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Vision for Food Security

Our
Vision

Seasonal
and local

Encourage fresh fruit and
vegetables for all

Property developers to
ensure access to food

Wolmar for London

Zero food waste
to landfill

Schools as
community hubs

All Londoners
join the growing
revolution

Continue to work to
eliminate hunger and
unsustainable food
practices
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Londoners enjoy a fantastic variety
of healthy food, drawing on the
huge cultural diversity and the
immense privilege that the city
enjoys as a market destination for
produce grown all over the UK and
around the world. Yet London’s food
story is often a tale of two cities.

for Food Policy at City University,
reported that fewer than 40 per cent
of species and habitats in UK are
stable or improving, and that the UK
is consuming resources as if there
were three planets; in the UK we throw
away one-third of the food we buy.

We import a greater proportion of the
food we eat than at any time in history.
Food self-sufficiency in the UK has
been eroded since the 1980s: about
60 per cent of food consumed here
is grown here, down from nearly 80
per cent in the mid-1980s.
Some of London’s food habits are increasingly
As London grows, the city
unsustainable, and leading scientists predict
must do much more to help
that matters could get a lot worse very soon.
feed itself. There has been
much good work by the London Food
According to UK government Chief
Board, chaired by Rosie Boycott, but
Scientist Sir John Beddington, by 2030
it has suffered from an acute lack of
a “perfect storm” of shortages of food,
resources. Even relatively small sums of
water and energy will unleash public
money could make a huge difference.
unrest and international conflict. In
Spending £30m on this type of work,
2011, Dr David Buffin, from the Centre
rather than on the Garden
Bridge vanity project, for
example, would benefit
many more Londoners.
There are some children in North
Kensington suffering from rickets
because of poverty and poor diets.
Meanwhile, more than one-third of
London’s children are overweight.

(Left)
The first Hydroponic farms
are now opening in London,
experimenting with food
growing in cities
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Food Security Strategy

Our
Policies
After nearly three years of travelling the capital
and listening to Londoners and experts, Wolmar
for London has developed a range of ambitious
policies which would be introduced by the
Mayor of London as part of the vision for a more
affordable, liveable and sustainable city.

Zero food waste
to landfill
• As Mayor of London, Christian
Wolmar will ensure boroughs
provide every household and
business across London with
access to a food composting area
or container, ensuring compost will
not go to landfill. This would follow
the example of Oslo’s integrated
waste management system and
will be accomplished through the
establishment of food policy as
a statutory Mayoral instrument.
Elevating food waste from voluntary
to statutory status will permit the
Mayor to develop a unified, city-wide

Wolmar for London

effort to stop food going to landfill,
regardless of borough distinctions.
This policy can be achieved by
making food waste collection a
utility like general waste collection.
• Compost is nutrient-rich and is
ready to be reused for agricultural
purposes or for harnessing energy.
Some London boroughs already
provide food waste collection services
to households, but few offer this to
businesses (even restaurants and
retailers who routinely throw away
far than the average household).
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All Londoners
join the growing
revolution
• A city that grows food is a healthier,
wealthier city. A Wolmar mayoralty
will lead campaigns about how
growing more fresh fruit, vegetables
and plants is key at the heart of
a healthy and sustainable vision
for London. Londoners can make
use of existing green spaces, such
as schools, orchards, allotments,
growing and composting in London
parks, and gardens, to learn skills.
• A Wolmar mayoralty would actively
support and encourage ‘Eco-therapy’
allotment groups, community and
school gardens and widespread
green urban regeneration to foster
resilient community networks, help
to reduce mental health issues
and provide aspiring gardeners
with the opportunity to grow their
own healthy and pesticide-free
fruit, vegetables and herbs.
• These green spaces serve a basic
educational purpose, helping
people to value and experience
the outdoors, but also to learn
about plant cultivation, food
production and distribution.
Community growing advisors
can teach community members
- particularly children and young
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adults - about food sustainability,
gardening tools and usage, as
well as gardening best practices;
making way for apprenticeships
and jobs in this field, too.
• For individual households, a Wolmar
mayoralty would incentivise digging
up concreted drives and patios to
make way for growing space – for
example, by offering free parking to
those who do so. Those with limited or
no outdoor space can be supported
in setting up indoor vertical gardens
and window boxes to make it possible
for all Londoners to grow plants.
• While the health benefits for those
growing and eating organic produce
are numerous, there are unexpected
benefits for local wildlife, too. Bee
populations, upon which the survival
of our complex food systems depend,
are being destroyed by industrialscale pesticide use. Access to wild,
green, pesticide-free spaces in
the city is a lifeline for wildlife.

Food Security Strategy

Seasonal
and local

Schools as
community hubs

• Seasonal, British produce is key
to eating a healthy, sustainable
meal. A Wolmar mayoralty will
encourage Londoners to also eat
meat-free meals a few days a week
by leading education campaign.

• A Wolmar mayoralty will lead a
campaign to raise awareness
about the importance of schools as
community hubs. Schools that are
open in the evenings and during
holidays will permit children to use
grounds, activity spaces and kitchens.

Encourage
fresh fruit and
vegetables for all
• Build on the work of the London
Food Board and provide it with extra
resources, as well as supporting plans
so that all schools should ensure
that all pupils should eat well.

Property
developers to
ensure access
to food
• A Wolmar mayoralty will ensure
developers consider meaningful
access to fresh food retailers
and markets in their plans,
especially in deprived areas.

Wolmar for London

Continue to
work to eliminate
hunger and
unsustainable
food practices
• Supporting and promoting the work of
the London Food Board in engaging
charities, communities, schools and
small businesses in greening and
growing in London is at the heart of
the Wolmar for London food policy.
• Under a Wolmar mayoralty, the
London Food Board will continue to
support a community shop, or social
supermarket, in every borough, based
on the flagship model in Lambeth.
Community shops buy residual
food from large retailers that is then
sold to low income members at a
heavily reduced price. The social
supermarket also offers legal and
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financial advice, cookery classes and
a community space for its members
to learn key skills and knowledge.
• School Food Plan: nutritious school
meals made from a kitchen in every
school; free breakfasts for primary
school children; regulate to ban
vending machines selling sweets,
crisps and sugary drinks in schools.
• Continue local, seasonal produce
procurement for GLA cafeterias
• Secure funding small-scale food
businesses using local produce.
• Support the London Food Awards
to give British food a higher profile.

(Below)
A Wolmar mayoralty would
actively support and encourage
‘Eco-therapy’ allotment groups

To find out more, sign up for the newsletter on our website:
Web wolmarforlondon.co.uk twitter @WolmarforLondon
facebook Wolmar for London 2016

Christian Wolmar is seeking the Labour nomination
for the 2016 London mayoral election.

