankp56@optonline.net; 
USPS.org

19
Meet the Local 
TowBoatU.S. Captain   
Learn more about the tow-
ing services offered through 
BoatU.S. There will be refresh-
ments and giveaways. 10am - 
4pm; West Marine, 33 Business 
Park Drive, Branford, CT; 203-
481-3465; westmarine.com

19
America’s Boating Course   
Presented by the Norwalk Sail 
& Power Squadron, this United 
States Power Squadron course 
fulfills the requirements for a 
CT Safe Boating Certificate. 
9am; Norwalk, CT; Karl Wagner: 
203-274-5550; NSPSEducation@
gmail.com; USPS.org

19 & 20
CPYC Lightning Early Bird 
Regatta   This event is hosted 
by Lightning Fleet 126. Cedar 
Point Yacht Club, Westport, CT; 
cedarpointyc.org 

19 & 20
Etchells Atlantic Coast 
Championship   This event 
is hosted by Etchells Fleet 1. 
American Yacht Club, Rye, NY; 
americanyc.org; etchellsna.com

19 & 20
LHYC Race for the Case 
Spring Series   A case of rum 
is the prize for the best overall 
performance in this regatta. 
Lloyd Harbor Yacht Club, NY; 
lhyc.org

19 - 25
Huntington Safe Boating 
Week   This event includes 
a New York State 8-hour Safe 
Boating Class (free of charge 
through a partnership with Town 
of Huntington), courtesy Vessel 
Safety Inspections by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and the 
Neptune Sail and Power Squad-
ron, a “Meet the Commodores 
Event,” the 6th Annual Hunting-
ton Waterfront Festival (see 
below), and more. Huntington, 
NY; Jackie Martin: 631-923-1463; 
Info@HuntingtonSafeBoatin-
gWeek.com; HuntingtonSafe-
BoatingWeek.com 

20
Volvo Ocean Race Leg 9 

© Howie McMichael
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Start   The Dock-Out Show 
begins at 11:30am, with the 
start of the 3,300-nautical mile 
leg to Cardiff, Wales scheduled 
for 2pm. Sail Newport, Fort 
Adams State Park, Newport, RI; 
volvooceanracenewport.com; 
volvooceanrace.com   

20
6th Annual Huntington 
Waterfront Festival   This 
family-oriented event includes 
arts & crafts vendors, new & 
used boating equipment, nautical 
antiques, representatives from 
boat dealers, watersports camps, 
boating clubs & boating safety 
organizations, harbor tours, a 
beer/wine food court, live music, 
a Kids’ Zone and much more. 
Mill Dam Park, Huntington, NY; 
HuntingtonSafeBoatingWeek.
com/waterfront-festival

23
CPYC Wednesday Night 
Series begins   Cedar Point 
Yacht Club, Westport, CT; 
cedarpointyc.org

23
NYC Wednesday Evening 
Series begins   Norwalk 
Yacht Club, Norwalk, CT;  
norwalkyachtclub.com

24
Atlantic Cup Charleston 
Kids Day   Young people will 
have an up-close look at the 
Class40s and a special meet & 
greet with the sailors. Charles-
ton City Marina, Charleston, SC; 
atlanticcup.org

25
73rd Annual Block Island 
Race   First held in 1946, the 
Storm Trysail Club’s 186-nauti-
cal mile race from Stamford, CT 
around Block Island and back 

is a qualifier for the Northern 
Ocean Racing Trophy (IRC), the 
Double Handed Ocean Racing 
Trophy (IRC), the New England 
Lighthouse Series (PHRF), and 
the Gulf Stream Series (IRC), as 
well as the YRALIS Caper, Sagola 
and Windigo trophies and the 
‘Tuna’ Trophy for the best com-
bined IRC scores in the Edlu 
(40%) and Block Island Race 
(60%). stormtrysail.org

25 - 28
47th Figawi Race Week-
end   Comprising a pursuit 
race from Hyannisport to 
Nantucket, weekend revelry and 
a return race, The Figawi raises 
funds for several charities. Hyan-
nisport and Nantucket, MA; 
figawi.com 

25 - 28
Mitchell Memorial Day 
Regatta   A relaxed event with 
an emphasis on fun, this annual 
non-spinnaker race from New-
port to Block Island was started 
by Newport YC Past Commo-
dore Cliff Mitchell in honor of 
his grandfather. Newport Yacht 
Club, Newport, RI;  
newportyachtclub.org

26
Atlantic Cup Leg 1 Start   
Doublehanded teams em-
bark on the 642-nautical mile 
northward run to Brooklyn, NY; 
Charleston Maritime Center, 
Charleston, SC; atlanticcup.org

26
King Cup   Norwalk Yacht 
Club, Norwalk, CT;  
norwalkyachtclub.com

26
Book Signing with An-
ders Winroth   The author 
will sign copies of his book The 
Age of the Vikings, in which he 
sheds new light on the complex 
society, culture, and legacy of 
these legendary seafarers. 2 - 
4pm; Mystic Seaport Maritime 
Bookstore, Mystic, CT;  
mysticseaport.org

26 & 27
LYC Memorial Day One-
Design Regatta   This 
event is open to Etchells, IODs, 
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S-Boats, Shields & Viper 640s. 
Larchmont Yacht Club, Larch-
mont, NY; larchmontyc.org

26 - 28
Singles Under Sail Memo-
rial Day Sailaway   This 
event starts and finishes at 
Captain’s Cove Seaport in Black 
Rock, CT, with an overnight 
on moorings in Port Jefferson, 
NY. To learn more about this 
club whose mission is to bring 
together single people with 
an interest in sailing, boating & 
related activities, visit  
singlesundersail.org.
 
27
WSC Pierce Invitational 
Regatta   This Eastern Con-
necticut Sailing Association 
points race is sponsored by 
Windjammers Sailing Club. 
Milford, CT; Ivan Nussberg: 203-
435-4089; Ivan.Nussberg@gmail.
com; windjammers.org

27
CYC Memorial Day Re-
gatta   This event will be sailed 
in Ensigns and Stars. Centerport 
Yacht Club, Centerport, NY; 
centerport-yc.org

28
Mystic Seaport Decora-
tion Day   On the 150th an-
niversary of Memorial Day, the 
Museum of America and the Sea 
honors fallen Civil War soldiers. 
9am- 5pm; Mystic, CT;  
mysticseaport.org

29
Atlantic Cup Leg 1 Finish   
Leading teams are scheduled 
to complete the 642-nautical 
mile leg from Charleston, SC, 
finishing right off Pier 5. One°15 
Marina, Brooklyn, NY;  
atlanticcup.org

29 & subsequent Tues-
days
America’s Boating Course   
Presented by the Hempstead 
Bay Power Squadron, this United 
States Power Squadron course 
fulfills the requirements for a 
New York Safe Boating Cer-
tificate. 7:30pm; Wantagh Park, 
Wantagh, NY; Anna M. Welland-
er: 516-293-7773; aawell@

verizon.net; WeBoatSafe.org; 
USPS.org

30
HHC Wednesday Night 
Series begins   Hempstead 
Harbour Club, Glen Cove, NY; 
hempsteadharbourclub.com

31
8th Annual Robie Pierce 
Women’s Invitational   
Sailed in Ideal 18s, this is the 
first and still the only regatta 
for women with disabilities. 
Larchmont Yacht Club, Larch-
mont, NY; Bill Sandberg: 
William.L.Sandberg@gmail.com; 
robiepierceonedesignregatta.
com

JUNE
1 - 3
10th Annual Robie Pierce 
One-Design Regatta   
Sailed in Ideal 18s, The Robie has 
the largest fleet of single design 
boats in an adaptive regatta in 
the U.S. Larchmont Yacht Club, 
Larchmont, NY; Bill Sandberg: 
William.L.Sandberg@gmail.com; 
robiepierceonedesignregatta.
com

© Jim Reilly

1 - 3
17th Annual CPYC 
OneDesign Regatta   This 
event is open to one-design 
keelboats (23 feet LOA & up) 
including (but not limited to) At-
lantics, Etchells, J/70s, J/88s, J/92s, 
J/30s, J/105s, J/109s, Soverel 33s 
& Beneteau 36.7s. Cedar Point 
Yacht Club, Westport, CT; John 
Cooke: CPYCCODR@gmail.
com; cedarpointyc.org

2
24th Annual Rhode Island 
Leukemia Cup Regatta   
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Hosted by New York Yacht 
Club since 2008, this fundraiser 
advances the mission of the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
to cure leukemia, lymphoma, 
Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma, 
and improve the quality of life 
of patients and their families. 
Raise a Sail, Save a Life! NYYC’s 
Harbour Court, Newport, RI; 
nyyc.org

2
DIYC Spring Regatta   
Hosted by Duck Island Yacht 
Club, this ECSA Offshore 
Circuit race is a qualifier for the 
Long Sand Shoal Cup. West-
brook, CT; diyc.com

2
17th Annual Women’s 
Sailing Conference   A pro-
gram of the National Women’s 
Sailing Association supported by 
BoatU.S. and Black Rock Sailing 
School, this all-day event is a 
fantastic opportunity for women 
of all skill levels to learn or en-
hance a variety of recreational 
sailing skills through land and 
water-based workshops led by 
some of the top women sailors 
in the sport. Raffles and a silent 
auction will benefit the Women’s 
Sailing Foundation. Corinthian 
Yacht Club, Marblehead, MA; 
Joan Thayer: joan_thayer@com-
cast.net; womensailing.org

2
IYRS Graduation & 
Launch Day   An annual 
Newport tradition unlike any 
other, this gathering of students 
of the IYRS School of Boatbuild-
ing & Restoration and families 
and friends celebrates the 
launching and sailing of boats 
built and restored over the pre-
vious nine months. 10am- 12pm; 
free; Newport, RI; iyrs.edu

© iyrs.edu

2
FYC/BRYC Double Hand-
ed Series Race #1   This 
series is hosted by Fayerweather 
Yacht Club and Black Rock Yacht 
Club. Bridgeport, CT; fycct.org; 
blackrockyc.org

2 & 3
SYC Double Handed 
Regatta   Comprising a 
distance race of approximately 
20 miles each day, this 2-day 
event is open to any boat 24 
feet LOA or over that holds 
a valid YRALIS PHRF or IRC 
certificate, or is a member of 
a recognized one-design class, 
and it’s a qualifier for the Yacht 
Racing Association of long Island 
Sound’s Edward du Moulin Cup. 
Stamford Yacht Club, Stamford, 
CT; stamfordyc.com

2 & 3
5th Annual Gotham Mul-
tihulls Regatta   The fifth 
edition of this event, sponsored 
by the New England Multihull 
Association and hosted by the 
Richmond County Yacht Club 
and One° 15 Brooklyn Marina, 
is open to all multihulls with a 
NEMA handicap rating. Staten 
Island & Brooklyn, NY; gotham-
multihulls.com; nemasail.org

© Laurent Apollon Images

2 & 3
Maritime Cup Regatta   
This PHRF event is part of the 
Hudson River Yacht Racing 
Association Series. Kingston 
Sailing Club at the Hudson River 
Maritime Museum, Kingston, NY; 
kingstonsailingclub.org;  
hryra.org

3
NBYC Early Bird Re-
gatta   Hosted by Niantic Bay 
Yacht Club, this Off Soundings 
“Odyssey” Tune-Up is the first 
of a two-race series for the new 
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Pre Soundings Cup. Free guest 
moorings – for up to 2 weeks! – 
are available. Not to be missed 
is the “Sirens’ Temptation” 
Awards Party, featuring “Trojan 
Horse” cocktails, Appetizers 
Homer-Style by Slipper Shell 
Galley, live music by Achilles’ 
Heel, best-costumed awards, a 
bonfire, beach games, a 50/50 
raffle to benefit Niantic Bay Sail-
ing Academy, and more! Niantic, 
CT; John Bourget: 860-463-9772; 
JRBouget@aol.com; YachtScor-
ing.com; nbyc.org

3
Harborfest 2018 Craft 
Fair   Arts & crafts, live music, 
family fun stage, children’s fun 
park, nautical & environmental 
exhibits, food, a model yacht re-
gatta, boat cruises on Manhasset 
Bay and more. 10am - 5pm; Port 
Washington, NY;  
pwcraftfair.com

7 - 10
39th Annual Sea Music 
Festival   With performers 
from across the U.S., Canada, 
the UK, France and Iceland, this 
event showcases music from the 
Golden Age of Sail through the 
best of contemporary composi-
tion. Events include the Music 
of the Sea Symposium (at Con-
necticut College in New Lon-
don), a Sea Music Contra Dance, 
concerts, special performances 
for children, workshops, and a 
unique opportunity to wit-
ness sea music at work aboard 
historic vessels. Mystic Seaport, 
Mystic, CT; smf@mysticseaport.
org; mysticseaport.org

7 & 21
Shoreline Sailing Club 
meeting   If you’re an active 
single over 35, this club’s activi-
ties include sailing, fishing, kayak-
ing, dances, dockside parties, 
golfing, skiing and more. Meet-
ings are held the first & third 
Thursdays of each month. 7pm; 
Old Saybrook Estuary Coun-
cil, 220 Main Street, Old Say-
brook, CT; shorelinesailingclub.
camp8.org/

8
World Oceans Day   This is 
a global day of ocean celebra-
tion and collaboration for a 

better future. Worldwide; find 
events & resources at  
worldoceansday.org

8 & 9
Off Soundings Club An-
nual Spring Series   Hosted 
by the Off Soundings Club, this 
race from Watch Hill, RI to 
Block Island is an ECSA points 
event. offsoundings.org

8 - 10 
NYYC 164th Annual Re-
gatta   Sponsored by AIG, the 
oldest continually run regatta in 
the USA is open to yachts with 
a minimum LOA of 25 feet in 
IRC, One-Design, Cruiser-Racer, 
Double-Handed, Classic and 
Multihull divisions. New York 
Yacht Club’s Harbour Court, 
Newport, RI; nyyc.org

© Daniel Forster

9
Payea Distance Race   Old 
Greenwich Yacht Club, Old 
Greenwich, CT; ogyc.org

9
National Marina Day at 
Branford Yacht Club   At-
tractions at this free public fes-
tival include kids’ games, touch 
the Branford Fire boat & Police 
boat, try paddleboarding, fly 
fishing & fly tying demos, craft 
& boating vendors, safe boating 
exhibits by the U.S. Coast Guard 
and SeaTow, music, food trucks, 
a raffle to support Take a Vet 
Fishing, and much more. 10am - 
4pm; free; Branford Yacht Club, 
Branford, CT; branfordyc.org

9 & 10
Sail Newport Youth 
Challenge   One of the most 
exciting youth regattas in New 
England, this event welcomes 
Optimist, Laser Radial, Club 420 
& 29er racers. Sail Newport, 
Newport, RI; sailnewport.org 

Power up your sailing program!

800.784.6478
optistuff.com

Low cost, low maintainence

Completely Optimist compatible
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9 & 10
Wickford Regatta   This 
celebration of One-Design Fun 
is open to 5O5s, F-16s, F-18s, 
29ers, UFOs, I420s, C420s, La-
sers, Laser Radials, WASZPs and 
RS Aeros. Wickford Yacht Club, 
Wickford, RI;  
wickfordregatta.com

© Cate Brown/ 
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9 & 10
City Island Cup   This 
Eastchester Bay Yacht Racing As-
sociation regatta is open to all 
PHRF, IRC & One-Design boats. 
City Island, NY; ebyra.com

9 & 10
Women’s Invitational 
Team Race   This regatta will 
be sailed in Ideal 18s. American 
Yacht Club, Rye, NY;  
americanyc.org

9 & 10
Chelsea Open Regatta   
This PHRF event is part of the 
Hudson River Yacht Racing As-
sociation Series. Chelsea Yacht 
Club, Chelsea, NY;  
chelseayacht.org; hryra.org

9 & 10
Pirates Weekend   Present-
ed by the Downtown Milford 
Business Association, this event 
kicks off with the Pirate’s Ball 
at Fowler’s Pavilion (Saturday 6 
- 10pm; age 21+) and continues 
with Pancakes with Pirates at 
Lisman Landing (Sunday 9 - 
11am; $10), and culminates with 
the 16th Annual Pirate’s Day 
Treasure Hunt in which Captain 
William Kidd and crew sail the 
Pirate Ship Oz into Milford Har-
bor and “take over” downtown 
Milford (Sunday 11am - 5pm; 
free) The Oz docks at Lisman 
Landing at noon. Activities 

include face painting, live music, 
and Connecticut’s best & largest 
scavenger hunt. Pirate garb & 
salty dog talk are encouraged! 
Milford, CT; downtownmil-
fordct.com/piratesweekend

10
33rd Annual Mayor’s Cup   
Presented by the Halloween 
Yacht Club, the Breakwater 
Irregulars and the City of Stam-
ford, this regatta was started 
in 1986 to maintain Stamford’s 
association with the sea and 
to foster community spirit and 
waterfront pride. Stamford, CT; 
hyc.net/mayorscup

10 
Magnus Pedersen Regat-
ta/Tappan Zee Challenge 
Named after the founder of 
Lightning Fleet 75, this event is 
hosted by Lightning Fleet 75, 
Sonar Fleet 23, and the NBC Vi-
per 640 fleet. Nyack Boat Club, 
Nyack, NY; nyackboatclub.org

10
CPYC PHRF Sunday 
Series begins   Cedar Point 
Yacht Club, Westport, CT; 
cedarpointyc.org

14 - 17
Brooke E. Gonzalez 
Advanced Racing Clinic   
Dedicated to the memory of 
a young sailor whose tenacity, 
sportsmanship, drive & deter-
mination set her apart from her 
peers, the “BEG” is the premier 
dinghy racing clinic on the East 
Coast and sailed in Lasers, I420s, 
C420s, Bytes & 29ers. Sail New-
port, Newport, RI; sailnewport.
org/Clinics/gonzalezclinic

15
Sails Up 4 Cancer Skip-
per’s Party: Cornhole 
BBQ   Preceding the Sails Up 
4 Cancer Regatta (see below), 
this event includes the distribu-
tion of Sailing Instructions and a 
Q&A with the Race Committee, 
followed by the Mystic Corn-
hole Company Tournament, 
Dogwatch BBQ, open bar, and 
live music by Lone Wolf Trio. 6 
- 10pm; Mystic Shipyard, Mystic, 
CT; su4c.org/event/skippers-
party
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15
51st Newport Bermuda 
Race   For the average sailor, 
there aren’t many tests of blue 
water seamanship as accessible 
as the biennial 635-mile race 
from the City by the Sea to the 
Onion Patch. Organized by the 
Cruising Club of America and 
the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club 
and first run (from Brooklyn, 
NY) in 1906, this is the oldest 
regularly scheduled ocean race in 
the world. bermudarace.com

© Daniel Forster/PPL

15 - 8/3
American Waters: A Ma-
rine Show and The Hud-
son Valley Art Associa-
tion’s 85th National Juried 
Exhibition   This exhibition 
features marine themed art-
work by members of the Lyme 
Art Association and the Hudson 
Valley Art Association. Opening 
reception on Saturday, 6/23, 5:30 
- 7:30pm; Gallery hours  
are Wednesday through Sunday, 
10am - 5pm, and by appointment. 
Admission is free but a $5 do-
nation is suggested. Lyme Art 
Association. Lyme, CT; 860-434-
7802; lymeartassociation.org 

16
6th Annual Sails Up 4 
Cancer Regatta   Sponsored 
by Mystic River Yacht Club and 
supporting the Lawrence Memo-
rial Hospital and Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute partnership 
and cancer research, this ECSA 
points event has traditional 
racing and a “Picnic Fleet” for 
non-competitive sailors, who 
are encouraged to take cancer 
patients and family members out 
to watch the races. The Regatta 
Shore Party (which is open to 
the public and non-sailors!) fol-
lows, featuring a Wellness Expo, 
BBQ, silent auction, raffle, and 

live music by Rock & Soul Revue. 
Sailors Do It For the Cure! Make 
some waves. Make a difference! 
Mystic Shipyard, Mystic, CT; Bob 
Davis: 860-383-5405; bobdavis@
mymryc.com; su4c.org/event/
sails-up-4-cancer-regatta/

© su4c.org

16
31st Annual Port Jeffer-
son Harbor Cup Regatta   
This event is open to any skipper, 
with or without yacht club af-
filiation, whose boat has a PHRF 
rating. Port Jefferson Yacht Club, 
Port Jefferson, NY;  
portjeffersonyachtclub.com

16
Buzzards Bay Blast   This 
New England Multihull Associa-
tion distance race is open to all 
multihulls with a NEMA handicap 
rating. Marion, MA; Bob Gleason: 
bob@themultihullsource.com

16
Martha’s Vineyard Cat-
boat Rendezvous   Edgar-
town, MA; Mark Alan Lovewell: 
mark@markalanlovewell.com; 
catboats.org

© catboats.org

16
Chanteyman Cup Race   
Norwalk Yacht Club, Norwalk, 
CT; norwalkyachtclub.com

16
Payea Round the Island 

Jamestown moorings

Located at the entrance of narragansett Bay 
just behind “Clingstone” the House on the 

rocks, 1nm west of newport & absolute tops  
in proximity to Bi, mV & aCK.

Daily, weekly, monthly and  
seasonal rates available.  

moorings accommodate Boats 30’ up to 80’.

Launch Service • Dinghy Dock • Upland Storage
Special Pricing for New Seasonal Mooring Customers

www.JBY.com
Ellen at (401) 423-0600 or  ellen@jby.com
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Chase Race   This PHRF 
event is a fun family race with 
no start! Slowest boat starts 
first, fastest starts last; first to 
the finish wins. Old Greenwich 
Yacht Club, Old Greenwich, CT; 
ogyc.org

16
14th Annual Internation-
al Surfing Day   Established 
by the Surfrider Foundation 
and Surfing Magazine, this global 
event celebrates the sport of 
surfing, the surfing lifestyle, 
and the sustainability of ocean 
resources. Ours to Enjoy, Ours 
to Protect. surfrider.org

16
Barracudas, Sting Rays 
& More Show Cars from 
the Sea   On the day before 
Father’s Day, bring dad to see 
some of the finest rides ever 
named for fish in The Mari-
time Aquarium at Norwalk’s 
first-ever auto show. Eleven 
“must-sea” machines include 
a 1962 Covington El Tiburon 
(Shark) Roadster (pictured), ‘54 
Bangert Manta Ray, ‘70 Plym-
outh Barracuda, AMC Marlins 
and Corvette Sting Rays. 10am 
- 5pm; free with Museum admis-
sion; The Maritime Aquarium at 
Norwalk, Norwalk, CT;  
maritimeaquarium.org

© Geoffrey Hacker 

16
4th Annual Charles Island 
SUP CUP   Presented by 
Scoot & Paddle and the Sur-
frider Foundation’s Connecticut 
Chapter, this event is open to 
SUPs, kayaks, outrigger canoes 
& surf skis, with a 5-mile elite 
race, 2.25-mile recreational race, 
and .5-mile youth race. Activities 
include storytelling, song and 
dance with Kaiholunuie Poly-

nesian Dance Company; beach 
yoga; SUP yoga; live surf music; 
free surf, SUP & kayak demos; 
food trucks; raffles; giveaways 
and more, with 100% of pro-
ceeds to charity. Walnut Beach, 
Milford, CT; facebook.com/
charlesislandsupcup; scootand-
paddle.com; ctsurfrider.org

16 & 17
Etchells New England 
Championship   This regatta 
is hosted by Etchells Fleet 15. 
Shelter Island Yacht Club, Shelter 
Island, NY; siyc.com

16 & 17
Clearwater’s Great Hud-
son River Revival   Inspired 
by Pete Seeger’s desire to clean 
up the Hudson River more 
than 40 years ago, the Clear-
water Festival features seven 
sustainably powered stages with 
diverse music, dance, storytelling 
& family-oriented programming, 
Handcrafters’ Village, Green 
Living Expo, Working Waterfront 
with small boat exhibits & rides, 
Artisanal Food & Farm Mar-
ket, environmental education 
exhibits, and the Circle of Song 
where audience participation is 
the focus. Performers include 
Dave Alvin & Jimmie Dale 
Gilmore, The Mavericks, The 
Nields, Ani DiFranco, Jeff Tweedy, 
Hot Rize, They Might Be Giants, 
Beth Orton, Willie Nile Band, 
and many more. Croton Point 
Park, Croton-on-Hudson, NY; 
clearwaterfestival.org

17 - 22
Block Island Race Week 
2018   It’s On! Presented by 
Duck Island Yacht Club and 
Block Island Yacht Club with a 
mantra of Race. Relax. Repeat, 
this event features five days of 
racing for One-Design, PHRF, 
ORC, IRC, Classics & Multihulls, 
a first-time participants class 
with video debriefing & coach-
ing each day, a Cruising class 
with one race per day starting 
at 2pm, and daily activities for 
friends & family not out on the 
water. Block Island, RI;  
birw2018.com

17 - 22
Joseph Conrad Overnight 
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Sailing Camp (Beginner/
Intermediate)   This six-day 
program is for sailors age 10 - 
13 who already have basic sailing 
skills. Campers sleep aboard the 
square-rigger Conrad and can 
explore everything the Museum 
of America and the Sea has to 
offer. Mystic Seaport, Mystic, CT; 
860-572-5322; mysticseaport.
org   Also offered 6/24 - 29, 7/15 
- 20 and 8/12 - 17; Beginners & 
Intermediate camps also available

18 - 21
Newport Charter Yacht 
Show   At this unique event, 
charter brokers and select 
clients learn about dream vaca-
tions aboard world-class yachts 
from 50 to 200 feet. Newport 
Shipyard, Newport, RI;  
newportchartershow.com

18 - 25
Newport Sailing Week 
presented by Newport 
Shipyard   Open to Stars, 
J/70s, Viper 640s, VX One De-
signs, VX Evos, Shields, A-Class 
Cats & Classic Day Racers, this 
one-design event features amaz-
ing sailing in Narragansett Bay, 
an exhibit at Bowen’s Wharf, and 
exciting events in bars &  
establishments throughout 
town. Newport, RI;  
newportsailingweek.com

20
JSA All Instructor Sym-
posium   The Junior Sailing As-
sociation of Long Island Sound 
runs this event for instructors, 
head instructors & program di-
rectors, featuring presentations 
filled with practical, hands-on 
curriculum ideas, because Level 
1 is not enough training. 8:30am 
- 3pm; Larchmont Yacht Club, 
Larchmont, NY; Bob Whittredge: 
info@jsalis.org; jsalis.org

20 - 24
16th Annual C. Thomas 
Clagett, Jr. Memorial 
Regatta & Clinic   North 
America’s premier race training 
event for sailors with dis-
abilities is hosting the 2018 U.S. 
Para Sailing Championship. The 
Singlehanded Championship 
for the Judd Goldman Trophy 
will be sailed in 2.4mRs, the 
Doublehanded Championship 

for the Chandler Hovey Trophy 
in RS Venture Connects, and 
the Triplehanded Championship 
for the Gene Hinkel Trophy in 
Sonars. Sail Newport, Newport, 
RI; clagettregatta.org

© Clagett Regatta

21
Summer Solstice   First day 
of summer…Woo Hoo!

22 - 24
27th Annual WoodenBoat 
Show   Presented by Wood-
enBoat Magazine, this unique 
show features an amazing 
variety of wooden watercraft, 
expert demonstrations, a family 
boatbuilding program, and much 
more. Mystic Seaport, Mystic, 
CT; advance tickets at  
thewoodenboatshow.com

23
6th Annual NESS Fest   
Presented by the New England 
Science & Sailing Foundation, 
this event is free and open to 
the public. Activities include 
sailing, kayaking & stand up 
paddle boarding. Participants 
are welcome to enjoy ocean 
adventure activities & giveaways, 
tour the facilities, meet the staff, 
and learn more about summer 
programs at NESS. No prior 
experience in water sports is 
necessary and participants will 
be supervised by trained & ex-
perienced NESS staff members. 
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11am - 3pm; Stonington, CT; 
860-535-9362; nessf.org

23
The Corinthians Single-
Handed & Double-Hand-
ed Race   Norwalk Yacht Club, 
Norwalk, CT; norwalkyachtclub.
com; thecorinthians.org

23
Noroton Catboat Ren-
dezvous   Noroton Yacht 
Club, Darien, CT; Frank Kemp: 
fkemp@optonline.net; 203-656-
1129; catboats.org

23 & 24
18th Annual Summer 
Sailstice   This global celebra-
tion of sailing takes place on 
waterways all over the world. 
Join an event or just share your 
plans, and you’ll be entered to 
win dozens of fun and exciting 
prizes including a one-week 
bareboat BVI charter with Sun-
sail, an Offshore Sailing School 
course, a one-year BoatU.S. Un-
limited Saltwater towing mem-
bership, a Cobalt folder from 
Boye Boat Knives, swag from 
North Sails and UK Sailmakers, 
and much more. Register at 
SummerSailstice.com.

23 & 24
JSA Performance Clinic   
This Junior Sailing Association of 
Long Island Sound event is for 
C420, Laser, Radial & RS Feva 
sailors who want to advance 
their racing skills. Stamford Yacht 
Club, Stamford, CT; Bob Whit-
tredge: info@jsalis.org; jsalis.org

23 & 24
82nd Annual CIYC Dis-
tance Race   City Island Yacht 
Club, City Island, NY;  
cityislandyc.org 

23 & 24
34th Annual Hudson 
Cove Regatta   This PHRF 
event is part of the Hudson 
River Yacht Racing Association 
Series. Hudson Cove Yacht Club, 
West Haverstraw, NY; hudson-
cove.com; hryra.org 

23 & 24 
Whalers Race   This distance 
race is open to all multihulls 

with a New England Multihull 
Association handicap rating. 
New Bedford Yacht Club, South 
Dartmouth, MA; Don Watson: 
dwatson@neboatworks.com; 
nemasail.org

24
CYC Independence Day 
Regatta   This event is open 
to Ensigns and Stars. Centerport 
Yacht Club, Centerport, NY; 
centerport-yc.org

23 - 27
U.S. Youth Championship   
This event, for the Johnstone, 
Manton Scott, Conner, Steven, 
and Perry Trophies, will be sailed 
in the Laser, Radial, Nacra 15, 
I-420, 29er and Techno 293 Plus. 
Carolina Yacht Club, Wrightsville 
Beach, NC; ussailing.org/racing/
championships/youth/youth-
champs/

24
Solstice One-Design Re-
gatta   This event is open to 
Ideal 18s & Lasers. Old Green-
wich Yacht Club, Old Greenwich, 
CT; ogyc.org

27
Junior Safety-at-Sea 
Seminar   Presented by the 
Storm Trysail Foundation and 
sponsored by the Jamie Boeckel 
Fund for Safety at Sea and Sailing 
World, this hands-on workshop 
includes presentations covering 
safety procedures, particularly 
man overboard recovery and 
big-boat organization & crew 
work, in-the-water demonstra-
tion of inflatable PFDs and the 
inflation of a six-man canopied 
life raft, and sail handling & man 
overboard drills, both upwind 
with jibs and downwind with 
spinnakers. Shelter Island Yacht 
Club, Shelter Island, NY; Ed 
Carey: edwardcarey@goodener-
gy.com; stormtrysailfoundation.
org/safety-at-sea-seminars

30
87th Annual Stratford 
Shoal Distance Race   Riv-
erside Yacht Club, Riverside, CT; 
riversideyc.org

Add your event to our print and 
online calendar by emailing to 

contactus@windcheckmagazine.com
by the 7th of the month.
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from the captain of the port
By Vincent Pica
Commodore, First District, Southern Region (D1SR) 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary

When the perfectly calm day sneaks up on you while you are 
daydreaming and turns into a snarly, life-stealing beast, all your 
training rushes to the front of the “screen.” But sometimes, all 
your skill isn’t going to get you home. And sometimes the boat 
itself is what betrays you as she threatens to slip away beneath 
you. You are going to be hard to find – unless you are sending a 
personal signal to the satellite that will call the U.S. Coast Guard 
for you. This column is about that.

Trained in Saving Yourself
Among the various locator devices is one that used be known as 
a Personal EPIRB or “PPIRB.” This is what we now call a “PLB” 
or Personal Locator Beacon. You wear it on your person. It also 
has a built-in GPS. When you attain a coxswain rating in the 
USCG Auxiliary (the person responsible for the boat, the crew 
and the mission), the USCG gives you a PLB: “Even if you go 
hiking, take this with you. If you get lost, we’ve got too much 
invested in you not to come get you!” Be aware that there are 

private companies now that offer 
devices that can locate you while 
you are underway and offer rescue 
notification services. I have no 
fully formed opinion of them, pro 
or con, but if I am not registering 
myself and my device with NOAA 
(beaconregistration.noaa.gov/), then 
I have to figure that my call for help 
has to pass through at least one ad-
ditional set of hands…  

Back in the day… 
The old model EPIRBs transmitted 
on dual frequencies of 121.5 and 243 
megahertz (MHz). This was hope-
fully picked up by passing planes and satellites. It could take four 
to six hours for someone or something to pass overhead before 
it reached the USCG. Also, the footprint that you were within 
could be as much as 12 square nautical miles. That is a square 
12nm long and 12nm wide. That’s a lot of water to cover. On 
the USCG website (navcen.uscg.gov/marcomms/gmdss), it says 

The Personal Locator Beacon – It Locates You! 

This pocket-sized device 
just might save your life.   
© acrartex.com
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that the 121.5/243MHz devices are “no longer recommended.” 
 
The State of the Art… 
Interestingly, the 121.5MHz frequency is favored for radio direc-
tion finding (RDF), so the newest EPIRBs now transmit simul-
taneously on 406MHz and 121.5MHz. The 406MHZ reduces 
the footprint to 1 square nautical mile. It’s heard by satellites all 
over the world and, within an hour, the USCG Rescue Coordi-
nation Centers will have commenced coming to your aid. And 
the rescuers will also be looking for your EPIRB’s 121.5MHz 
signal with their RDF gear. In heavy seas, that may very well be 
the difference between passing right by you while you are in the 
trough or knowing that you are just over the next wave. 

But my boat has an EPIRB
Good! I just hope you don’t fall off the boat… Or, as the tale 
below details, your EPIRB battery, which you dutifully replaced 
(as I just did!) by shipping it to the lowest-cost provider of bat-
tery replacement services that could be found on the internet, 
doesn’t fail at the time that it is most needed – as you grab it in 
an abandon ship scenario…

From Ocean Navigator, 3/16/2010
I read everything about the sea that I can get my hands on – 
hard copy, electronic, notes in bottles… Back in 2010, Ocean 
Navigator magazine published a story by Fredrick Gary Hare-
land about this same subject and I saved it as an object lesson. 

Mr. Hareland recounted in his story the following about the 
crew of a 57-foot vessel making way from Hong Kong to Phuket 
when disaster struck:
 “In closing, I must inform you that our crew and passengers on 
board that 57-footer were all rescued thanks to the master’s back-up 
PLB. Turns out the EPIRB failed to deploy, but that little handheld 
PLB got the alert through and the victims are toasting it and each 
other while retelling their recent adventure.”
  Redundancy will look very cheap and very smart, if/as/
when…and they fit in your pocket.
 If you are interested in being part of the USCG Forces, 
email me at JoinUSCGAux@aol.com or go direct to the D1SR 
Human Resources department, who are in charge of new mem-
bers matters, at  d1south.org/StaffPages/DSO-HR.php and we 
will help you “get in this thing.” ■

The Acting Commander for U.S. Coast Guard Sector Long Island 
Sound is Commander Kevin Reed. CDR Reed is responsible for all 
active-duty, reservist and auxiliary Coast Guard personnel within 
the Sector. As a Commodore of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
First District, Southern Region, Vin Pica works closely with CDR 
Reed and his staff to promote boating safety in the waters between 
Connecticut, Long Island and 200 nautical miles offshore. Sector 
Long Island Sound Command Center can be reached 24 hours a 
day at 203-468-4401.
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sound environment.
The Start of a New Era
By Peter Linderoth, Water Quality Program Manager  
for Save the Sound

Scientists are taking a new look at the way they collect data 
in local harbors. Under the leadership of Save the Sound, the 
new Unified Water Study brings together citizen groups to 
consistently measure the ecological health of bays and harbors 
around Long Island Sound. Together, we expect to monitor 36 
bays and harbors in New York and Connecticut this summer. 
These groups run the gamut from local environmental groups 
to municipal and federal organizations. There’s a camaraderie 
among the participants that contributes to the success of the 
sampling season. 

Why a Unified Water Study?
The Unified Water Study (UWS) is designed to assess the envi-
ronmental health of our Long Island Sound bays and harbors. 
Abundant data are already being collected in the “main stem” 
of Long Island Sound by federal and state agencies, although 
there are data gaps in over 100 bays and harbors. Along the 
coastline of our Sound, these areas are frequently used for rec-
reation and enjoyment. This study is designed for community 

sampling groups to fill in these gaps with high quality data. 
That information will be used to inform managers making de-
cisions to protect and restore our estuary while also providing 
the public with an idea of how the water and its inhabitants, 
are faring in their local bay, harbor, or inlet. 
 All groups follow a set of identical field procedures in the 
data collection process, which allows for comparable results 
across waterways. Following these set procedures also helps 
ensure the data being collected for this effort are high-quality. 
 First and foremost, the study is designed to assess the 
impacts of excess nutrients in our Sound’s bays and harbors. 
Excessively high levels of nutrients, especially nitrogen, have 
been damaging the Sound ecology for decades. It can lead to 
harmful algal blooms, salt marsh loss, and fish kills. The study’s 
baseline water quality parameters, which Save the Sound began 
tracking in 2016, are dissolved oxygen, temperature, salinity, 
water clarity, macrophyte surveys (aka seaweed and eelgrass), 
and chlorophyll a. These parameters help identify high nutri-
ent inputs to a waterway and document their harmful impacts. 
 The study also has the added benefit of uniting communi-
ty sampling groups around the Sound into a growing network. 
This collaboration brings about benefits that are beyond the 
high quality data collected every season. The collective voice 
and efforts of the UWS monitoring groups will bring about 



windcheckmagazine.com     WindCheck Magazine    May 2018    45

sustained coordinated water quality sampling, more 
local data, and a far-reaching set of eyes on the water. 
 The network of professionals involved goes 
beyond just the water quality monitoring teams. 
A diverse array of state, federal, municipal, and 
non-governmental representatives met to design this 
study and provide feedback to ensure we have our 
bases covered in terms of longevity and data usability. 
 Save the Sound piloted an additional level of the 
study this past summer, which integrates continu-
ous dissolved oxygen logging, nutrients, and video 
surveys of the Sound floor for deeper analyses. 
 For 2018, we are adding another ten groups 
to the study, bringing the total to 21. Monitoring 
results will be shared with New York State, Con-
necticut, and the Environmental Protection Agency. 
They will also be made public and integrated into the 
Long Island Sound Report Card in future years. That 
is a whole other story, so stay tuned!  ■

This article was originally posted at Green Cities Blue 
Waters, a blog by Connecticut Fund for the Environ-
ment and its bi-state program Save the Sound, and is 
reprinted with permission. For more information, visit 
greencitiesbluewaters.wordpress.com and  
ctenvironment.org.

The author and Save the Sound Environmental Analyst Elena Colón 
testing water quality in Mamaroneck Harbor. Water testing demon-
strations by “Sound Sleuths” in Long Island Sound are ongoing. TV 
crews and reporters are welcome to film dockside or on board the test 
boats. Contact Burns Patterson at 917-575-9155 to schedule.    
© Save the Sound 
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The Boating Barrister
Boat Porn Lessons: Making Salty Adventures Safer
By John K. Fulweiler, Jr., Esq.

I’m an admitted consumer of “boat porn.” It’s not the salacious 
viewing you’re conjuring. Boat listings (both print and online), 
boat ‘fail’ videos (including the grainy, but always amusing trailer 
launch mishaps) and YouTube’s offerings of those living aboard 
their sailboats are the images I steal away to view. If you watch 
enough of this stuff, you’re left with the impression that a lot of 
folks do stupid things and get away unscathed, that luck favors the 
novice, and that nobody seems much to care about the elements of 
good seamanship. I’m hoping not to see you, the prudent mariner, 
in any of this boat porn and here’s a few thoughts for avoiding 
such a fate.
 The paper chart. Your iPad, the tablet, the smartphone and 
the talking watch may all show you digitized plot lines, but their 
information is dependent on the flickering flow of electrons. 
Worse, the information these electronics provide is contingent 
upon the Gods. That is, almost all of these gadgets rely on satel-
lite communications so that an interruption in the information 
highway means you’re navigating a watery roadway without any 
guidance. Whether it’s a maintenance issue or a government gone 
rogue, you have no control over a satellite to make sure it keeps 
spouting signals.  It’s crazy: I watch young couples skitter across 
big stretches of ocean water entirely reliant on an iPad without 
anyone ever doing any chart work. Seriously, in all these videos, 
I’ve never seen a paper chart! And, understand, I’m not suggest-
ing anyone break out the sextant and pencil-mark the celestial 
navigation tables, but how about some plotting? How about some 
regularly timed intervals where you mark your position on a paper 
chart so that when the doodad in the sky quits, you can point your 
bow toward shore?
 Radar. My experience is that these machines are bolted onto 
recreational crafts and rarely used. It’s like vessel owners figure 
radar must be as plug-and-play as a cell phone or Facebook, and 
when there’s fog they imagine hollering on the VHF: “Don’t worry, 
Bud. I’ll turn it on and you can follow me home!” Eh, not really. 
You see, radar (and these new wireless options look awesome and 
are creeping lower in price) requires some finesse. Surprise, you 
need some skills to work a radar! You need time interpreting what 
the hell is on the screen, and it’s time you don’t want to acquire 
when the fog is socked in solid. Practice using your radar on a clear 
day and understand how to adjust range and learn what hap-
pens when you fuss with the gain, zoom, trail and ring options. 
Anyone can noose a stethoscope around their neck and look like a 
doctor, but it takes some practice to learn what a leaky heart valve 
sounds like. It’s the same thing with radar and you’d be foolish not 
to spend time acquiring some imaging skills before you need its 

wizardry for real.  
 AIS. If you’ve read my words over the last few years, you 
know my Alex Jones tendencies when it comes to the govern-
ment barging in our collective business. This makes my growing 
attraction for AIS difficult. I’m unsuccessfully trying to fight my 
AIS urges and might as well just confess I think AIS may be a 
good thing. Like an airplane’s transponder that whistles out its 
location in the air, a vessel’s AIS broadcasts similar information. 
At this time, my understanding is that certain commercial vessels, 
passenger vessels and towing vessels are required to have AIS. The 
rest of the floating lot not covered by the federal statutes may (but 
aren’t required to) have an AIS aboard. I suspect the AIS require-
ments may broaden in the years to come. As my sailing steed and 
I sometimes break out of our coastal confines and tilt across ocean 
waters, I’ve got an AIS aboard. This prudent mariner’s thinking is 
that when I’m in pea-thick fog in the Gulf of Maine, maybe that 
tug and barge unit will see me aboard my plastic hull whereas they 
might not have on radar. 
 A good head. This will sound like the talk of an elderly 
man, chewing too much on his lip and spinning on about how it 
was when he was young. Still, in the late 1980s and early ‘90s, I 
spent a lot of time alone on a vessel assisting others in what was 
the beginning of the various boating assistance opportunities that 
exist today. I quickly learned the importance of measuring risk and 
analyzing options before picking a path forward. I learned how 
to huff big breaths to calm yourself when a flood tide’s worth of 
panic wants to roll over you and cloud your thinking. Small skills, 
maybe, but skills I still rely on today in my maritime personal 
injury practice. You can’t book-learn your way into being a compe-
tent sailor. You’ve got to practice at being the best and smoothest 
in all your shipboard activities from docking to fueling to tacking 
around to avoid a powerboat.     
 It’s late morning here on a beautiful Saturday and I’m going 
to run out and leave my prudent mariner thoughts to simmer. 
I’ve got a sea strainer to install, a ten-year-old daughter wanting to 
uncover her Opti, and a southern wife still wondering how she got 
herself into all this boating stuff!

 Underway and making way.   ■

John K. Fulweiler, Esq. is a Proctor-in-
Admiralty representing individuals and 
small businesses in maritime matters includ-
ing personal injury claims throughout the 
East and Gulf Coasts and with his office in 
Newport, Rhode Island. He can be reached 
at 1-800-383-MAYDAY (6293), or visit his 
website at saltwaterlaw.com.
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Prepare to Win
By Peter J. Coleman

Publisher’s note: It’s been said countless times that winning is the 
result of preparation and that luck favors those who practice. The 
reason pro sailors consistently finish at the top of pro/am events is 
not necessarily because they were born with innate ability or were 
holding a tiller from age two. It’s because the repetition burns the 
preparation into the way they go about racing. I’ve been racing all 
my life, yet I still find myself halfway out to the racecourse with “not 
sure” being the answer to a host of equipment, tactical or strategic 
questions. 
 So, what’s the shortcut to help everyone from Wednesday night 
racers to avid offshore amateurs achieve better success and thus more 
fun? Checklists! Build them, stick to them (before leaving the dock) 
and I guarantee you will perform better. The following is a great 
start. This article, which we’re serializing for your summer racing 
program, was written specifically for J/70 racing but it’s applicable 
to practically any boat. Make a bunch of copies, laminate them, and 
tape them to your dashboard, bulkhead, toolbox and life jacket and 
enjoy what it’s like to focus on racing your boat. 

Setup
   • Teflon tape spreaders.
   • Suction cup water bottle holder and radio holder.
   • Double reading clinometer. Know your optimum heel  

 angles!
   • Tacktick micro compass. On bigger boats, GPS-enabled.
   • Paddlewheel speedo. Make sure it’s calibrated!
   • Use yellow whipping twine to mark jib sheet and spinnaker 
 tackline.
   • Spin sheet ratchet blocks on same deck pad eye as jib sheet 
ratchet blocks. (This is specific to a J/70 but on any boat, you 
should constantly evaluate the best position for your blocks and 
thus sheeting angles. Don’t be afraid to move things and try out 
new positions.)

Tuning
   • Tools: 50’ Measuring Tape, PT-2 Loos Tension Gauge, Per-
manent Marker, Electrical Tape. 
   • MARK EVERYTHING! Sheets, Sprit-out line and other 
spinnaker gear, tack line, halyards, control lines 
   • Spreaders: Measuring from the mast, along the aft edge of 
the spreader, put tape stripes at 18” and 22” with the measured 
edge of the stripe closest to the mast. (practically all classes have 
this measurement in some form to trim your headsail by…check 
your tuning guide.)

Headstay length: Attach the spinnaker halyard to the bow or 
sprit to support the mast, allowing the headstay to be discon-
nected, pull headstay taut down the front face of the mast and 
a mark on the headstay. Use marking pen corresponding to the 

Continued on page 54

Making a checklist – and sticking with it! – will help bring you to the pointy end of the fleet.   © AllenClark/PhotoBoat.com
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book review.
We’re Good
The Power of Faith, Hope &  
Determination

By Meg Keeshan McGovern
Published by Morgan James  
Publishing   180 pages    
paperback and eBook

The 10th Annual Robie Pierce One-
Design Regatta will be sailed June 
1- 3 at Larchmont Yacht Club, and 
you’ll find no competitor in this won-
derful event for sailors with disabili-
ties with greater determination to win 
than Chris O’Brien of Trumbull, CT.
       An NCAA Division 1 swimmer 

at the College of Charleston, Chris was enjoying a day on Block Is-
land after finishing his freshman year, beach hopping with friends. 
Diving into a wave for a final swim before catching the ferry, 
18-year-old Chris struck a sandbar headfirst, breaking his neck and 
becoming a quadriplegic. Author Meg Keeshan McGovern, whose 
sons Billy and Peter grew up with Chris and his brother Matt, 
created this memoir in the words of Chris, Matt, parents Carrie & 

Paul, grandparents Nan & David, Aunt Lori, several friends and 
coaches, each recounting memories of the incident and sharing 
thoughts on Chris’ ongoing rehabilitation.
 A native of Darien, CT, the author grew up sailing and racing 
at Noroton Yacht Club. “When Chris began sailing, I was excited 
for him and loved hearing his stories,” she says. “When I started 
writing the book, I kept telling Chris he needed to get back out 
on the water.” As a teenager, Chris sailed the Vineyard Race as bow-
man on his friend and mentor Cliff Crowley’s Swan 44 Moondance. 
Cliff, whose excellent ‘On Watch’ article about Chris can be found 
at windcheckmagazine.com, entered Chris as a skipper in last year’s 
Robie (before actually telling him about the regatta!) and proudly 
serves as his able-bodied crew. “I will walk again in this lifetime,” 
says Chris. Those who know this fiercely determined young man 
are equally confident that he will.
 Meg Keeshan McGovern is a middle school Language Arts 
teacher whose favorite genre to teach is memoir and who loves 
writing with her students. We’re Good is her first non-fiction mem-
oir to be published, although she has other work in progress. She 
lives in Trumbull with her husband Brian and yellow lab Gia.
 An inspiring story of perseverance, tenacity and the power of 
love, We’re Good can be pre-ordered on Amazon. The eBook edition 
will be available at Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Books-A-Million 
on July 3. Paperback pre-orders are expected to ship in late August, 
with books arriving in stores October 9. ■



windcheckmagazine.com     WindCheck Magazine    May 2018    49

Up to Speed & Smarts
with Dells

By David Dellenbaugh

In sailboat racing, the skipper usually holds the wheel or tiller, but 
it’s the performance of the entire team that determines the success 
of your race. This is especially true at starts, where there’s a lot go-
ing on, and even the best skipper can get flustered or distracted. So 
whenever you are crewing, pitch in at the start. (I can assure you 
we skippers need all the help we can get!) Here are some things 
you can do to help make sure things go smoothly: 
   Always trim your sails for full speed unless you are told 
otherwise. This takes constant attention, because your sailing angle 
is changing continuously before the start and you get a lot of bad 
air from other boats. Keep aware of general changes in the wind as 
well and, if necessary, adjust your sail control settings.  
 Use your weight and sails to help steer the boat as much 
as possible. Before the start you must often maneuver in tight 
quarters at slow speed. The rudder won’t work so well in these situ-
ations because there’s not much water flowing past it. Therefore, 
you must rely on other techniques. 
 

Keep a sharp lookout for converging boats and report these loudly 
to the helmsperson, even if they appear to be obvious and even 
if you have the right of way over them. Be as specific as possible. 
Don’t say, “Look out for that boat!” Do say, “Do you see the grey 
boat on starboard tack?” 
 Give a loud and clear countdown of the time remaining 
until the start. As a skipper, I like to hear every 15 seconds from 
5 minutes until one; every five seconds from one minute until 20 
seconds; and every second from 20 until the start. As a timekeeper, 
you can also provide other help. For example, you can give a 
countdown to the preparatory signal so the rest of your crew can 
set their watches; or you can remind your skipper that the one-
minute rule will soon go into effect. 
 The timekeeper (or someone else) should also keep good track 
of the race committee signals. For example: Are you starting on 
the right color shape? What course are you sailing? What is the 
course and distance to the first mark? Was there an I, Z or black 
flag displayed at the preparatory signal? After the start, did the 
race committee hoist an X flag (Individual recall) or first substitute 
(General recall)? 
 Keep an eye on the big strategic picture up the course. Con-
tinue to think about whether your first-leg strategy still makes 
sense. The helmsperson will often have his or her head “in the 
boat” during the final 5 or 10 minutes before the start, and this is 
the most important time to be looking around. 
 Once you are set up for your final approach to the line on 
starboard tack, keep an especially good lookout for boats clear 
astern that might overlap you to leeward. These boats can easily 
ruin your start because they’re allowed to luff you head to wind 
with even a small overlap, so give your helmsperson plenty of 
warning. ■

This article originally appeared in David Dellenbaugh’s Speed & 
Smarts, The newsletter of how-to tips for racing sailors. If you want to 
sail faster and smarter, log onto SpeedandSmarts.com.

A resident of Easton, CT, Dellenbaugh was tactician and starting 
helmsman for America3’s successful defense of the America’s Cup in 
1992. He’s a Lightning World Champion, two-time Congressional 
Cup winner, seven-time Thistle National Champion, two-time winner 
of the Canada’s Cup, three-time Prince of Wales U.S. Match Racing 
Champion, and a winner of the U.S. Team Racing Championships for 
the Hinman Trophy. 

Help Your Skipper Get a Good Start

Meg Leary, a member of the Young American Junior Big Boat Sailing 
Team, signals aboard Mad Blue at the start of the Dorade Trophy Re-
gatta. On bigger boats, the bow person has a very important role at the 
start. As soon as you hoist sails and begin to sail around in the starting 
area, get up on the bow and “direct traffic.” Keep a sharp lookout 
ahead (especially in the blind spot behind the genoa), and use hand 
signals (pointing to windward or leeward) to help your helmsperson 
steer clear of other boats.  © Rick Bannerot
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Introducing the Tri-State Youth 
Offshore Challenge
As part of the Storm Trysail Club’s efforts to engage younger 
sailors in the offshore component of yacht racing, the Tri-State 
Youth Offshore Challenge has been created which includes a se-
ries of regattas in eastern Connecticut, Rhode Island and Shelter 
Island, New York.
 The series will incorporate the 10th Mudnite Madness 
Overnight (July 27; organized by the Mystic River Mudhead 
Sailing Association), the Race Around Shelter Island (August 3; 
organized by the Shelter Island Yacht Club), and the Ida Lewis 
Distance Race (August 17; organized by the Ida Lewis Yacht 
Club).
 The winner of the series will receive the Rugg Family Youth 
Offshore Trophy, a new trophy donated by the Rugg Family 
through the generosity of Storm Trysail Club member Peter 
Rugg, who along with fellow STC member Bruce Lawrence, had 
the initial vision for the series and were instrumental in bringing 
it to fruition. 
 “We have a very active community of young sailors who are 
looking for additional opportunities to move up from dinghy 
and small keelboat sailing to big boat distance racing,” said 
Rugg. “Spurred on by the American YC’s success with their 
Young American program [run by STC members Peter Becker 
and Rob Alexander], and the donation to the MudRatz (the Ju-
nior sailing arm of the Mudheads) of the Swan 48 Dreamcatcher, 
we felt the time was right to launch a youth-focused offshore 
series.”
 “Boat owners are always looking for crew, especially younger 
and more agile crew,” said Lawrence,  “and one of the challenges 
to increasing the level of participation in offshore sailing is the 
lack of breadth and depth in the crew pool. It seemed to us that 
one of the best ways of getting more boats out there is to provide 
more youth sailors with a chance to ‘get their feet wet’ – as well 
as the rest of their bodies! – in shorter overnight, distance and 
offshore races.”
 Teams competing for the Rugg Trophy must complete at 
least two of the three events in good standing, and have one 
more than half of the crew (rounded up) between the ages of 14 
and 23 in the current calendar year (e.g. five qualifying youths 
out of seven total). The boats must be offshore-capable yachts 
with a minimum LOA of 30 feet.
 Any boat owners who would like to participate in the series, 
and any crews looking for boats/teams to race with, are encour-
aged to contact the Series co-chairs Bruce Lawrence (Bruce@bo-
gaertconstruction.com) or Tim Keyworth (Timothy@worldtrad-
ingcorporation.com).
 As the Storm Trysail Club is a leader in the promotion of 
offshore safety (the Foundation arm of the Club runs numer-
ous Safety-At-Sea and Junior Safety-at-Sea seminars every year), 
each member of the crew under 18 must have attended a Junior 
Safety-At-Sea seminar and every member of the crew over 

18 shall hold a valid US Sailing Safety-At-Sea certificate. The 
complete and official Notice of Series with more details concern-
ing the eligibility and safety requirements, as well as the scoring 
procedure can be found at stormtrysail.org/regattas/tri-state-
youth-offshore-challenge.
 Upcoming Storm Trysail Foundation Junior Safety-At-Sea 
seminars – required for all crew members under the age of 18 – 
include:

• Wednesday, June 27 at Shelter Island Yacht Club, Shelter 
Island, NY
Ed Carey: edwardcarey@goodenergy.com
 
• Saturday, June 30 at Balboa Yacht Club, Newport Harbor, CA
Ian Vickers: ianhbca@gmail.com
Peter Macdonald: peterm@tenant-works.com
 
• Monday, July 9 at Annapolis Yacht Club, Annapolis, MD
Ross Dierdorff: ross.dierdorff@gmail.com
 
• Friday, July 20 at Larchmont Yacht Club, Larchmont, NY
Dick York: York.richardw@gmail.com
 
• Wednesday, July 25 at Raritan Yacht Club, Perth Amboy, NJ 
Kelly Robinson: krobins@rutgers.edu
Ann Myer: myer.annj@gmail.com
 
• Wednesday, July 25 (venue TBA), Stonington, CT
Peter Rugg: ruglet@peterrugg.com
Frank Bohlen: walter.bohlen@uconn.edu

More information about the Storm Trysail Foundation’s Junior 
Safety-At-Sea events may be found at stormtrysailfoundation.
org/junior-safety-at-sea-seminars. ■

Sailing in the Youth Challenge division with members of the Grimes 
and Moffet families comprising her crew, Paul Grimes’ J/35 Breakaway 
took third in PHRF Spinnaker 2 in the 2016 Ida Lewis Distance Race.   
© Cate Brown/catebrownphoto.com
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SYRF – Supporting the Science 
of Sailing
Like it or not, there is not one aspect of sailing – racing or cruis-
ing – that does not involve science. Even if you’re unable to do 
the calculations yourself to describe it, everyone who sails has 
an appreciation of the forces that help propel a boat through the 
water: the strength and angle of the wind, the size of the waves, 
the size of the boat and its hull shape, the amount of sail in the 
rig and the angle of heel – all of these and more contribute to the 
speed and behavior of the boat.
 The more we sail, the more we intuitively grasp how these 
relate to each other to influence the performance of the boat, 
and we can adjust the trim as needed to find the right balance in 
speed, comfort and safety appropriate for any voyage.
 However, with the application of the appropriate scientific 
formulations and principles to measure and describe these forces, 
this behavior can be quantified and predicted with a degree of 
certainty beyond just intuition. The calculations to do this are 
complex. Twenty years ago, some serious computers were needed 
to run these so-called Velocity Prediction Programs (VPPs), but 
they can now be run on a laptop in just a few minutes.
 If the VPPs are accurate, then in theory they could be used 
to help create fair competition between boats of different types 
and sizes by recognizing their individual performance potential 
and using this to created ratings or handicaps for each boat. As 
the course sailed is described according to its distance, its elapsed 
time, and/or a model of the wind direction(s), then race manag-
ers can score objectively using these fair handicaps.
 In the last couple of decades, the evolution of boat design 
has been quite rapid as new materials and technologies have 
enabled boats with much greater performance. VPPs have had 
to adjust accordingly to ensure fair handicaps. The technologists 
managing the rating systems using VPPs now have better tools 
than in previous decades, and the modeling tools have gotten 
better, but the research needed to effectively use these tools is an 
ongoing challenge in both time and funding support.
 So, faced with this reality, the Sailing Yacht Research Foun-
dation (SYRF) was founded about 15 
years ago to provide the support needed 
by rule authorities to ensure the VPPs 
remain relevant to not only modern 
designs, but older ones as well. Rating 
system researchers may submit propos-
als to SYRF to receive funding for their 
research project, so long as the study 
results and report are published for all 
to share. 
 For this purpose, but also to act 
as a repository for all published papers 
and research from numerous studies in performance sailing, 
SYRF established the SYRF online Library, an ideal and first-of-
its kind resource geared for students, naval architects and other 
researchers who have an interest in the science behind perfor-

mance sailing. The brainchild of SYRF Chairman Stan Honey, a 
world-class oceanic navigator, America’s Cup positioning expert 
and US Sailing’s 2010 Rolex Yachtsman of the Year, the SYRF 
Library has been successful in its last four years at helping further 
the accessibility to a large knowledge base of published work and 
collected data in this field.
 WindCheck readers have an opportunity to learn more 
about SYRF and how the science it supports is helping improve 
the sport by attending a presentation being held at Stamford 
Yacht Club in Stamford, CT on the evening of Thursday, May 
10. 
 At this event, past-SYRF Chairman, perennial inshore and 
offshore champion and 2015 Rolex Yachtsman of the Year Steve 
Benjamin will talk about SYRF’s beneficial role to the sport from 
an owner’s and sailor’s point of view, as will fellow SYRF Board 
member Scott Weisman, an experienced offshore sailor and boat 
owner. SYRF Communications Director and Seahorse Magazine 
Technical Editor Dobbs Davis will discuss the state of handicap 
sailing in the U.S. and SYRF’s important role in improving it for 
all sailors.
 And finally, SYRF’s Technical Director and founding 
member Jim Teeters from the Offshore Rating Rule will discuss 

how VPP handicapping and its scoring 
options can benefit the accuracy and 
objectivity of race results, with particu-
lar emphasis on the Performance Curve 
Scoring method used in this year’s 
Newport Bermuda Race. More details 
can be found on the Stamford Yacht 
Club website (stamfordyc.com) or the 
SYRF website (sailyachtresearch.org). ■

VPP-based handicapping recognizes that 
the performance potential of different 

boat designs may vary with wind conditions, and thus allows for 
development of race scoring models that are more accurate than 
single-number solutions. The Newport Bermuda Race is scored with 
such a model.

SYRF funding helped support the Wide Light Project, a research 
project to update our knowledge of the hydrodynamic performance 
of lightweight modern designs that have wide hull shapes to promote 
stability.
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Young American  
Sailing Academy
Next generation of offshore sailors 
preparing for Newport Bermuda
A new non-profit organization with a mission to provide op-
portunities for high school and college sailors in competitive off-
shore sailing, the Young American Sailing Academy, Inc. (YASA) 
has announced two entries for the 51st Newport Bermuda Race, 
which starts Friday, June 15. Twenty-two young sailors on two 
boats will improve their offshore skills in the iconic, 635-mile 
offshore race. 
 Partnering with the USMMA Sailing Foundation, the team 
will be sailing the 63-foot mini-maxi Gambler (ex Lucky, ex 
Loki), crewed by the more experienced YASA sailors ages 17-23. 
The second boat, Edward D. Whitmore’s Swan 45 Ticket to 
Ride (ex Lir), will be crewed by sailors ages 15-18. Most of these 
sailors have been actively sailing the team’s J/105 Young American 
for the past three years in such distance races as the Block Island 
Race, Vineyard Race, Ida Lewis Distance Race, and Around 
Long Island Regatta.
 Based in Rye, NY, YASA is the natural progression of the 
successful Young American Junior Big Boat Sailing Team, a 
program that’s set the standard for non-dinghy junior sailing for 
the past six years. Sailing the Tripp 41 High Noon in the 50th 

Newport Bermuda Race in 2016, the young team took home 
seven awards, including first to finish St. David’s and Gibbs Hill 
Lighthouse Divisions, first in class, third overall ORR, winner 
of the inaugural Stephens Brothers Youth Trophy, and winner 
of the Onion Patch Series. That highly successful campaign was 
made possible with the support of the USMMA Sailing 
Foundation and Heidi & Steve Benjamin, and many of the same 
High Noon crew will be aboard Gambler, including professional 
sailor and team coach Guillermo Altadill.
 A recent donation to the USMMA Sailing Foundation, 
Gambler will provide a larger and more advanced racing plat-
form. “We are thrilled to be providing Gambler to this accom-
plished team of young offshore sailors,” said Ralf Steitz, Presi-
dent of the Foundation. “Putting high performance boats and 
equipment in the hands of young sailors is the way to advance 
the next generation of U.S. sailors in the sport of offshore ocean 
racing.”
 Ticket to Ride is a new boat for Whitmore, and he is gener-
ously partnering with YASA in its goals of developing capable 
offshore sailors. “I’m excited to be racing to Bermuda with the 
YASA Team,” he said. “They may be young, but they already 
have big boat experience and I feel confident we will have a great 
race.”
 Offshore racing empowers young men and women by de-
veloping critical skills in leadership, teamwork, project manage-
ment, decision-making, and critical thinking, and by providing 
fast boats, excellent coaches and high level mentoring, YASA 
gives them the tools for success at the highest level of the sport.
 “Sailing High Noon in the 2016 Newport Bermuda was a 
fantastic milestone for us in delivering on our mission to help 
create a new generation of offshore sailors,” said YASA President 
Peter Becker. “On behalf of YASA, we would like to thank the 
USMMA Foundation, Ralf Steitz, Ed Whitmore, Rob Alexan-
der and Joe Cooper, who are all enthusiastically supporting the 
effort and making it possible for the team to take this next step 
forward.” For more information, visit YASailing.org. ■

The Young American Junior Big Boat Sailing Team made yacht rac-
ing history in the 2016 Newport Bermuda Race.   © John Rousmaniere
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top of the white band, reconnect it and measure from the mark 
down to the center of the pin at the bottom of the headstay. 
Measurement should be 54 ½” on a J/70. Again, check your 
tuning guide.
 Center the mast: Place a pencil mark eight feet back from 
the stem on each side. Hoist a tape measure on the jib halyard, 
secure and measure to the pencil marks. Note: The tape measure 
only needs to be hoisted a short distance. This is a great method, 
as measuring to the chainplates might not work if they or the 
hull is not symmetrically perfect (i.e. most boats!)
 Shroud tension: On the J/70 upper shrouds 16 and the 
lower shrouds 10 (minus 1 turn) on the PT-2 gauge. The goal is 
to keep the leeward shrouds with just a hint of going slack, while 
maintaining the correct amount of headstay sag. (This critical 
method works on practically all keelboats!)
 Jib car and in hauler position: Start with your tuning 
guide and make notes from there. On the J/70, with no in 
hauler, the car should be around three or four holes showing and 
with a lot of in-hauler, there should be 6 holes showing in front.  
Make reference marks on jib sheets for both sheet tension and 
in-hauler tension. For example, the jib clew should be in-hauled 
1” to 1.5” from touching cabin house for 10+knots in flat water. 
Mark the cabin house for reference. 
 For asymmetrical spinnakers: Tack height – Most often tack 
pulled down tight. Mark it! In conditions when the breeze allows 
the boat to sail deeper downwind, ease the tack line four to six 
inchers. When the tack is eased, the tack should be straight up 

or slightly to windward.

Race day     
   • Read the race instructions: Is the one-minute rule in effect? 
Is there a 720 rule? 
   • What kind of scoring is there? 
   • What’s the order of start and the colored shapes? 
   • Look at the large-scale chart of the land surrounding the  
 racecourse. 
   • Get a weather forecast.  
   • Know when the current will be changing.
   • Attend the skippers’ meeting. Will there be a mark boat? If 
so, what does it look like? Will there be another boat calling the 
pin? 

Pre-start
Get out early. Bring out only what you need. Tune with another 
boat (organize this before going out) to get the boat in the 
groove. Get some data (timing and direction) on the phase of 
the shifts. Get tide checks.
 Wind check: Helmsman calls “mark: three times. Forward 
crew write numbers on deck. Port/Starboard – lifts/headers – 
forward crew write those numbers on deck.
 Starting line
   • Compass direction – Ranges (close hauled, line)
   • Time the line.
   • Practice timed runs.
 This is an excellent starting point, but you should add to your 
checklist constantly. From food (including beverages!) to clothing to 
tools, having lists makes our precious time on the water far more 
satisfying. More next month! ■

Prepare to Win
Continued from page 47

Getting a great start, especially in a big, competitive fleet, is easier when your boat’s tuned for speed.  © AllenClark/PhotoBoat.com
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The Corinthians Frostbite  
Regatta
By Stephen Zwarg

A puffy north-northwest breeze greeted the hardy sailors com-
peting in The Corinthians Frostbite Regatta, hosted by Mystic 
Seaport in Mystic, CT and sailed in their fleet of Dyer Dhows 
on Saturday, March 24. This was the 26th running of the event 
since it was revived by Past Master Jay Kiszkiel in the 1990s. 
Despite the shifty 2 to 15-knot breeze, only one boat turned over 
(skipper anonymous), so the able Mystic Seaport Youth Sailing 
Center support crew led by Ben Ellcome had a relatively light 
day of rescue activity. 
 Fourteen sailors were treated to a full day of 12 races on a 
course in the northern section of the Mystic River. The courses, 
starts, and scoring were crisply done by longtime Race Commit-
tee Chair Dave Bradley, assisted by Fred Chester, Ray Huber, 
and Barbara Jordan. The only compromise was the use of a 
whistle for starting timing, rather than the automated horn sys-
tem. This was done to address concerns expressed by the Seaport 
that we would spook the Budweiser Clydesdale horses, who were 
on the grounds for the Mystic Saint Patrick’s Day parade the 
next day.  
 After racing, everyone adjourned to Betsy & Dan Van 
Winkle’s home on Mason’s Island for the post-race party with 

delicious food and beverages, a warm fire, beautiful views, and 
much conversation about racing the unforgiving Dyers. The 
competition was very close, with five sailors winning at least one 
race. In first, claiming the Ed Colie Trophy for the third time, 
was Chris Sinnett. In second place was Ted Corning, with Todd 
Williams third. Thanks to Mystic Fleet Captain Heidi Steinmetz 
and her husband Jay Weissman for organizing and running a 
great event. 
 The Corinthians is a membership association that promotes 
sailing, good fellowship afloat and ashore, and is an introductory 
means for non-boat owners and boat owners needing crew. More 
information is available at thecorinthians.org. ■

Starting line pandemonium   © Stephen Zwarg   
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The Clagett to Host U.S. Para 
Sailing Championship
 
The C. Thomas Clagett, Jr. Memorial Clinic & Regatta and US 
Sailing have announced that the 2018 U.S. Para Sailing Cham-
pionships, formerly known as the U.S. Disabled Sailing Cham-
pionships, will be hosted by The Clagett Regatta at Sail Newport 
in Newport, RI from June 19 - 24. 
  “We are very happy to announce in conjunction with US 
Sailing that The Clagett will be hosting the 2018 U.S. Para 
Sailing Championship,” said Judy Clagett McLennan, President 
and Co-Founder of The Clagett Regatta. “The Clagett has a 
long history of working with US Sailing in an effort to provide 
opportunities to adaptive sailors. Over the last 16 years that The 
Clagett has been operating, we have seen Clagett alumni go on 
to win 19 medals at the Paralympic Games and many World 
Championships.” 
  “US Sailing is thrilled with the opportunity to partner with 
The Clagett Regatta for 2018 U.S. Para Sailing Championships,” 
said Betsy Alison, Adult Director at US Sailing. “The Clagett 
has a long history of organizing outstanding racing and instruc-
tional opportunities through this world-class regatta and clinic 
for adaptive sailors. Combining competition with learning has 
always been a trademark of this event and I believe this year’s 
Championship will provide these sailors with a unique opportu-
nity to hone their skills and race against great competition in the 

historic sailing venue of Newport.” 
  The U.S. Para Sailing Championships is one of the old-
est sailing regattas in the U.S. for sailors with disabilities. The 
talented field often includes Paralympians, US Sailing Team 
members, and new contenders. This year’s championships will 
be raced in three fleets, all of which are adapted for sailors with 
disabilities. A fourth fleet of Hansa 303s may also be added to 
the event. 
   • The U.S. Para Sailing Singlehanded Championship for 
the Judd Goldman Trophy will be raced in the 2.4mR class. 
   • The U.S. Para Sailing Doublehanded Championship 
for the Chandler Hovey Trophy will be raced in the RS Venture 
Connect.
   • The U.S. Para Sailing Triplehanded Championship for 
the Gene Hinkel Trophy will be raced in Sonars.
  Along with the Championship trophies, the C. Thomas 
Clagett, Jr. Trophy, the Susan B. Johnson - Sportsmanship 
Award, the Larry Gadsby - Most Improved Award, the Nick 
Scandone - Spirit Award, and the Robie Pierce and Gene Hinkle 
- Seamanship Award will be presented to sailors taking part in 
the regatta.
 In addition to the competition, the two boats that have 
been selected for potential inclusion in the 2024 Paralympic 
Games, the RS Venture Connect (doublehanded) and the Hansa 
303 (singlehanded), will be on-site and available for participants 
to try. Short course fleet racing in the Hansa 303 may be con-
ducted as a developmental class.

Action in the 2.4mR class at last year’s Clagett   © Clagett Regatta/Ro Fernandez
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 First established in 1986, the U.S. Indepen-
dence Cup became US Sailing’s National Champi-
onship for sailors with disabilities in 1989. In 2007, 
the regatta moved under the championships division 
of US Sailing and was renamed the U.S. Disabled 
Sailing Championship. In 2018, the event was 
renamed the U.S. Para Sailing Championships.
  Many competitors racing at the U.S. Para Sailing 
Championships and The Clagett have gone on to 
represent the United States at the Paralympics Games, 
including Nick Scandone and Maureen McKinnon, 
gold medalists in 2008; John Ruff, bronze medalist 
in 2008; Jennifer French and J.P. Creignou, silver 
medalists in 2012; and Rick Doerr, Hugh Freund and 
Brad Kendell, silver medalists in 2016.  
 Founded in 2003, the C. Thomas Clagett, 
Jr. Memorial Clinic and Regatta honors the late 
Tom Clagett (1916-2001), a U.S. Navy World War 
II veteran who learned to sail on Chesapeake Bay. As 
a youngster he suffered temporary paralysis as the 
result of a bout of meningitis; an experience that left 
him with a deep respect for the accomplishments of people with 
disabilities. The Clagett’s stated mission is “to assist sailors in 
realizing their potential on the water by providing them both the 
knowledge and tools to improve their skills and the opportunity 
to use these skills in competition.” 
 For more information including Notice of Race and  

registration information, visit clagettregatta.org. ■

Sam Crichton contributed to this report.

Sharing a moment at the 2017 Clagett Regatta are (l – r) Clagett 
Regatta Founder Judy McLennan, 2.4mR class winner Paul Tingley, 
Bill Leffingwell, and Stephanie McLennan.    
© Clagett Regatta/Ro Fernandez 

SET SAIL this Summer 
  Have Fun   Make Friends   Learn to Sail!

2018 SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS
Two week sessions, Monday – Friday AM & PM sessions daily

June 18 – June 29 • July 2 – July 13
July 16 – July 27 • July 30 – August 10

Call today 203-209-3407
or visit www.teamsailaway.com • Email: sailaway@snet.net

CAPTAIN’S COVE SEAPORT
on Black Rock Harbor. Bridgeport, CT
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The C. Thomas 
Clagett, Jr. Memorial 
Clinic and Regatta 
and Oakcliff Sailing 
have announced that 
the 2018 Clagett/
Oakcliff Match Race 
Clinic and Regatta 
will be held Septem-
ber 28-30 at Oakcliff 
and The WaterFront 
Center in Oyster 
Bay, New York. The 
event will be sailed in 
Sonars, and it’s open 
to all adaptive and 
able-bodied sailors. 
At least the skipper 

"Your Refit Specialists"
Painting/Composite/Fiberglass Repair and Fabrication/Woodworking

Project Management and Consulting

www.cooleymarine.com
203.873.6494

50 Housatonic Ave, Suite 204
Stratford, CT 06615

Clagett/Oakcliff Match Race Clinic & Regatta is September 28-30

Pauline Dowell (helm), 
Christian Thaxton and 

Kay VanValkenburgh 
won every match in last 
year’s Clagett/Oakcliff.   

© Francis George/ 
Oakcliff Sailing 
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should identify as having a disability.
 “We are extremely excited to be partnering with Oakcliff 
and The WaterFront Center again this year to hold the third 
Clagett/Oakcliff Match Race Clinic and Regatta for sailors for 
adaptive needs,” said Clagett President and Co-Founder Judy 
Clagett McLennan. “We look forward to seeing previous at-
tendees put in to practice skills they learned from the last two 
years and to watch new teams discover another racing for-
mat. These skills can be used in both match and fleet racing.”
  In last year’s Clagett/Oakcliff, 27 competitors enjoyed a 
variety of conditions. It was a second-time competitor, Pauline 
Dowell from Boston, MA, who epitomizes the spirit of this 
regatta. Dowell was at the bottom of the leaderboard in 2016, 
and she along with her crew of Christian Thaxton and Kay 
VanValkenburgh took home the top spot in 2017 without los-
ing a match. Dowell is a longtime blind sailor who has raced 
across the country with her Massachusetts-based team.
  “I absolutely love the Clagett/Oakcliff and both Dave 
Perry and Dave Dellenbaugh!” Dowell enthused. “These 
coaches make the whole weekend such a fun and wonderful 
experience. The competitors are amazing and super-wonderful 
people. It’s more collaboration than competition. Winning 
the Clagett/Oakcliff Match Race Clinic and Regatta was an 
awesome experience, and I look forward to taking part in this 
great event again this year!” Dowell was reached for comment 

while in Morristown, NJ, training with her first-ever guide 
dog, Dora, who is now living with Dowell aboard her boat in 
Boston Harbor.
 “I am so pleased that the Clagett organization and 
Oakcliff are continuing to partner,” said five-time U.S. Match 
Racing Champion Dave Perry, who along with America’s 
Cup-winning tactician Dave Dellenbaugh, will be returning 
to coach during the three-day event. “Together, we are able to 
bring the excitement and challenge of formal match racing to a 
growing community of sailors who are falling in love with this 
style of racing.”
  “We are expecting the best Clagett/Oakcliff Match Race 
Clinic and Regatta this year,” said Oakcliff Race Program 
Director Bill Simon. We moved the event to late September so 
we can expect better wind and even more competitive match 
racing. Requests for invitations are now open and it is impor-
tant to get your request in now as many past competitors have 
already expressed interest. We expect a full regatta. Thanks to 
all of our partners, SailAhead, the Warrior Sailing Program, 
The WaterFront Center and Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht 
Club, who help The Clagett and Oakcliff make this event pos-
sible.” For more information, visit oakcliffsailing.org.   ■

Sam Crichton contributed to this report.

  Northeast Sailing News 
 Any Way You Like It! 

203-332-7639   www.windcheckmagazine.com
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Corner

Coop’s 

The Magic Flute
By Joe Cooper

As a kid, when I was home from school with some illness, my 
favorite pastime was reading comics. I guess it was the fantasy land 
of another world that took me away from feeling crappy that did 
the trick. I was reminded of this escapist vein last week.
 I have been off the pace this past week or so with some kind 
of chest cold and cough thing going on and was, as they say, work-
ing from home. In between times doing my Churchill imitation, 
propped up in bed with a pile of papers strewn around, my comic 
book of choice today is Yachtworld, drooling through all the boats 
one might have, were one inclined. This led me to one of my 
favorite boats, the Olson 30. 
 Long, lean and small (of volume), these pocket rockets are 
rare on the East Coast. They remain revered on the left coast as 
one of the best-built and avant garde production boats ever. These 
boats led me to another of my pastimes as a sick kid, reading 
about sailing, and, in the case of the Olson 30 connection, one 
Patrick Ellam. All of this was triggered by my discovering that Mr. 
Ellam had crossed the bar, 19 February, last at age 97.
 I remember the three-month-old copies of Yachting my dad 
would get from the U.S., and, after reading every story I would 
arrive at the last couple of pages, with the little classified box ads: 
Patrick Ellam at the helm and some blurb about his yacht delivery 
business, established sometime after he arrived in the U.S. in the 
early 1950s. I was fascinated even then that one could make a liv-
ing sailing boats.
 Mr. Ellam was a Brit and like many of the founding genera-
tion of long distance offshore sailors, was a former warrior. Suffice 
to say he served for some time in the Special Operations Execu-
tive. He had been accepted to Oxford just before the war but 
joined up instead. He is quoted* as saying of the training in the 
black arts in the SOE that ‘it was the most enjoyable school he 
had ever attended’. This remark will likely give the reader a brief 
flavor of the man. My introduction to Mr. Ellam was through a 
book, one of several he wrote, describing his adventures in a little 
boat he had built, named Sopranino.

 Sopranino was a landmark in yacht design, especially when 
compared with the then standard of offshore sailing yacht design, 
and the book relates his theory and testing behind the idea that 
became Sopranino. ‘Offshore yachts’ of the day were big, heavy 
monsters with full keels; they needed a lot of wood and lead and 
so were expensive to build, and they did not scale down particu-
larly well. Ellam grew up sailing by the simple expedient of his dad 
putting him in the family dinghy and letting him row around the 
harbor. He started ‘sailing’ when his dad put the sailing rig in the 
dinghy after he figured the young Patrick had sufficient nous to not 
get into too much trouble. 
 Ellam, thus raised in the world of light and small, thought 
there was merit in using the principles of dinghies for sailing 
offshore. His idea was that a light, lean, fast and simple boat would 
work offshore and he proposed that such a boat, albeit longer than 
the average dinghy size, although not by much, would simply 
bounce along on top of the waves. In order to test his theories, 
he had built a version of a sharpie, again a long and skinny boat, 
aboard which he made nine passages across the English Channel, 
each one successively longer than the former. 
 After a brisk description of one of the earlier trips, in an even 
brisker passage in a freshening southwester across the channel Ellam 
and pick up crew arrive at the breakwater guarding the entrance to 
Boulogne. Remarking on the throng gathered on the bulkhead, El-
lam opines that ‘50% of the people there don’t think we will make 
it’. Ellam’s shipmate splutters, ‘50 % of the people here don’t think 
so either’. An interesting comment uttered by a RAF fighter pilot. 
Once inside the bombed out, yet flourishing harbor, they find an 
English flag yacht whose owner invites them for dinner and gives 
them dry berths.
 Reading Ellam’s accounts of these passages, one is reminded of 
the days before GPS and the sketchiness with which one was able 
to fix the ship’s position in broad daylight, never mind in rain, dark 
or fog. He developed a table using estimated speed, course and tidal 
interplay and committed it to paper wrapped in plastic which he 
used with a compass to figure the most likely town he would arrive 
at based on his departure point. 
 Adventures similar to this abound but are merely, almost 
literally, the practice race. Enter one John Illingworth, majordomo 
of the rebirth of British offshore ocean racing in the postwar years. 
Illingworth proposed that Ellam might get something a bit safer 
than Theta…you know, with an inside, berths, stove, chart table…
just a few more creature comforts. Ellam took up the challenge 
and commissioned Laurent Giles to design a boat to Ellam’s brief. 
Colin Mudie, a draftsman at Giles, actually designed the boat and 
became Ellam’s shipmate in the succeeding adventures, the principal 
part of which is undertaking a passage across the Atlantic Ocean in 
Sopranino.
 It is a lot more fun reading the book than reading me, reading 
the book. Get it and add it to the Ships Library. After reading, 
contemplate if you would the vast differences the 60 – almost 70 – 
years has made to the sport, activity, the life, that is, for so many of 
us, this thing called Sailing. Would you contemplate sailing from 
Provincetown to Marblehead in what amounts to a double kayak 
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Floating Dock Mooring Space  

Available in 2018 
Milford Harbor, Milford, CT 

 

 Docks Secured with Helix Anchors & Seaflex Lines 
 Walk to Restaurants, Shops & Train Station 
 Dinghy Launch Area/Space Available  
 Boats up to 42’ 
 $25 per ft. for the Season 
 Free Pump-out Service 

  

 

City of Milford Harbor Management Commission 
Milford Lisman Landing 
203-874-1610 

 

with sails, in a 25-knot southerly in rain and fog, with no anything, 
just some pre-departure calculations that might give you some 
indication of what part of the coast you might hit at some time 
in the future? Most would run as fast as possible to the TV on the 
binnacle and read one’s position to five decimal places of a second 
of degree in the middle of Mass Bay. 
 Many in the U.S. are aghast at boats and races like the Mini 
Transat, 3,000 miles across the ocean in a 21-footer. The Minis 
have about three times the interior volume of Sopranino. They are 
orders of magnitude more robustly built, they have life rafts, GPS, 
EPIRBS, VHF radios, flares and the boats are built with sufficient 
flotation in them to stay afloat if holed. There are security boats 
that accompany the fleet, these days, thanks to the EU regulations 
for sailing boats that make the Minis illegal to sail where they do. 
The class and the race has a dispensation that requires the shadow 
boats following the race.
 Sopranino was a lightly built clinker (what the Brits call lap-
strake) hull, built in fact by a yard specializing in dinghies because 
the ‘regular’ yards did not have experience in building light boats 
like Sopranino. Let alone one with a seperate rudder and a bolt-on 
keel, not dissimilar in plan to a Star boat’s keel and the whole boat 
arranged in a way that Ellam could tow her behind his sports car 
and park in his driveway.
 One wonders where the Patrick Ellams of today are lurking? 
Is all that can be done in new sailing been done? Is it now down to 
the French soloists, blasting ever faster around The Blue Marble? 
Then perhaps it is not the sailing so much – the foils, wing masts, 

and the remarkable speeds of the boats are all there and would be 
regardless. But maybe it is the people…where have all the Patrick 
Ellams gone? What did he and his mates and contemporaries 
and those who came in his wake have, or see, or hunger after that 
pushed, or pulled them, to these adventures? 
 I came home last week from a high school regatta in Maine to 
find someone had sent me a link to a local news story, a video clip 
and a few paragraphs about high school sailors out on the Cape. 
They had, the headline blared, been ‘rescued after a squall went 
through and their boats capsized. They were wearing dry suits and 
life jackets and are all safe, their coaches rescued them,’ the report 
concluded. No sailing across the Atlantic in a 21-foot boat with 
no nutting, ‘cept a sextant and compass for you, my buckos. Must 
have been a very slow news day. I wonder what Mr. Ellam would 
think of it all.
 *The quote is from an obituary on the JOG website. The 
Junior Offshore Group was an institution Ellam was a part of from 
the start. jog.org.uk/jog-news/8-blog/101-patrick-ellam ■

Australian born, Joe ‘Coop’ Cooper stayed in the U.S. after the 1980 
America’s Cup where he was the boat captain and sailed as Grinder/
Sewer-man on Australia. His whole career has focused on sailing, espe-
cially the short-handed aspects of it. He lives in Middletown, RI where 
he coaches, consults and writes on his blog, joecoopersailing.com, when 
not paying attention to his wife, teenage son, dog, two cats and several, 
mainly small, boats. 
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631-421-3400
willismarine.com

SELECT SAILBOAT LISTINGS
48'  2015  Oceanis 48  $379,000
48'  2014  Oceanis 48   425,000
47'  2002  Beneteau 473  159,900
45'  2003  Jeanneau Sun Odyssey  199,000
45'  1975  Fuji 45  65,000
44'  2001  Beneteau 44CC   85,000
42'  2005  Beneteau 423  145,000
42'  2005  Beneteau 423  175,000
42'  1993  Jeanneau Sun Odyssey  109,000
40'  2011  Beneteau 40  165,000 
40'  2008  Beneteau 40  139,000 
40'  1999  Beneteau First 40.7  94,888 
39'  2006  Beneteau 393  134,000 
39'  2002  Beneteau 393  114,900 
38'  2000  Beneteau 381  92,000 
38'  1982  Ericson 38   29,900 
37'  1985  C&C 37 CB   38,900 
36'  1993  Catalina 36   45,000 
36'  1983  Catalina 36   35,000 
36'  1979  CS 36   35,000 
34'  1987  Sabre 34   42,500 
33'  1974  Pearson 10M   15,500 
32'  1985  Ericson 32   29,900 
31'  2013  Beneteau Oceanis 31   99,000 
31'  1985  Cape Dory   29,500 
30'  1990  Catalina 30   24,000 
30' 1988  Catalina 30   22,500
 
SELECT POWERBOAT LISTINGS   
45'  1986  Bayliner Motoryacht   $95,000 
40'  2002  Regal 3860   99,000 
30'  2003  Mainship Pilot   70,000 
22'  2003  SeaRay Sundeck   27,500 
21'  2006  Duffy Electric Boat   22,900 
20'  2018  NorthCoast Center Console   Call 
23'  2018  NorthCoast Hard Top   Call 

Call us today and let us put our years  
of experience to work for you!

We are always looking for new listings. Call 631-421-3400 
or e-mail info@willismarine.com

PLEASE LIST YOUR BOAT WITH US.  
WE HAVE BUYERS & NEED YOUR BOAT!  
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22’ Etchells 1998 - Pacesetter # 1086,  
2 sets Doyle sails, open sail card, North full 
boat cover, 3 spin poles, forward ring frame, 
Tack Tick compass, double axle trailer w/
sail box, new axles 2005, new brakes, bear-
ings 2014 $11,000. 860-227-6135

classifieds. 

27’ O’Day 1986 – Harmony is a pleasure 
to sail. 2011 Tohatsu 9.8hp long-shaft, 
2007 main & 130% genoa, 2007 roller 
furler, Icom VHF radio (DCS functional-
ity), tiller autohelm. Located in Bridge-
port, CT.  Contact Craig 203-505-9614 
crgmeza@gmail.com.  Asking $7,500

30’ Pearson 1976 - Bill Shaw Design 
cruiser racer great sailing boat Atomic 4 
engine and hull professionally maintained 
asking $7,200. Contact Carmine  
631-896-0983 or carmine811@aol.com

1985 Albin 27 w/o the aft cabin.  Re-powered 
with a Yanmar 100hp turbo diesel - 398 hours, 
10 years old.  GPS, fish finder, new VHF, 
stereo, inverter, newish cushions, 4 deck chairs, 
2hp outboard (no tender though), alcohol 
stove, plough anchor and rhode, canvas sun 
shade & cabin curtain.  Currently shrink 
wrapped in New Rochelle, NY.  Includes free 
launch.  $14,500. Charles.corning@gmail.com 
for pics and more information.

Place your classified ad by  
sending your listing to  

WindCheck, P.O. Box 195
Stratford, CT 06615

contactus@windcheckmagazine.com
or call 203-332-7639

30’ O’Day 1980 - Well maintained. 
16hp Universal diesel, new injectors, new 
fuel tank, Hood main and 150 genoa, 
roller furl, bottom soda blasted 2014,S/T 
winches, VHF, autopilot, dodger, bimini, 
cockpit cushions, table and, stereo. Sleeps 
6. Great coastal cruiser. Branford CT, 
Larry 203-430-7746 $14,000

find us 
on facebook

30’ Tartan 1977 -  BEST 30 FT SAIL-
BOAT PER PRACTICAL SAILOR - And 
best example of this S&S design. Upgraded 
in all ways: Yanmar 2GM; folding prop; 
selftailing winches; New Cushions; new 
stove, new port lights(!), North kevlar #1; 
mylar #2, North Dacron Main, #3, and 
Shore #4; upgraded main controls; internal 
halyards; professionally repainted cockpit; 
complete electronics. Looks great and 
placed 2nd in Around Long Island Race. 
$16,100. Call Rob at 203-972-0000 or 
rdocters@AbbeyLLP.com

31’ Island Packet 1988 - Well maintained 
with recent barrier coat and brightwork. 
Cutter rigged with 130 % Genoa and full 
battened main. Yanmar diesel. Full instru-
ments plus radio and GPS. Dinghy davits 
for Achilles dinghy (included). Located 
Milford CT. Asking $55,000.  
Call 203-261-8553

32’ Catalina 320 1998 – With this 
Catalina’s attention to detail racers and 
cruisers will all be happy. The 320 is a fast 
boat while the interior is large and luxuri-
ous with teak, ash, and maple hardwoods. 
$49,999 (RI) Latitude Yacht Brokerage, 
Tim Norton, CPYB, 401-575-8326  
tim@latitudeyacht.com

8’ Trinka Sailing Dinghy - Navy blue 
hull w/sail kit, self-bailer, SS molding on 
forefront, skeg, and skeg/transom. Lift 
system for davits, bronze cleats, kick-up 
rudder, oak bottom skids, floorboards. Very 
good condition $950.00. Clinton, CT.  
Claus Morch 203-606-7955, swedeninc@
aol.com (sistership photo below) 

26’ Donovan GP26 – Very Fast 26 Footer! 
The GP26 is a great boat for both PHRF 
and One design racing. Both the designer 
and builder have created a super boat that 
is easy and fun to race! This boat is ready to 
Go. Carbon rig and frame, North 3dl sails 
with full complement of gear and hi-tech 
rigging. Includes a Custom Triad Trailer. 
$49,800  Call for full inventory and with 
questions. Doug - 631-300-7694

28’ O’Day 1980 - Great boat. Fantastic 
weekender. Re-powered 7 years ago with a 
new 13 hp Beta Marine Engine, low hours. 
Sleeps 5. Auto helm. Well maintained by 
NVBY. Two sets of sails + Spinnaker. Will 
include the balance of the season on moor-
ing at Noank Village Boat Yard, Noank, CT. 
Asking $12,500.  Call Bob @ 860-383-5405
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find us 
on facebook

34’ Hunter 1983 - Early version with 
beautiful hull, and deck. Built with a rare 
metal plate under the mast-step for strength. 
Comes with the full electronics package; 
GPS chart-plotter, Windex and wind instru-
ments. Price negotiable for quick sale. Ask-
ing $16,000  Contact Fred: 347-927-3350.

33’ Hunter 33 2008 - One of Hunter 
Marine’s most successful models. Capable 
Coastal Cruiser with comfortable, full 
accommodations. One owner model, fully 
equipped - including air conditioning & 
heat plus inflatable & outboard. Although 
a 2008 model, she was first commissioned 
in the spring of 2009.  Asks 79.9K Prestige 
Yacht Sales, Fletcher 860-625-2456

36’ Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 1990 - Up-
dated electrical system, new GPS and RA-
DAR, shore power, new batteries, replaced 
Harding mainsail, all roller furling. 27 HP 
Perkins. 20” flat screen digital TV/DVD. 
New SEADEK on Swim deck. $52K. 
Ready to cruise. 508-264-3167

36’ Gozzard Cutter 1995 – Raven’s Nest 
is owned by its original owner. She has all 
new electronics and has been re-varnished 
throughout. Her 2013 Yanmar 50Hp 
Diesel Engine has only 427hrs. $149,900 
(MA) Latitude Yacht Brokerage, Matt 
Leduc, CPYB, 401-226-1816  
matt@latitudeyacht.com 

37’ Beneteau 373 2006 - Well equipped 
with very light use - this is a great oppor-
tunity to get this sought after model. Tra-
ditional main, bottom just media blasted, 
barrier coated and painted. Professionally 
maintained by Oyster Bay Marine Center. 
This boat is a must see!  $108,000  Contact 
Cameron Campbell at McMichael Yacht 
Brokers  631-974-3099

38’ Beneteau First 1985 - Racer/Cruiser 
set up single-handed or crewed, 45 HP 
Perkins, 3 Staterooms/2 Heads . Autopilot, 
Electronics, Various sails. Priced far lower 
than others to sell by June 1 or it comes off 
market. Asking $39K, Prestige Yacht Sales 
Call/text Jonathan Smith, 860-514-3763

40’ J/120 three available - The J/120 has 
a rightful reputation for being a great racer 
and cruiser, still competitive on the race 
course while also an ideal boat for family 
cruising.  1996 model priced at $135,000, 
1998 model priced at $129,000, and 1999 
model priced at $1549,000. Contact Mc-
Michael Yacht Brokers at 914-381-5900

40’ Sabre 402 2000 -As beautiful to sail 
as she is to look at, this boat has primarily 
been used as a day sailor by her owner of 
10 years. Interior and exterior cosmetics 
are top-notch, with no deck crazing. All 
bright work is in Bristol condition and will 
need only routine maintenance coats each 
season.  $199,000  Contact Michael Beers 
at McMichael Yacht Brokers  
718-764-7215.

40’ Beneteau - The Beneteau 40 offers a 
great combination of performance, ease of 
handling and interior comfort that make 
her a perfect choice for cruising couples or 
families. Three available from  $139,900. 
Call Willis Marine 631-421-3400

37’ Baltic Racer/Cruiser - Built in Finland 
to Baltic’s renown standards. Unusually 
well-equipped and updated. Sleeps 7-8 in 
three teak cabins. She’s strong, light and 
fast, fully equipped for racing, day sailing 
or to places more distant. Twelve sails. 
Many pictures and detailed specs at  www.
Baltic37.com  $29,900 914-473-0606

41’ Globe CC Ketch 1980  Here is a 
rare Blue Water Classic design that has 
been carefully improved by the same 
family for the past 18 years.   Many 
upgrades over the years include NEW 
YANMAR ENGINE; NEW SAILS; 
BOTTOM SODA BLASTED AND 
BARRIER COATED; and more!!   Asks 
89K Prestige Yacht Sales 860-245-5551 
John Z
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BOATS FOR SALE- SAIL
48’ Beneteau Oceanis 2015 - Just 
arrived at our moorings! This boat is 
fully equipped including A/C, generator, 
electric winches and many more factory 
options. Owner has moved up. Asking 
$379,000 Willis Marine Center  
631-421-3400 www.willismarine.com

BOATS FOR SALE- SAIL BOATS FOR SALE- SAIL

Place your classified ad by  
sending your listing to  

WindCheck, P.O. Box 195
Stratford, CT 06615

contactus@windcheckmagazine.com
or call 203-332-7639

42’ Sabre 426 2004 - Fresh Awlgripped 
in 2014 flag blue with a white boot top. 
New sails in 2012. She looks beautiful and 
is ready for a new owner.  $249,000. Call 
Willis Marine 631-421-3400

45’ Beneteau Oceanis 2017 - Change 
in plans has this brand new boat on the 
market. Extensive factory options includ-
ing electric winches, furling main, air 
conditioning, generator, B&G instruments 
and performance sail package.  $399,000. 
Willis Marine Center 631-421-3400  
willismarine.com

45’ Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 2003 - Im-
maculate 1 owner vessel here in our 
harbor! Well equipped with roller furling 
main and genoa, oversized winches, 
beautiful rich wood interior and teak 
decks. $199,000. Willis Marine Center, 
Huntington, NY 631-421-3400

45’ Hirsh Gulfstar Center Cockpit Sloop 
Second owner. Getting out of boating. On 
the hard since 2010. Needs new electron-
ics. Sails are fine for coastal cruising. Slight 
cabin leak in the salon needs repair. Enjoy-
able boat that shouldn’t take much in the 
way of repairs/refurbs to cast off. Selling 
“As Is” $50,000. No donations, trades, 
leases, financing, etc. Located Branford, 
CT. Gulfstar45sloop@gmail.com

45’ Fuji 45 1975 - A true classic blue wa-
ter boat. Awlgripped hull, generator, lots of 
room for a long passage. Asking $65,000  
Willis Marine Center 631-421-3400

48’ Beneteau Oceanis 2014  – Loaded 
with gear including Dock & Go. Many 
extras. Must be seen to be appreciated. 
Asking $435,000. Contact David Willis at 
Willis Marine Center 631-421-3400. 

42’ Jeanneau DS 2008 - The 42 DS has 
a king size berth in the master stateroom 
making it ideal for a cruising couple. Fully 
outfitted and ready to be sailed away.  
$154,900  Contact Cameron Campbell at 
McMichael Yacht Brokers  631-974-3099.

47’ Beneteau 473 2005 – Lakota is 
featured with a Westerbeke 8Kw diesel 
generator, a full suite of marine navigation 
electronics. She has been outfitted to cruise 
in comfort and to handle long periods of 
time off the dock. $194,900 (MA) Latitude 
Yacht Brokerage, Matt Leduc, CPYB,  
401-226-1816 matt@latitudeyacht.com

50’ Alden 1989  We are proud to 
represent Symphony, a stunning aft 
cockpit Alden 50, known for their “yacht 
like” good looks as well as being proven 
performance cruisers.  Symphony does 
the 50 series proud in any harbor. This 
pedigree yacht must be seen to appreciate 
the many custom upgrades/additions. Asks 
319K Prestige Yacht Sales 203-353-0373 

51’ Dufour 512GL 2017  – Cruising 
World’s “Boat of the Year-Best Full Size 
Cruiser” – 3-cabin/3-head – genset, AC/
heat, full electronics, electric winches, teak 
cockpit and fold down swim platform, dual 
helm, cockpit fridge and grill, full canvas. 
Portsmouth, RI. $449,900. 401-683-9200. 
http://www.northstaryachtsales.com/
boat/2017/dufour/512gl/1621/

54’ Amel – two available - Two avail-
able. These Amel 54s are ready to launch 
in the Caribbean. 2006 yacht in Antigua 
priced at $550,000. 2007 yacht located 
in Panama priced at €530,000.  Contact 
Cameron Campbell at McMichael Yacht 
Brokers  631-974-3099.
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27’ Sea Ray 270 Select EX 2007 – Pow-
ered by a FWC Mercruiser 496 Magnum 
Engine and Bravo III Outdrive with 
350hrs, this Sea Ray is not short of power. 
She has an integrated swim platform and 
stereo system. This boat has been beauti-
fully maintained throughout the years and 
hauled for each off season. $44,900 (MA) 
Latitude Yacht Brokerage, Jeffery Jadul, 
781-704-5202 jeff@latitudeyacht.com

CREW
Offshore Passage 
Opportunities  

Your Offshore Sailing Network. Sail for free on 
OPB’s. Learn by doing. Gain Quality Sea time 
towards your lifetime goals. Sail on different 

boats with different skippers to learn what works 
and what does not. 

Want to be a paid skipper? Build sea time and 
network with pro skippers. We are the crew 

network for the ARC, Caribbean 1500, NARC, 
World ARC Rally, Salty Dawg Rally, Newport/
Bermuda Race and delivery skippers worldwide.  

Helping Sailors Sail Offshore Since 1993. 

Learn more and join online at 
www.sailopo.com or 

call-1800-4-PASSAGe 
(1-800-472-7724)  

 Keep the Dream Alive for the cost of  
a good winch handle.

ENGINES
WESTERBEKE  FOUR-  107  DIESEL  
w/ transmission
4 cyl,  37 HP,  Serial # 107U24902
Spec.  P23L
Paragon hydraulic gear
Remote oil filter acc. 
3600 hours
$2,500 or best offer
CONTACT: Greg Deegan, 508-280-6860
gdeegan117@comcast.net

BOATS FOR SALE- SAIL
55’ Beneteau Oceanis 2015 One of the 
finest examples of a Beneteau Oceanis 55 
you will every encounter!   No expense has 
been spared!  Electronics and canvas have 
been updated. Decks hull, interior, and 
hull are spotless. This fine vessel is being 
offered far below replacement cost. Asking 
675K Prestige Yacht Sales 203-353-0373

BOATS FOR SALE- POWER

32’ Nordic Tug 2007 - Great cruising boat, 
<600 hrs, diesel D6 280, Masi 4.7 generator 
<15 hr, Raymarine E120 12” & E 80 8” 
screen, Portland pudgy with sail, seagull 
water purifier, Lewmar windlass & bow 
thruster, fresh water head, new batteries, 
18,500 BTU high volume AC/ reverse heat. 
Top speed 16 knots. $239,900. contact: 
Holly 203-249-2343 

32’ Everglades 325cc 2011 – Lucky 
Lemaire II is powered by twin Yamaha 
350Hp 4-stroke V8 engines with 700hrs. 
She features the patented Everglades 
power-sliding windshield and power 
forward table, as well as extensive fishing 
amenities. $194,900 (MA) Latitude Yacht 
Brokerage, Jeffery Jadul, 781-704-5202 
jeff@latitudeyacht.com

38’ Northern Bay Flybridge 2009 –  
Aurora J, outfitted with a Volvo d-12 
700Hp Diesel Engine and 9.4Kw Northern 
Lights Generator. A full electronics package 
and attention to finish offer comfort and 
performance. $499,000 (RI) Latitude Yacht 
Brokerage, Matt Leduc, CPYB,  
401-226-1816 matt@latitudeyacht.com

38’ San Juan 2001 – Black Swan 
comes equipped with twin Yanmar Diesels 
with 490 hours and a total of 700Hp. She 
is meticulously maintained and has seen 
light use keeping her luxury class accom-
modations top of the line. $339,000 (RI) 
Latitude Yacht Brokerage, Ryan Miller, 
CPYB, 401-835-0069  
ryan@latitudeyacht.com

CHARTERS

57’ Hanse 575 2015 Modified - Owner 
supervised construction. Yacht modified 
for single handed sailing GMT Carbon 
Mast, In-boom electric furler, rod rigging, 
B&G H5000 System, 3 MFP’s, Forward 
looking sonar, digital radar. Many factory 
options, Custom woodwork. Teak. North 
Sails 3DI. Lightly used, 850k     
516-250-2456

Place your classified ad by  
sending your listing to  

WindCheck, P.O. Box 195
Stratford, CT 06615

contactus@windcheckmagazine.com
or call 203-332-7639

BOATS FOR SALE- POWER
Charter 52ft Racing Sailboat on Long Island 
Sound. Weekday and selected weekends 
available for executive training, marketing and 
entertainment. 914-282-6290

EQUIPMENT
Handicraft Custom Made V-Berth Mattress
One-Piece with Hinge Side to Side  
Innerspring Head to Toe = 72 inches,  
Width Top = 11 inches, Width Bottom = 84 
inches, Thickness = 7 inches
Like New - $750 or BO, 203-605-3442
sharon.schmidt@frontier.com
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find us 
on facebook

TRAILER STORAGE
SAFE, SECURE AND DRY

IN S TA M F O R D
Your boat and trailer in one

affordable location
Call Today for Availability

203-644-1554

SAILS

Quest Marine Services
Professional Marine Surveyor

Captain Eric Takakjian, 
Navtech, ABYC

35 Years of experience with Sail and 
Power vessels.

www.questmarineservices.com
508-789- 5901

drvquest@gmail.com

STORAGE

Key Largo Cottages 
@ Key Lime Sailing Club 

 Paddle Boards • Kayaks 
Snorkeling • Fishing • Sailboats 

Manatees + More 
All FREE with COTTAGE rental! 
++ onsite Sailing School, Sailboat 
Rentals 22' to 68', Sunset Sails,  
Reef Explorations, Fishing trips, 

Mangrove Jungle tours. 

Did someone Say DEAL? 

www.Keylimesailingclub.com
305-451-3438

VACATIONS

MARINE SERVICES

203-787-2322 
fairclough.com

 Noank Marine Service 

·SLIP RENTAL ·  
·MOORINGS · SERVICE· 

·INSIDE STORAGE· 
& ·TRANSPORT· 

55 Spicer Avenue 
Noank, CT 06340 

             860 235-5035 

 

MARINE SERVICES

HELP WANTED
MARINE POSITIONS AVAILABLE  
M Yacht Services, Annapolis, a large, full service 
marine company, is hiring additional highly 
experienced crew in the following fields: marine 
systems (mechanical & electrical), carpentry, 
sailboat rigging, fiberglass/gelcoat/painting. We 
offer excellent wages and benefits. Applicants 
must have in-depth knowledge of their trade. 
Must have a clean driving record. Email resumes 
to  admin@myachtservices.net

USCG Licensed Launch Operator 
Fayerweather Yacht Club Black Rock Harbor, 
Bridgeport CT  $12.50-$15.00/hour Full/Part 
time Seasonal. Duties: include but not limited 
to: Operate 26’ inspected motor launch to 
bring members and guests to and from their 
boats. Daily safety checks and cleaning of the 
Motor Launch, Daily Mooring field check, 
Assist Dock staff with daily duties.,MUST 
be available days, evenings, weekends and 
holidays Minimum certifications: USCG 
licensed Launch operator, First Aid and CPR 
Contact: Michael D McCarthy - Shore Captain 
Shorecapt@FYCct.org 203-788- 2853 Or Mark 
Michael - Dock Master boatrboy@gmail.com 
203-922- 2754

Launch Operators - Hempstead Harbour Club 
located in Glen Cove seeks Launch Operators/
Stewards for our May-October boating season. 
Responsibilities include transporting boaters to 
and from the floating docks and general  
maintenance of club property. Please check  
our website for detailed information   
hempsteadharbourclub.com/home/employment

EQUIPMENT
Launch Operators - The Indian Harbor Yacht 
Club in Greenwich, CT is looking for launch oper-
ators for the 2018 boating season. Must be 18 years 
of age, must have a USCG Launch License, able to 
pass a drug test and background check. Must have 
boating knowledge and must be personable. All 
hours available with competitive pay. Please contact 
Dustin at dbruce@indianharboryc.com

HELP WANTED
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on watch.
Michelle Carnevale
As a Program Manager for 11th Hour Racing, a 
Newport, RI-based organization focused on sus-
tainability in the sailing and maritime commu-
nity, Michelle Carnevale is using a lifelong love of 
the ocean to help save it.
 “I grew up in West Sand Lake, NY, a small 
town outside of Albany,” says Michelle, who lives 
in Raynham, MA. “Every summer, my parents 
would take us to Cape Cod. I looked forward to 
that one-week trip every year. Whether it was the 
six-hour whale watching trip or long walks on the tidal flats picking 
up Moon Snails, those memories forged my love of the ocean and 
all the fascinating species that live there. At Cornell University, 
when it came time to select a major, the advice ‘do what you love’ 
stuck with me and I knew I had to do something to protect the 
ocean so I chose to study Marine Ecology.” 
 Michelle earned an MBA and an MA in Marine Affairs/Coast-
al Management from the University of Rhode Island. “I was lucky 
enough to work for the University of Rhode Island’s Coastal Re-
sources Center and Rhode Island Sea Grant after graduate school,” 
she says. “I worked on coastal policy and planning in Rhode Island, 
helping policy makers apply the best science available to decisions 
on where to site offshore wind energy or best deal with the impacts 
of sea level rise. It’s critical to address climate change across mul-
tiple efforts, including developing clean energy and adapting our 
coastal communities to be more resilient to storms and rising sea 
level, and Rhode Island is a real leader in how to tackle both.” 
 “At 11th Hour Racing, we work with the sailing community 
and maritime industries to advance solutions and practices to 
protect and restore the health of our ocean. Whether it’s getting 
kids out on the water for the first time, educating sailors around the 
world about threats and solutions to ocean health, or competing 
against the world’s best racing teams, our grantees, ambassadors and 
partners are doing their part every day.” 
 “People often ask about our name 11th Hour Racing. ‘Rac-
ing’ stems from our belief that the power of sport, like sailing, can 
be harnessed to create positive change in the world. ‘11th Hour’ 
comes from a sense of urgency…that we’re reaching a critical point 
when it comes to the health of our oceans and we must act now. 
From plastic pollution and climate change to the environmental 
impacts of our sport, our oceans are threatened. The clock is  
ticking.”
 “As a Program Manager I oversee our Grant Program, work-
ing with non-profit organizations around the world to advance 
clean technologies and best practices throughout the marine 
industry, support solutions that reduce ocean pollution, and invest 
in programs that foster ocean stewardship. I am proud of all of 
the achievements of our grantees! I also oversee our Ambassador 
Program, which partners with leaders in the sailing community to 

drive change within the sport by creating dia-
logue, leading by example, and ensuring young 
sailors are educated and energized to protect and 
care for our oceans.”
       In March, Michelle attended the 6th 
International Marine Debris Conference in San 
Diego, CA. “It was incredible!” she enthuses. 
“The conference gathered over 700 people from 
more than 50 countries, all focused on study-
ing and tackling the issue of plastic pollution. 
Attendees shared their latest research on the 
sources, fate, and impacts of plastic in our 

oceans. I was proud to present on our work with the Volvo Ocean 
Race alongside grantees of Schmidt Marine Technology Partners in-
cluding Ethan Edson, who talked about his microplastic sensor the 
Mantaray, and Rachael Miller from Rozalia Project, who presented 
on the Cora Ball, a microfiber-catching laundry device that she 
invented.”
 “11th Hour Racing is very excited to be the Founding Prin-
cipal Partner of the Volvo Ocean Race Sustainability Program, as 
well as a co-title sponsor of the team Vestas 11th Hour Racing. Our 
partnership with the race involves supporting the development of 
an educational program, implementing sustainable event opera-
tions at each of the Stopovers, and hosting seven Ocean Summits 
to highlight solutions and commitments to tackle ocean plastic 
pollution.”  
 “Vestas 11th Hour Racing aims to be the most sustainable 
Volvo Ocean Race team by implementing a comprehensive sustain-
ability plan across all of their operations, promoting renewable 
energy, and educating about ocean health. One particularly exciting 
aspect is the Vestas 11th Hour Racing Legacy Project, where a grant 
is given to a local environmental organization at each Stopover. 
These grants provide financial support and help highlight local 
conservation issues and efforts to address them.”
 “11th Hour Racing is thrilled to be supporting the One 
Ocean Exploration Zone at the Newport Race Village. Newport is 
one of the only Race Villages with an area of this scale specifically 
highlighting the work of local organizations, with hands-on interac-
tive exhibits featuring everything from underwater virtual reality to 
recycling races, and opportunities to discover ocean science and the 
environment.” 
 “11th Hour Racing supports education programs of all types 
to help kids fall in love with being on the water and learn what 
they can do to protect it. We all depend on the ocean, whether we 
realize it or not. It provides the air we breathe, the food we eat, 
regulates our climate, and the list goes on. Kids are an incredibly 
powerful in creating change. I heard a quote recently: ‘Kids may 
be only 25% of the population, but they are 100% of the future.’ 
We need to empower them with the knowledge to make the best 
choices.”  
 “What I love most about my job is that I get to work with 
people and organizations that love the ocean as much as I do!” ■

© 11thHourRacing.org






