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The Women’s Equality Party recognises the damage done by socially constructed gender
stereotypes and supports changes to the Gender Recognition Act 2004. The Women’s Equality
Party supports changes to the current process by which transgender people are able to receive
legal recognition of their changed gender.
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The Women’s Equality Party supports a process of legal recognition of changed gender which does
not require medical reports nor two years’ worth of documentation but a process of selfdetermination of gender. The Women’s Equality Party supports legal recognition of non-binary
people.
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The Women’s Equality Party calls on the Governments and administrations of the UK to make the
following changes to the current process as they revise the Gender Recognition Act 2004:
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Change to the requirement to submit two supporting medical reports, one of a diagnosis of
gender dysphoria and one detailing treatment received. Change to the requirement to submit
documentation to prove the person has lived as their acquired gender for two years. Instead
require a self-determination process to change gender and to obtain a Gender Recognition
Certificate and new birth certificate.
Remove the requirement of spousal consent to obtain legal recognition of changed gender for
married people.
Allow people to change their gender to a third gender option as well as to male and female.

Motion rationale:
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The Women’s Equality Party should clarify its position as changes to the Gender Recognition Act
(GRA) 2004 are being considered by the Governments and administrations of the UK. This change
would add depth to the already stated Women’s Equality Party position of supporting the right of an
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individual to define for themselves their gender by moving to a legal process of self-determination
from a dehumanising, medicalised and intrusive bureaucratic process.1,2
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Current WE policy is, “WE also recognise that the binary words “woman” and “man” do not reflect
the gender experience of everyone in our country, and support the right of all to define their sex or
gender or to reject gendered divisions as they choose.” Supporting people to legally change their
gender by a self-determination process, including a third gender option and supporting an end the
requirement of spousal consent for changing gender would further develop WEP policy.
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These changes to the GRA would be in line with the recent World Health Organisation changes
which have reclassified gender dysphoria (gender incongruence) which will no longer be classified
within Mental and Behavioural Disorders.3
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In Ireland, the Gender Recognition Act passed in 2015 has allowed a change in gender by a simple
legal process of self-determination, avoiding the bureaucracy currently required in the UK by the
GRA 2004.4
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