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08:30–09:00
CONFERENCE OPENING
Join us for the official opening of Party
Conference 2020. As well as looking back
on the last two years, we will make sure all
delegates know how to get the most out
of our first virtual Conference and what
they can expect across these
jam-packed four days.
Speaker: Hannah Peaker
(Conference Chair)

09:30–10:30
CAFF
Women’s Equality Party Conference is all
about community. Drop in on our cafe with
a cup of tea or coffee to meet new members
and old friends. This is a great place to
socialise, network or get some down time
between sessions.

11:00–12:00
FEMINIST SELF DEFENCE
TRAINING
Women and girls are never to blame for the
violence perpetrated against them. However,
understanding a little of how and why violence
against women occurs, and escalates, and
how the law allows us to defend ourselves

real reason Keir Starmer
challenged our Prime
Minister to a press-up
contest, and what we can
expect from the upcoming
US elections. Prepare to

can be enormously empowering. We will
discuss this and look at some practical ways
of understanding, dealing with and defusing
situations, also ways in which we can make
ourselves a ‘hard target’, and set boundaries
both mental and physical.
Workshop Lead: Sue Smith

laugh and cry.
Speaker: Cynthia Enloe

11:00–12:00
THE GREAT UNKNOWN:
COVID
After nearly a year of
COVID, the world still has
many unanswered questions
about this terrible virus, with
the uncertainty taking a toll
on bereaved families, those
still struggling with symptoms and those at
risk. We meet patients, clinicians and relatives
to discuss the physical and mental impact of
COVID across society, what we have learned
and what we must demand from our public
health response.
Chair: Dr. Hannah Barham-Brown
Speakers: Kathryn de Prudhoe, Rebecca
Manson Jones, Dr. Nisreen Alwan.

12:00–13:00

13:00–14:00
RUN THAT BIAS AGAIN?
HOW WE BUILD BACK
EQUAL POST-COVID
The Coronavirus crisis has turned the world
upside down, but its effects have not been
felt equally. From disproportionate deaths
in BAME communities and soaring rates of
domestic violence during lockdown to the
near collapse of social care and threats to
women’s employment —
 COVID has laid bare
huge inequalities in the UK and beyond. This
panel will discuss what it would mean to forge
a new consensus around an equal, just and
sustainable post-COVID economy.
Chair: Jude Kelly
Speakers: Miatta Fahnbulleh, Mary-Ann
Stephenson, Kate Raworth, Mandu Reid

WAGING WAR ON COVID
Cynthia Enloe has been described as one
of the most important feminist thinkers of
our time. Tune in to find out why she thinks
we must never wage a war on COVID, the
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14:30–16:30
PASS THE MIC: FRINGE EVENTS
These self-organised events are led by Women’s Equality
Party members and partner organisations. Details of how to
join can be found on the conference app and our website.

14:30–15:30
UK WOMEN’S BUDGET
GROUP:
IS IT TIME FOR A CARING
ECONOMY?
For many of us care is front and centre
of our day to day lives. Yet too often we
separate it out from the formal workings of
‘the economy.’ In a new report from their
Commission on a Gender-Equal Economy,
the UK Women’s Budget Group (WBG)
provides a blueprint for a caring economy
which foregrounds investment in wellbeing,
sustainability and gender equality.

BRINGING THE NORTH OF
ENGLAND TOGETHER
A chance for branch officers and members
from all WE branches in the North of England
to get together and share ideas
Speakers: Northern Hub

I’M NOT BROKEN,
SOCIETY IS
An introduction to the Social Model of
Disability, and Intersectional Discrimination.
Presented by Hannah Barham-Brown and
Sarabajaya Kumar, hosted by the Disability
Caucus.

Join us to discuss this report and explore our
vision for a caring economy.

Speakers: Disability Caucus

Speakers: Diane Elson, Duncan Fisher, Shola
Mos-Shogbamimu, Women’s Budget Group

WHOSE WINE IS IT ANYWAY

Led by Catherine Eaglestone professional
actor and workshop facilitator who specialises
in adapting techniques from acting for nonactors in mental health; education; and
community.
Speakers: Catherine Eaglestone and Lambeth
Branch

RIGHTS FOR COHABITING COUPLES —
THERE IS NO ‘COMMON
LAW’
Join us to discuss the issues that can
arise when co-habiting couples end their
relationship.
Often there is an unequal division of wealth
or assets when the couple separates. Often
one partner is left disadvantaged e.g. if they
have stepped back from their career to raise
children and are left with a lower income or
pension.
Very often the disadvantaged person is a
woman. Currently there is no protection
offered in law for these situations.
Speakers: Sheffield Branch

The Lambeth Branch would like to offer a
space to meet other members in a creative
environment, using games from improvisation
to explore issues on our minds, to relax and
have some time to get to know each other,
and with lots of laughing guaranteed.
Back to contents
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GRASSROOTS
CAMPAIGNING AGAINST
SEXISM IN SCHOOLS
This session will explore how we might
successfully challenge and change aspects
of sexism in schools on the ground. Schools
are smaller institutions — less faceless and
more accessible than larger institutions.
Change within individual schools should be
achievable at the local level — but we need
to challenge and push them in a coordinated
way.
Speaker: Debbie Brazil

BAME ALLY: BENEFITS,
INSIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITIES
Join us to explore the role of being a BAME
ally through the experience of three WE
members fairly new to the role and explore
what’s in it for you individually and for WE.
Speakers: BAME Caucus

15:30–16:30
THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY
NEEDS WOMEN’S VOICES:
ADD YOURS!
WE must develop a feminist vision to
transform the debate on climate change,
and to underpin and inform all our Party’s
objectives and policies. This session will
discuss how WE can make sure that women’s
voices are heard at this critical time, as the
UK will host the international negotiations at
COP26 next year. Please join us, learn about
the new WE Climate Change Working Group
and its ‘Climate Audit’ of WE objectives, and
help develop a unique WE perspective that
puts equality and social justice at the heart of
climate change.
Speakers: Dr Katrina Brown, Climate Change
Working Group

TRUST YOUR IMPACT —
HOW TO CREATE THE
GROWTH WE WANT TO
SEE

BAME CAUCUS DROP IN
What would you want from the BAME Caucus
in the next year? Two years ago the BAME
Caucus formed at Conference. WE welcome
all party members who identify as from a
black, Asian or minority ethnic background
to join the BAME Caucus committee for a
discussion on what we have achieved in the
last two years and tell us what you would
want from the Caucus going forward.
Speaker: BAME Caucus

UBI IS A FEMINIST ISSUE
Exploring the concept of Universal Basic
Income. In the wake of COVID there is
growing interest, in the UK and elsewhere,
in UBI as a solution to the problem of
poverty. We are facing recession and rising
unemployment, and we already know that
women are more likely to have left — or been
made to leave — their jobs. There are plenty
of feminist economists who argue that UBI
is particularly good for women in a system
that is built around the idea of male-style full
employment, and could help in building a
more equal society.
Speakers: Ruth Wilkinson

An engaging, interactive workshop designed
by WE leadership coaches, Mandy & Rachel,
to give you personal clarity and confidence in
your power to create change as a part of the
WE movement.
Speakers: Rachel Rowland, Mandy Ayers

Back to contents
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SMALL TOWN & RURAL
BRANCH THINK TANK
An opportunity for branches and
campaigners in small towns and rural areas
(and those thinking of setting one up) to
share ideas, experiences, successes (and
failures) and see if we can develop a stronger
support network amongst rural campaigners.
Speaker: Deborah Mason

NEW INTERNATIONAL
RIGHTS TO PROTECT
WOMEN AGAINST
VIOLENCE
The whole of Europe recently agreed to a
new Human Rights Treaty (2012) to ensure
that the fight against violence against women
moved to a new level. It is called the Istanbul
Convention.

EQUAL VOTES NOW!
When any one party is able to get 44% of
the vote, take 56% of the seats and 100% of
the power, will we ever get equality without
reforming the voting system?
During the Coronavirus crisis, it has often
been mentioned that countries with women
leaders have been world leading, however it
is often not mentioned that those countries
almost all have at least an element of
proportional representation in their voting
system.
Join a conversation about what steps we
can take in getting PR firmly on the political
agenda and raise the public’s consciousness
of what could be the biggest change we can
bring about in UK politics
Speaker: Pamela Ritchie

The UK helped to write it, but is refusing to
bring it into our national law in the UK.
Come and find out what it is, what rights it
gives to women and how to fight to ensure
that the UK does put it into law. And then
complies with it!
Speaker: Sue England

Back to contents
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17:00–18:00

20:00–21:00

GENERATION CLIMATE
CHANGE: THE SEA IS
RISING, BUT SO ARE WE

OPEN MIC

Environmental issues have mobilised young
people across the world, but can we make a
green new deal work for women, and what
would a happy marriage between climate
justice and gender justice look like? Hear from
the young women leading the revolution.

This is an open mic like you’ve never seen
it before: a ‘couch to 5k for confidence’.
Members are given two-minute slots to find
their voice and tell you about an issue that all
feminists should care about. Be prepared to
laugh, cry and rage with fellow members.

Chair: Sellisha Lockyer
Speakers: Dominique Palmer, Fatima Ibrahim

18:00–20:00
COCKTAIL CLASS AND
BARS
Shake up your evening with TheBartender
and learn how to make feminist cocktails!
Whether your poison is ‘Intersectionality on
the beach’ or a ‘Ruth Bader GINsburg’, enjoy
a selection of gin themed cocktails, with an
ingredient list provided in advance, before
heading to one of our virtual bars where you
can meet up with friends and get to know
members from across the UK.
Workshop Lead: TheBartender

Back to contents
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08:00–09:00 10:30–11:30

12:00–13:00

TREASURER AND
APPEALS BODY REPORTS

FIGHT LIKE A GIRL

COVID EPIPHANIES

Young women are most likely to have been
furloughed, while parents, carers and disabled
people are more likely to be made redundant
and some older women are being told they
may never work again. Meet the experts; get
practical advice on how to fight employment
discrimination during COVID and beyond.

Join our Treasurer and Chief Operating
Officer for an update on the organisation’s
audited annual accounts, and a run down
on the finance and operations behind the
Women’s Equality Party. Liz Daughters
reports to Conference on the activities of the
Appeals Body.
Speakers: Bea Gare, Lorraine Roberts, Chris
Paouros, Liz Daughters

09:00–10:00
DEPUTY LEADERS’
REPORT
In June this year, Mandu Reid appointed three
Deputy Leaders to help the party increase
its stamina, resilience and ingenuity and to
improve the diversity of perspectives in our
decision-making. Get the inside scoop on this
three month pilot, find out what the Deputy
Leaders have been up to and put your
questions to them.
Chair: Daniella Jenkins
Speakers: Dr. Hannah Barham-Brown, Tabitha
Morton, Christine Dean

Chair: Harini Iyengar
Speakers: Karen Jackson, Sian Elliott, Emily Clark
Our world has changed immensely in the
last year but amid the upheaval and distress,
there are reasons to believe we can emerge
from the crisis in a better place. Join us for
this mini festival of ideas where four speakers
will share their COVID epiphanies.

13:30–14:00
A CLEAN BREAK

Chair: Kathryn Adkins
Speakers: Triple Cripples: Kym Oliver
and Jumoke Abdullahi, Leslie Kern, Barb
Jacobson

12:00–13:00
CHAI BREAKER
Learn to make chai with
Parvinder Marwaha and Asma
Khan, where they’ll also discuss
what cooking and food means
to them. Watch along, or bring
your own ingredients — this is
bound to be your new favourite way to spend
your lunch break.

Clean Break was founded by two women in
prison who believed in the power of theatre
to transform lives. This unique performance
workshop will reveal the damages caused by
the failures of the criminal justice system, raise
difficult questions and inspire debate, as well as
giving the audience a chance to interact with
the performers.
Performance: Clean Break

Workshop Lead: Parvinder Marwaha, Asma Khan
Back to contents

WOMEN’S EQUALITY PARTY BUILD BACK EQUAL 2020 CONFERENCE

14:00–15:00

16:00–17:00

18:30–19:30

PRISON ABOLITION IS A
FEMINIST STRUGGLE

DYING TO GIVE BIRTH:
RACISM IN MATERNAL
HEALTHCARE

LIFE AND SOUL OF THE
PARTY

A detailed look at women’s incarceration,
from the root causes of offending to
indefinite sentencing of migrant women and
the impact on children of locking up mothers.
This panel will look at whether women’s
prisons should be abolished and what, if
anything, should be created in their place.
Chair: Chris Paouros
Speakers: Kemi Ryan, Naima Sakande, Dr
Kate Paradine

15:00–16:00
CAFF WITH MANDU
Women’s Equality Party
Conference is all about
community. Drop in on our
cafe with a cup of tea or
coffee to meet WE Leader,
Mandu Reid, get to know her
and put your questions to her.

Black women in the UK and beyond
experience unacceptably poor maternal
health outcomes, including high rates
of death in pregnancy and childbirth. In
partnership with the BAME Caucus, this panel
will look at why this is happening, how racism
in healthcare has been ignored and what we
must do to end this crisis NOW.
Chair: Christine Dean
Speakers: Carol Cooper, Jenny Douglas, June
Eric-Udorie, Endy McKay

17:30–18:30
PEACEMAKERS: WAVE
GOODBYE TO DINOSAURS
This exclusive screening of ‘Peacemakers:
Wave Goodbye to Dinosaurs’ documents
the extraordinary journey of the women
who created the Northern Ireland Women’s
Coalition — a cross-community political
party that fought for women’s voices to be
represented in the peace process. Watch the
film and then join us for a discussion with the
women who made history.

Join us for a
fascinating
and heartfelt
discussion
about the
trials and
tribulations of women’s parties and what we
can learn from our resisters. WE president,
Catherine Mayer, will interview founders of the
Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition, Monica
McWilliams and Avila Kilmurray.
Speakers: Monica McWilliams, Avila Kilmurray,
Catherine Mayer

19:45–20:15
BUILD BACK EQUAL
End your day on a high:
spoken word artist and poet
Esi Yankey will join forces
with Yasmin Ali to perform
an exclusive piece, written
for the Women’s Equality
Party, to inspire us on our journey to Build
Back Equal. Prepare to be blown away.
Speakers: Esi Yankey (Miss Yankey), Yasmin
Ali (Y.A)
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17:00–18:00
HEADLINER:
LAURA BATES
Join our headliner, Laura Bates, founder of The
Everyday Sexism project, to discuss whether
men really do hate women.

Back to contents

WOMEN’S EQUALITY PARTY BUILD BACK EQUAL 2020 CONFERENCE

07:30–08:30
SHERO POSE
Start your day as you mean to go on with a
morning yoga session. The first moments of
each day are precious: it’s a time where we
can influence how we are going to think, act
and respond for the rest of the day, so why
not do something positive and inspiring?
Workshop Lead: Vanessa Hartley at OneYoga

10:00–11:30
LEADER’S SPEECH TO
CONFERENCE
The highlight of
conference. Party
Leader Mandu Reid
will give her first
leader’s speech with
an introduction from
Councillor Kay Wesley.
Arrive early to get your ‘seat’!
Speakers: Mandu Reid, Kay Wesley

12:00–13:00
THE MOTHER OF ALL CRISES
With no legal right to be
furloughed and nurseries
closed (down), COVID
showed just how fragile
progress can be. Mothers
were forced to do the

impossible with little or no support, and as a
reward many are now facing redundancy. This
panel will ask how the hell we found ourselves
back in the 1970s, and whether we ever really
left it.
Chair: Celine Thomas
Speakers: Joeli Brearly, Neil Leitch, Hannah
Peaker, Catie Wilkins

13:30–15:30
GET DOWN TO (PARTY)
BUSINESS
This is the first of three live sessions where
members’ motions will be debated and voted
on. Come along to see politics in action, add
your voice to a debate and have your say on
the things we should be campaigning for.
Whether or not you have been to a political
party conference before — this is where the
magic happens.

Björklund Dahlgren, Sonya Shah and an
anonymous survivor

18:00–19:00
ACTIVISM IN AN AGE OF
ISOLATION
Lockdown denied us the relationships and
structures that our activism has traditionally
relied on. But in the face of increasing threats
to equality, activists around the world found
the resolve to keep going. Through their
ingenuity and determination new modes of
protest began to blossom. Hear first-hand
from some of the activists shaping this era of
disobedience.
Chair: Tabitha Morton
Speakers: June Barrett, Sarah Corbett,
Rosemary Frazer

16:00–17:00
INJUSTICE DISRUPTED
The justice system is failing
women, especially victims
of sexual violence. Rather
than fighting for piecemeal
change, what if we were to
redesign it altogether? This
session will look at radical ideas from across
the world for how to shake things up.
Chair: Jenn Selby
Speakers: Hildur Fjóla Antonsdóttir, Olivia
Back to contents
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21:00–22:30
COMEDY NIGHT
FUNDRAISER
Nights in have become the new night out,
and WE are delighted to fill your Saturday
night with laughter! Forget joining the
world’s longest queue for a toilet, and give
‘that heckler’ a wide berth. We will be joined
by the incredible Sandi Toksvig, Shappi
Khorsandi, Rachel Parris, Sindhu Vee and
Rosie Jones. Invite 5 of your friends, family,
dogs and cats for an evening of SHElarity!*
MC: Sandi Toksvig
Comedians: Rachel Parris, Rosie Jones,
Sindhu Vee, Shappi Khorsandi
*Not wearing a bra while laughing may
cause injury

Back to contents
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Party Business
13:30–15:30
Motion No.16

Motion No.24

SC Constitutional amendments
required by decisions made at
the 2018 Conference.

Making Equality-Led Climate
Action a Core Goal.

Motion No.17
Appointments to the SC and the
Appeals Body.

Motion No.18
Steering Committee Business.
Hub Co-ordinator and PC Terms

Mainstreaming Climate Change
across all WE Objectives

Motion No.20
Caucuses in the Women’s Equality
Party.
Clarifying the election process
for SC representatives and
the criteria for becoming a
recognised Caucus

Motion No.25
The Women’s Equality Party
should Adopt an Anti-Racism
Policy.

Back to contents
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Party Business
09:30–11:30
Motion No.1

Motion No.23

A Policy for Women In the
Criminal Justice System.

Deputies to the Leader of WE.

Include disabled women and
other protected characteristics

Motion No.3

Motion No.9
Statutory Funding for Women
Escaping VAWG.

Motion No.11
An Affirmative Consent Law.

Motion No.14
Regulation of and Liability for the
Porn Industry relating to Illegal
Images.

Removing GCSEs from the English
and Welsh Education System.

Motion No.4
An Online Education Policy for
Disabled Children and Young
People.
An online education policy for
disabled people across the UK

Motion No.15
Ending Sexism in Schools:
Curriculum, Culture and
Environment.
Expand Motion to be
Intersectional
Back to contents
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08:00–09:00 09:30–11:30

13:00–14:00

REFLECTIONS FROM THE
MEMBERS’ ASSEMBLY

GET DOWN TO (PARTY)
BUSINESS

HUSTINGS

In September WE held a members’ assembly
on what changes, if any, need to be made
to our policies in the context of the special
debate on the 2018 conference motion on the
Gender Recognition Act was on Wednesday
30 September. Come to this session to hear
from assembly members what it was like to
be part of the deliberations, how members
reached their recommendations and what
those recommendations are. The Policy
Committee will share their experiences and
discuss next steps.

This is one of three live sessions where
members’ motions will be debated and voted
on. Come along to see politics in action, add
your voice to a debate and have your say on
the things we should be campaigning for.
Whether or not you have been to a political
party conference before — this is where the
magic happens.

Chair: Erin Mansell
Speakers: Tabitha Morton and Ruth Wilkinson
with volunteers from the assembly

CAMPAIGNS’ COVEN

12:00–13:00

09:00–09:30
MUSIC AS AN AGENT OF
CHANGE
‘A pamphlet, no matter how good, is never
read but once, but a song is learned by heart
and repeated over and over’ (Joe Hill). This
singing class will take members on a journey
through protest songs, teaching them the
lyrics and sounds they need to nurture and
sustain a rebellion.
Workshop Lead: Holly Cullen-Davies

Meet the Women’s Equality Party members
standing for election to the Steering
Committee and Policy Committee. This
national hustings will give delegates the
opportunity to hear from the candidates and
put your questions to them.
Chair: Emma Ko

14:30–15:30
THE AGE WE LIVE IN
The pandemic has laid bare systemic
ageism. Designated high-risk, anyone over
50 and especially those who are 70+ were
simultaneously told to shield, treated as
burdens on the NHS and left to die as the
virus ripped through care homes. This panel
will take an honest look at how COVID
has impacted these age groups, and how
different things might have been and could
be in a culture that recognises and values the
lives and contributions of all citizens.
Chair: Catherine Mayer
Speakers: Emma Twyning, Karolina Gerlich

Budding activists will have three minutes
to pitch their campaign ideas to a panel
of feminists with a track record of making
change happen. Successful activists will get
funding and support from the party to help
deliver their campaigns.
Chair: Cath Smith
Panel: Katherine Sladden, Ginny Butcher,
Jenn Selby, Harriet Williams
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Party Business
15:30–18:00
Motion No.19

Motion No.13

Motion No.10

Use fairer voting systems for
internal Women’s Equality Party
elections.

Improved Care after Pregnancy
Loss.

Reimagining the UK Economic
and Political System.

Preserving Abortion Rights

Removing 5% random selection
of councillors

Motion No.2
Combating Ageism Requires
Action Now.
Change ‘beauty’ to ‘cosmetic’

Motion No.5
Valuing the work of BAME Women
in Health and Social Care.

Motion No.8
Support for women
disproportionately affected by
long-term effects of Covid-19 and
other pandemics.
No two-tier system

Motion No.EM1
Emergency motion – Social Care.

Motion No.6
Update the Equality Act to
include Socio-Economic status as
a protected characteristic.

Motion No.7
Addressing Income Inequality
through Pay Transparency.
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15:30–18:30
GET DOWN TO (PARTY)
BUSINESS
This is the last of three live sessions where
members’ motions will be debated and voted
on. Come along to see politics in action, add
your voice to a debate and have your say on
the things we should be campaigning for.
Whether or not you have been to a political
party conference before — this is where the
magic happens.

18:30
CONFERENCE CLOSING
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