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Motion text: 

 

1 The Women’s Equality Party’s 2018 Party Conference notes the Westminster Government's  
2 legislation - Policing and Crime Act 2009 - enables local authorities in England and Wales to adopt a 
3 zero or “nil cap” policy, for their local authority area on strip/lap dancing clubs, known as sexual  
4 entertainment venues (SEVs).   
 
5 Legislation differs in Scotland and is covered by the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, amended 
6 by the Air Weapons and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2015. 
 
7 Local Authorities (LAs) across the UK have a statutory duty to consider the impact of these venues  
8 on everyone under Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 in the form of  
9 the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED).   
  
10 SEV legislation changed in 2009 to allow local people more a voice in the decision-making process  
11 and enable LAs to set a cap on the number of SEVs in their area if they wished. This cap can be  
12 any number, including zero – known as a “nil cap”. 
 
13 The Women’s Equality Party calls upon the Westminster Government to: 
 
14 1. Produce clear Home Office guidance on both England and Wales, and Scotland legislation  
15  regarding SEVs so that local authorities clearly understand their powers under the legislation 
16 2.  Disseminate the relevant guidance to all local authorities Licensing Committees in the UK 
 
17 The Women’s Equality Party calls upon all LAs to: 
 

18 ●  Ensure they fulfil their Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) by considering the impact of any 

19  sexual entertainment venues on all people within their jurisdiction in line with the outcome of 
20  the Judicial Review against Sheffield City Council in June 2018 

 
21 The Women’s Equality Party calls upon all England and Wales local authorities to: 
 
22 ●  Use their power under the Policing and Crime Act 2009 to adopt a nil cap SEV policy. 

 
23 The Women’s Equality Party will support any local authority wishing to adopt a nil cap policy. 
 



 

Motion rationale: 

24 SEVs promote the sexual objectification of women creating an environment which permits men to buy 

25 women for sexual entertainment. 

26 SEVs create unequal power.  Their customers, and therefore their impact, touch every aspect of  

27 society - through families, colleagues, businesses, community activities, local and national politics. 

 

28 WE support the Nordic Model as the most effective way of ending the demand for prostitution.   

29 Similarly, WE must have policies which seek to end demand in the SEV sector. 

  

30 Some women may choose to work in SEVS, however due to the discrimination and inequality  

31 inherent in our society, many do not work there by choice, or find it is the only choice open to them.  

 

32 Evidence shows that LAs neither understand nor apply the legislation correctly.  

 

33 They are often: 

 

34 ●  reluctant to set a nil cap in their policies, 

35 ●  convinced that existing SEVs must breach licence terms for licence renewals to be refused, 

36 ●  unaware that they can review any licence application or renewal, and decide that they simply 

37  do not want an SEV,   

38 ●  nervous about court action from SEVs if they refuse licences. 

 

39 LAs are not complying with their PSED in Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010.  This is evident in  

40 Sheffield, where the LA conceded for the second time at Judicial Review (June 2018) that they had 

41 failed to uphold their PSED with regard to SEVs. The implication is that LAs must consider the wider 

42 community impact of SEVs, not just staff and customers. 

 

43 It is essential that government makes clear to LAs the intention and application of the legislation,  

44 reiterating their duties under the PSED. 

 

45 Research:  

 

46 Vasques et al.(1) found “higher levels of objectification were significant predictors of aggression  

47 towards girls”.  They suggest that the perception of women as sexual objects also evokes aggression 

48 against them. 

49 Wright et al.(2) identified links between men exposed to the objectification of women having ideas that 

50 women are objects, and having ideas that support violence towards women.  

51 The Bristol Fawcett Society(3) looked at how men treated women after viewing objectifying                        

52 pornography, highlighting how SEVs undermine women’s equality: 

53  “After having internalized the messages of male sexual privilege and female dehumanization, it 

54  should be easier for men to envision imposing themselves sexually on women and reacting      

55  punitively to women who frustrate their sexual goals.”  

56 Simmons et al.(4) showed how domestic violence perpetrators who access the sex industry  



 

57 (pornography, strip clubs) use more controlling behaviours than those who do not. 

 

58 Frank(5) found that men were motivated to visit lap dancing clubs to escape perceived constraining  

59 behavioural rules: treating women equally e.g. when interacting with female colleagues at work. 

 

60  “You can go in there and shop for a piece of meat … you want to see a girl run around naked, 

61  have her come over, pay her to do a dance or two or three and walk away and not even ask her 

62  name. Total distancing.” 

 

63 Gervais et al.’s(6) study of male students concluded that “alcohol use intensifies the objectification of  

64 women in a manner that increases sexual violence risk”. 
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