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Message from the President
Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh!
2017 was a milestone year for WSO and the Canadian Sikh community with
our involvement in Canada 150 celebrations from coast to coast, a
conscious effort to recognize the Indigenous communities, breakthroughs
on wearing of the kakaars and a renewed focus on community initiatives.
With our strong team of volunteers and directors from across Canada, we
made sure Sikh voices were heard whenever it mattered most. WSO had a
major breakthrough with respect to the wearing of the kirpan on
airplanes. What had been one of the final and most significant obstacles in
the accommodation of the kirpan was resolved through WSO's efforts this
year as Sikhs can now wear small kirpans with blades of up to 6cm on all
Canadian flights, except those to the US.
We also helped many Sikhs facing challenges at work and school this year
by advocating for their rights and ensuring they received equitable
treatment. Community initiatives such as One Billion Rising, Karmagrow,
‘Turban Eh!’ and many other initiatives reached thousands. Our educational
programs such as the Sikh Youth Leadership Institute had another
successful year of students graduate through the program. The Sikh Family
Helpline, Canada’s first Punjabi language helpline was officially
launched this year and has already made an impact in the lives of the most
vulnerable in our community.
A testament to WSO's strong legal team and the respect it is afforded can
be gauged by the fact that our former general counsel, Palbinder Kaur
Shergill was appointed a judge to the Supreme Court of BC - the first
turbaned Sikh judge to ever hold the office in Canadian history.
Our work continues with even more vigour as WSO continues to challenge
the Quebec National Assembly's ban on the kirpan in court and ensuring
that turbans are accommodated at worksites. We are regularly contacted
by Sikhs in Canada facing discrimination on the job and we are proud to be
a strong voice for them. WSO is the only truly national Sikh body in Canada
and we have a track record that is our pride and speaks volumes to the
dedication of WSO's founders, executive and volunteers.
With a new Board full of talented and motivated individuals, all with the aim
of serving, I am confident that the team will continue to impress. WSO has
a proud track record of service not just to Sikhs but to the cause of human
rights for all Canadians - let's continue this. We appreciate your support and
look forward to doing more seva in 2018.

Mukhbir Singh
President

Year in Review
As we close 2017, we celebrate another amazing year of
advocacy and success on behalf of the Sikh community in
Canada. We need your support to do even more in 2018.
Legal & Advocacy Work
In 2017 the WSO was the leading advocate on behalf of
Canadian Sikh community. Below are just a few examples
of WSO's legal advocacy this past year:







Transport Canada allowed the wearing of blades
of up to 6cm on all Canadian Flights (except to
the US). WSO worked with Transport Canada and
CATSA to ensure small kirpans can be worn by Sikh
passengers through security
WSO appeared twice at the Supreme Court of
Canada on behalf of Canadian Sikhs
first in the Highwood appeal and then in the TWU
appeal. These appeals focused on the Charter right
to Freedom of Religion and WSO provided the Sikh
community’s perspective to the Court.
Accommodation of the kirpan at Regina's Evraz
Place.
Testimony before Parliamentary Committees
WSO made submissions to the Canadian Heritage
Committee on Motion M150 condemning
Islamophobia, before the Senate Committee on Bill
C305 (mischief to religious properties). WSO also
made submissions to the Alberta Government on
exemption of turbans from mandatory ATV helmet
requirements. An exemption was subsequently
granted by the Alberta Government for turbans.

Community Outreach
As active and engaged Canadians, WSO members
demonstrated a commitment to making a positive impact in
communities across Canada through the following initiatives:




Care Packages to Shelters
WSO marked Valentine’s Day, and the One Billion
Rising day of action, by serving women shelters
across Canada, including Ottawa, Vancouver,
Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto and Montreal.
Sikh Youth Leadership Institute
The WSO hosted the third annual Sikh Youth
Leadership Institute in August 2017. This initiative
selected twenty Sikh youths between the ages of 1825 from Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and British
Columbia.








Turban, Eh!
WSO sponsored Turban Eh events on Canada Day in
Ottawa, Edmonton, Calgary and Abbotsford. Over 10,000
turbans were tied as this initiative provides an opportunity
for Sikh volunteers to engage interested participants to
have turbans tied on them, while they learn about the
Sikh faith and significance of the turban.
Sikh Family Helpline
WSO launched the Sikh Family Helpline across
Canada offering culturally appropriate social services to
Sikhs in Canada.
Release of 2016 Peel Sikh Student Bullying Report
27% of Sikh students in Peel reported bullying in 2016 vs.
41% in 2011. 32% bullying was reported in Surrey, BC.
WSO joins BC Walk for Reconciliation: WSO and
members of the BC Lower Mainland Sikh community took
part in the second Walk for Reconciliation in Vancouver,
hosted by Reconciliation Canada and the City of
Vancouver. Janmeet Singh Khalra was recognized for his
father, Jaswant Singh Khalra's contribution to human
rights advocacy.

Media Engagement








Major Media Outlets
Major media outlets recognize WSO as a credible and
professional voice on issues that affect the Sikh
community. To this end, in 2017 WSO was consulted on
a number of issues.
WSO published an Op Ed in the Montreal Gazette titled
“A Quebec Sikh's friendly advice for Martine Ouellet” in
response to the Bloc Quebecois leader comments about
the turban not being suitable for public office titled
WSO also published an Op Ed in the Montreal Gazette
titled “Airline Security & the Kirpan in Quebec” in
response to the Quebec National Assembly passing a
motion calling on the Canadian Government to review its
decision allowing 6cm blades on flights, especially
targeting the kirpan,
WSO also authored over 20 press releases that were
picked up and circulated in various media outlets.

If you believe WSO's work is important and making an
impact, ensure our ability to advocate effectively for Sikhs in
2018 by donating! We thank you for all the support.
On behalf of WSO, we wish you all a prosperous and
successful 2018!
Warm Regards,
The WSO of Canada Team
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