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WE respond to this public consultation  
This response was written by volunteers from the Women’s Equality Party (WEP) 
Branches in Cambridge and Milton Keynes (MK). Find out more here. 
We have considered the needs of women when reviewing this major geographical 

development.  We have drawn on resources from: 

o WEP manifestos and policies 

o The Fawcett Society’s Regional Manifesto’s for Women and Girls - Making 

devolution work for women 

o The Women’s Environmental Network (WEN) and the Women’s Budget Group 

(WBG) Feminist Green New Deal UK Policy Briefing and Policy Paper 

o Doughnut Economics which WEP call to be used in UK policy making. 

 

 

https://www.womensequality.org.uk/r?u=LHsyN1kS88UXbzFgmrMLXz_d1zyoDbigp_nD9Agd8BjyQ1lQgFsvrZ342zIHCIufI0UXSnvd7N0u7UQ8W-KxWw&e=23ba875e3426fb77db94bce6b67bf7df&utm_source=womensequality&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=oxcamblast&n=3
https://www.womensequality.org.uk/objectives
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/making-devolution-work-for-women
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/making-devolution-work-for-women
https://wbg.org.uk/category/analysis/uk-policy-briefings/
https://doughnuteconomics.org/about-doughnut-economics
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The Consultation 

We note that this is the first of 3 consultations1 and have read the three documents 

provided by GOV.UK2 : 

 

1) Creating a Vision for the Arc 

2) Towards a Spatial Framework – the purpose of this consultation will be for the 

public to have their say on the published options for delivering the Framework’s 

objectives; and 

3) Draft Spatial Framework – the aim of this consultation is for the public to have their 

say on the draft Spatial Framework along with the Sustainability Appraisal 

Environmental Report. 
 

We note the Spatial Framework has 4 Key policy pillars: 

o Environment: To preserve and enhance a ‘green arc’ and to improve access to 

green space, reduce flood risk, and improve air quality. 

o Economy: To provide sustainable economic growth and create more 

employment and attract businesses. 

o Connectivity and Infrastructure e.g. To Improve east-west connectivity in the arc 

– east-west rail project. 

o Placemaking: Provide more homes and affordable homes to support sustainable 

growth. 

 

WE are responding to these consultation questions: 

o Creating the vision for the arc 

o Environment 

o Economy 

o Connectivity and infrastructure 

o Placemaking 

o Delivering the Spatial framework 

                                                

 
1 https://www.dlpconsultants.co.uk/oxford-cambridge-arc-spatial-framework-consultation-commences-july-2021/  
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/creating-a-vision-for-the-oxford-cambridge-arc  

https://www.dlpconsultants.co.uk/oxford-cambridge-arc-spatial-framework-consultation-commences-july-2021/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/creating-a-vision-for-the-oxford-cambridge-arc
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o Our commitment to data and evidence 

o How we will monitor and deliver the Framework 

o Scoping support for Sustainability Appraisal. 

 

Creating the vision for the arc 

What is your positive vision for the Arc in the future? 

 

Q1. What kind of place could it be? What words come to mind? 

Other  

Our positive vision aligns with Strategic Development Goal 5: Achieve gender equality 

and empower all women and girls3. The absence of ‘gender equality’ from the list of 

words provided and in the whole Spatial Framework and Sustainability Appraisal is a 

serious omission.  

Q2. Our vision for the Arc to 2050 

We envision a truly gender equal society that does not use GDP as the primary 

measure of economic success or progress, but instead gives more weight to measures 

the wellbeing of citizens and the environment when taking decisions. A citizens’ 

assembly will be convened, where citizens at every level are represented and 

facilitated to participate in the decision-making process at every stage.  

Q3. How do you feel overall about the future of the Arc? What are your hopes 

and fears? 

We fear that women’s needs and views won’t be represented. Women are under-

represented at all levels of politics from the Cabinet to the town hall4. Six of the Arc 

local councils have less than 30% of councilors who are female.5  

 

 

 

                                                

 
3 https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5   
4 Women underrepresented at all levels in British politics | The Independent | The Independent 
5 Figures taken from The Fawcett Society’s dataset (August 2021) Women’s Representation in Local Government at the 
2021 Local Elections  https://bit.ly/2WAVXl4 

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal5
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/women-underrepresented-all-levels-british-politics-9695320.html
https://bit.ly/2WAVXl4
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Q4 Tickbox. What do you think are the most important things that the spatial 

framework needs to do, as a strategic plan, to make the most of the area’s 

unique potential for economic growth to 2050 and beyond? 
 

☐Environment 

☐Economy Connectivity and growth 

☐Place-making  

☒Supporting monitoring and delivery 
 

Q5 If there is anything you would like to add, we would love you to tell us. 

Women are 50% of the population, but they are likely to have less experience of 

planning and infrastructure development. The Spatial Framework must put in 

additional resource to inform and engage women in council leadership roles and in 

communities. 

For the Arc development to truly be a UK beacon in education, housing, economics and 

technology it must serve the needs of women and minorities and break the mold of 

traditional planning that causes inequalities.  

 

Environment 

Green Spaces, nature and biodiversity 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

 

Q1. Choice. Making sure the natural environment is protected, restored and 

improved 

Very Important 

Q2. Choice. Making sure the most is made of the natural environment and that 

all people can have access to it 

Very Important 

Q3. Choice. Making sure new growth leaves the environment in a better state 

than before 

Very Important 
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Q4. Anything else to add about your vision for green and blue spaces, nature 

and biodiversity 

We refer you to the WEN & WBG Feminist Green New Deal Policy Paper6: “GND 

proposals and plans have paid little attention to gender equality and until recently 

there has been insufficient critical engagement with environmental and climate politics 

by mainstream feminists. As a result …, there is growing scrutiny of the gendered 

assumptions contained in GND visions and an emerging conversation about how a GND 

could be good for gender justice if feminist environmental goals were incorporated.” 

 

Climate change resilience and net zero 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on:  

 

Q1. Choice Making sure new development helps achieve net zero carbon at an 

Arc level towards national net zero targets 

Very important 

Q2. Choice Making sure new development can respond to the current and 

future effects of climate 

Very important 

Q3 Anything else to add about your vision for climate change and/or the 

contribution to net zero 

We point you to the UN statement7: “Women are increasingly being seen as more 

vulnerable than men to the impacts of climate change, mainly because they represent 

the majority of the world's poor and are proportionally more dependent on threatened 

natural resources.” Climate Justice and Gender Justice must go hand-in-hand and lie at 

the heart of policy and action.  

 

                                                

 
6 https://www.wen.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/FEM-GND-POLICY-PAPER-2.pdf 
7 United Nations https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/womenin-shadow-climate-change 
 
 

https://www.wen.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/FEM-GND-POLICY-PAPER-2.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/womenin-shadow-climate-change
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Air quality and waste 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on:  

 

Q1. Choice. Making sure new development helps to improve air quality within 

the Arc. 

Very important 

Q2. Choice. Taking a combined approach to air quality across the Arc. 

Very important 

Q3. Choice. Making better use of resources and managing waste. 

Very important 

Q4. Anything else to add about your vision for air quality and waste?  

Clean air outcomes can be achieved by joined-up policies to support more walking and 

cycling. 43% of women cycle at least once a week in Greater Cambridge8 but in 2019 

Milton Keynes had a bike-sharing gender gap9. Gov’s bold vision for cycling10 is a 

missed opportunity to consider women’s needs e.g. put more bike stations where 

women travel or provide shared bikes or trikes with child seats.  

 

Water 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on:  

 

Q1. Choice. Promoting a combined approach to managing water across the Arc 

through protecting water resources, improving water quality and reducing the 

risk of flooding. 

Very important 

Q2. Choice. Making sure new development reduces existing flood risk and is 

resilient to future flooding 

Very important 

                                                

 
8 https://www.sustrans.org.uk/media/5942/bikelife19_aggregatedreport.pdf  
9 https://como.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CoMoUK-Bike-Share-Survey-2019-final-1.pdf  
10https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-
change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/media/5942/bikelife19_aggregatedreport.pdf
https://como.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CoMoUK-Bike-Share-Survey-2019-final-1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf
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Q3. Choice. Improving water availability and cutting the risk of drought 

Very Important 

Q4. Anything else to add about your vision for water? 

Globally, Women have limited access to decision-making processes for resource 

management11. In 2019/20 women councillors in Milton Keynes were over-represented 

in certain types of committee, notably Corporate Parenting, Children and Young 

People, and Health and Adult Social Care12. Conversely, they were under-represented 

on the Development Control, Audit, and Regeneration Committees. We suggest 

ensuring that local Drainage Boards are gender-balanced.  

 

Economy 

Education and training      

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

  

Q1. Choice. Making sure the Arc keeps growing as a place of educational 

excellence, partnership and research. For example, through growth which helps existing 

universities and colleges 

Important 

Q2, Choice. Making sure the economic benefits of growth are felt by all 

communities within the Arc. For example, through putting new education and training facilities 

in places where more people can easily get to go to them. 

Very Important 

Q3. Anything else to add about your vision for education and training? 

“Education and training should be led by local authorities who understand the skills 

gaps in their localities. Training need not be de facto in green technologies, but in a 

range of sectors and jobs (including care, education and environmental protection) 

that are locally needed”13. We propose a University for Ecological Science for skills for 

                                                

 
11 United Nations Environment Programme (2021) Page 95. Making Peace with Nature: A scientific blueprint to tackle the 
climate, biodiversity and pollution emergencies. Nairobi. https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature  
12 Fawcett Society’s Milton Keynes Group (Oct 2020) Women's participation in local politics. Oct 31 2020 Page 2, Link 

13 https://www.wen.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/FEM-GND-POLICY-PAPER-2.pdf page 12 

https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature
file:///C:/Users/janew/Documents/Arc/Response%20versions/V
https://www.wen.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/FEM-GND-POLICY-PAPER-2.pdf
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future food security and schools and training institutions should work together to 

eliminate any gender bias in creating this subject pathway.  

 

Jobs and businesses 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

  

Q1. Choice. Making sure that the Arc keeps growing as a place for business, 

science and technology, and innovation. For example, through putting these types of new 

workspaces in places where they can make the most of cross-sector collaboration. 

Neutral 

Q2. Choice. Making sure that existing industries keep growing within the Arc. 

Less important 

Q3. Choice. Making sure the Arc builds upon and grows its skills, expertise and 

capabilities. For example, through making sure people can get around easily to bring the right 

people to the right job locations. 

Very important 

Q4. Making sure that the right types of buildings are provided in the Arc so that 

businesses can keep growing as well as supporting the green economy. For 

example, through building new flexible and adaptable workspaces meeting the needs of a range of 

different businesses of different sizes. 

Less important 

Q5. Anything else to add about your vision for jobs and businesses? 

We need to shift mindsets:  

“We have an economy that needs to grow, whether or not it makes us thrive. We need 

an economy that makes us thrive, whether or not it grows.”14 Kate Raworth, Doughnut 

Economics 

“Encourage women and girls into male-dominated green sectors promoted by the 

GND, as well as encouraging boys and men into the already green caring sectors.” A 

Feminist Green New Deal15   

 

                                                

 
14 https://www.regennarration.com/episodes/003-doughnut-economics  
15 https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Feminist-Green-New-Deal.pdf  

https://www.regennarration.com/episodes/003-doughnut-economics
https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Feminist-Green-New-Deal.pdf
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Connectivity and Infrastructure 

Infrastructure 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on:  

  

Q1. Choice. Making sure planning takes a combined approach to new 

development by providing the infrastructure and services required at the right 

time to support growth. For example, by planning for the need for utilities (e.g. water, energy, 

waste) and community infrastructure (e.g. schools, hospitals GP surgeries). 

Very important 

Q2. Choice. Making sure new development makes the most of existing 

resources. For example, through making sure that materials are reused, renewable energy 

supplies are used, and waste is properly planned for. 

Very important 

Q3. Choice. Making sure that digital infrastructure is put in at the same time as 

other development takes place. For example, speeding up the fitting of high-speed 

broadband to support home-based work and help new ways of learning. 

Important 

Q4. Anything else to add about your vision for infrastructure 

The prioritisation of physical infrastructure and the side-lining or invisibility of social 

infrastructure is a continuation of male-centric orthodox economics. From a feminist 

perspective, it is essential to balance the emphasis on decarbonising the economy with 

the stated commitment to ‘levelling up’, and this requires both awareness of and 

strategies proposed in the Feminist New Green Deal.  

 

New development 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

 

Q1. Choice. Making sure growth within the Arc is placed around areas with 

better transport links. For example, through having more development around stations and bus 

routes, supported by cycling and walking track 

Less important 
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Q2. Choice. Making sure new development cuts down the need to travel around 

the local area. For example, through promoting safe and easy walking and cycling routes to town 

centres, shops and schools. 

Important 

Q3. Choice. Making sure new developments reduce existing a future 

infrastructure demand and resources used. For example, making sure that designs leave 

enough space for existing and future measures which reduce energy and water use, and cut down on 

waste. 

Important 

Q4. Choice. Making sure sustainable transport principles are included in the 

design of new developments. For example, by designing new developments in a way that 

enables people to walk or cycle all or part of their journeys. 

Very important 

Q5 Anything else to add about new developments in the context of connectivity 

and infrastructure. Why do you feel this way? What ideas do you have? 

The Spatial Framework must incorporate the recommendations of the Feminist Green 

New Deal and embed feminist substantive equality goals at all stages of new 

development and in all policy, strands including physical infrastructure AND social 

infrastructure (the NHS, social care, education and childcare)16. Collaborative design 

with the equal participation of women should be the standard.  

 

Getting Around 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

  

Q1. Choice. Creating better transport connections across the Arc and making 

sure they are provided in a way which supports sustainable new growth. For 

example, planning for public transport and physical transport infrastructure requirements. 

Important 

Q2. Choice. Making sure there are more opportunities for active travel such as 

walking and cycling across the Arc. For example, wider pavements, segregated cycle lanes, 

improved network of cycle lanes, and better pedestrian crossings. 

Very important 

                                                

 
16 https://www.womensequality.org.uk/statement_socialcare  

https://www.womensequality.org.uk/statement_socialcare
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Q3. Choice. Making sure there is the right form of public transport in the right 

areas across the Arc and can be used by all travellers, including people with 

any particular needs. 

Very important  

Q4. Choice. Cutting down on the impact of cars and other private vehicles within 

the Arc.  

Very important  

Q5. Anything else to add about your vision of getting around? 

Transport plans need gender-sensitive design they should e.g.: “take account of how 

women use transport differently to juggle caring responsibilities. Women are more 

likely to rely on public transport, especially buses, which allow them to ‘trip-chain’ (i.e. 

make multiple short distances at either end of their working day) affordably.”17 

 

Place-making 

Location of growth 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

 

Q1 Choice. Making sure new developments are built in the most sustainable 

locations, for the environment, the economy and communities. For example, by 

developing brownfield redevelopment and making sure they have good access to town centres, shops 

and schools.  

Very important 

Q2 Anything else to add about your vision for location of growth  

By ‘growth’ we mean a measure of the wellbeing of citizens and the environment. The 

Spatial Framework must co-create new developments with the communities they 

affect. To do this, it must build capacity for gender and intersectional analysis among 

the economists, planners, decision makers and communicators through training. The 

benefit of this growth must be equally shared and use resources sustainably.  

 

                                                

 
17 https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Feminist-Green-New-Deal.pdf Page 2 
 

https://wbg.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/A-Feminist-Green-New-Deal.pdf
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Homes in your area 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

 

Q1. Choice. Ensuring the right types of houses are delivered in the right 

locations to meet the needs of both renters and buyers. For example, family houses, 

first-time buyers, specialist housing, student accommodation and opportunities for people to build their 

own homes. 

Very important 

Q2. Choice. Increasing the amount and availability of affordable homes within 

the Arc. 

Very important 

Q3. Anything else to add about your vision for homes in your area 

Planning for new or renovated homes should be informed by feminist perspectives, 

e.g. create a framework for co-housing and common land trusts so that economic 

value is retained in/distributed to the local community. Housing design should reflect 

21st century life/work patterns (including ‘working from home’) and demographic 

changes/diversity and accessibility, as well as facilitating a fair division of domestic 

labour and greater energy efficiency.  

 

Design of new developments and streets 

Thinking about your vision for the future of the area, how important is it that the 

Spatial Framework focuses on: 

 

Q1. Choice. Making sure a coordinated approach is taken to the design and 

delivery of new developments to ensure they are supported by new and existing 

infrastructure. 

Very important – assuming there is a case for new developments. 

Q2. Choice. Making sure the environment and sustainability is at the heart of 

new developments. For example, by improving the built and natural environment, making sure 

development complements surrounding areas, and is supported by the right 

level of infrastructure. 

Very important – assuming there is a case for new developments. 
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Q3. Choice. Making sure there is the right mix of uses in new developments to 

help make high quality and thriving new places. 

Very important – assuming there is a case for new developments. 

Q4. Choice. Making sure new developments help support healthy lifestyles for 

existing and future communities 

Very important – assuming there is a case for new developments. 

Q5. Choice. Making sure new developments promote resilience to climate 

change. 

Very important – assuming there is a case for new developments. 

Q6. Anything else to add about your vision for the design of new developments 

and streets. 

Women must have a stake in any Urban expansion in the Arc Region. The Arc 

Leadership should appoint gender equality planning officers to advise Councils, 

Developers and Committee’s on the impact of planning decisions on their gender 

equality efforts. All planning applications must include a robust Equality Impact 

Assessment, which must address the intersection between energy efficiency, carbon 

off-set and gender equality.  

 

Delivering the Spatial Framework 

Engaging communities 

 

Q1. Checkbox. How can government engage with the public better? Rank these 

by dragging the boxes in priority order or by assigning an order number in the 

drop-down (1 = highest priority) 

Order of ranking 

1. Citizen assemblies and citizen juries 

2. Focus groups 

3. 1 – 1 Interviews and experiments 

4. Communication materials 

5. Social listening 

6. Ethnography 

7. Other types of engagement 
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Q2. Yes/No. Before this consultation I was familiar with the area known as the 

Oxford-Cambridge Arc. 

Yes 

Q3. Do you have anything else to add on engaging communities? 

Establish a women’s taskforce18 across the Arc communities so there is a mechanism 

for feeding grassroots women’s voices into policymaking, to ensure that women’s 

voices in all their diversity are represented at the policy level. Women are half the 

population of the Oxford-Cambridge Arc region, so it follows that half of the local 

councilors, policy makers and decision takers in the region should be women too. 

Require The Arc Leadership Groups and the All Party Parliamentary Group for Housing 

Market and Housing Delivery to have gender-balanced leadership teams.  

 

Our commitment to data, evidence and digital tools 

 

Q1. Choice. To what extent do you agree with our proposed approach on data 

and evidence? 

Disagree – because many are digitally excluded and more could have been done to 

raise awareness of the consultation, e.g. public information campaign, newsletters and 

leaflets.     

Q2. Do you have anything else to add on data, evidence and digital tools? 

Build capacity for democratic participation, by increasing economic, ecological and 

carbon literacy through public broadcasting and social media. 

Continue to publish data and planning notices in print for the digitally excluded. 

Data must be open, sufficiently disaggregated, and of a consistent quality, as 

recommended by the Inclusive Data Taskforce19.  

Retain a locally-led planning system20 in which councils and communities, including 

women, have an equitable say over the way places develop. 

                                                

 
18 The Fawcett Society’s Regional Manifesto’s for Women and Girls - https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/making-

devolution-work-for-women  
19 https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/inclusive-data-taskforce-recommendations-report-leaving-no-one-
behind-how-can-we-be-more-inclusive-in-our-data/pages/7/ 
20 See the LGA campaign to keep planning local https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lgas-
position-governments-planning-reforms  

https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/making-devolution-work-for-women
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/making-devolution-work-for-women
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/inclusive-data-taskforce-recommendations-report-leaving-no-one-behind-how-can-we-be-more-inclusive-in-our-data/pages/7/
https://uksa.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/publication/inclusive-data-taskforce-recommendations-report-leaving-no-one-behind-how-can-we-be-more-inclusive-in-our-data/pages/7/
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lgas-position-governments-planning-reforms
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lgas-position-governments-planning-reforms
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How we will monitor and deliver the Framework 

 

Q1. Choice. To what extent do you agree with our proposed approach on 

delivery and funding?  

Disagree 

Q2. Do you have anything else to add on delivery and funding 

We refer you back to our vision statement for gender equality. Thus, we contend that 

an ‘arc growth body’, or any entity created for developing the Spatial Framework, must 

incorporate a feminist perspective and female representation from grassroots to the 

top - ‘nothing about us, without us’ as they say. Take in point the All Party 

Parliamentary Group for Housing Market and Housing Delivery; this has one female 

member and 17 men. This underrepresentation simply must change.   

Q3. Choice. To what extent do you agree with our proposed approach on 

monitoring and evaluation? 

Agree 

Q4. Do you have anything else to add on monitoring and evaluation? 

Use the Doughnut Economics model for your dashboard. Aim for a thriving, 

regenerative, redistributive economy where measurable targets for health and 

wellbeing and environmental sustainability of the land assets are set which are 

consistently monitored across all the local authorities in the Arc region.   

 

Scoping report for Sustainability Appraisal  

 

Q1. Choice. To what extent do you agree with the key strategic issues and 

opportunities in the proposed scope for the Sustainability Appraisal of the 

Spatial framework? 

 Agree, with reservations. 

Q2. Are there any other strategic issues and/or opportunities that need to be 

considered in the appraisal? 

In line with the recommendations by the Government’s Women and Equalities 

Committee on the impact of Coronavirus and the gendered economic impact, the 

Spatial Framework must actively analyse and assess the equality impact all proposals 
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therein for its gendered impact. It is essential to conduct an economic growth 

assessment of the care-led recovery proposals made by the Women’s Budget Group. 

Q3. Are you aware of any additional strategic data that we should take into 

account as part of the sustainability appraisal? 

Call for Government to introduce a freedom of data act. Make data open and give 

communities access to data and the resources and skills to create their own 

community dashboards for monitoring their locality. Provide data for the public good, 

in a format granular enough to provide meaningful equality impact assessments at 

neighbourhood, local, and regional level. 

Q4. Are you aware of any additional plans or programmes you think will be 

important to consider within the sustainability appraisal? 

WE point you to the local relevant strategies, for example, local frameworks for Health 

Impact assessments for spatial planning. These should be in scope for your wider 

engagement with communities. Look at plans for social facilities (including educational 

and healthcare facilities) to meet the evolving needs of the existing and expanded 

communities. Prioritise the improved health and wellbeing for those already living and 

working in the Arc region and aim to reduce the existing inequalities, through gender-

sensitive design and positive action, e.g. gender planning officers in local councils. 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Document  

 

Written and approved by the Women’s Equality Party branches of  

Milton Keynes and Cambridge  

miltonkeynes@womensequality.org.uk - cambridge@womensequality.org.uk 
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