
October 2020 Voices Forum Meeting Notes 
 

Voices Forum Agenda October 13th 6-8 pm 
 
6:15pm    Welcome, meeting officially starts 

      Announcements + Updates 
      Lowlands Event Center Presentation  
      Circle Groups breakouts  

■ Land Use  
■ WS 100 (voter participation) 

      Report back 
8:00pm    Close/ Closing reflection  
 
Notes: 
Attending: Debbie + Brian M., Donna Maeda, Pete Deanovic, Martin Hernandez, Leah 
Mathiason, Karen Reid, Kathleen Ganley, Sue Letourneu, Signe Hushagen, Levi 
Stugelmeyer, Mac Dolo-Tolstoy, Becky Dale, Dan Conlan, Elizabeth Dickinson, Laurie 
Sovell, Derek Johnson, Bahieh Hartshorn, Bob Craft, Ariel Mendoza, Charlotte Colantti, 
Monica Bravo, Leah Shepard,  
Introduction and Agenda Overview:  

● Only two breakout groups today, WS 100 or Land Use, to make most of our time 
for these important topics. 

● Annual Meeting coming up on November 19: “We’ve got each other” theme - we 
will be sending a mailer to everyone on the WS! 

 
Announcements:  

● Scorecard Team: 200 Plato Blvd. discussion with developers (Reuter-Walton) 
who want to do deeply affordable 2-bed housing. They are eager to work with 
WSCO and community members, they will be presenting to Voices in November.  

● Men of Color Group: Had an amazing last meeting, the group is growing. Please 
invite anyone you know (men of color) who want to discuss and dismantle toxic 
masculinity and patriarchy - email Michael McDowell 

● WS 100/GOTV Circle: Striving for 100% voter participation, we will be talking 
about different engagement and outreach strategies every week leading up to the 
election.  

mailto:michaelm@wsco.org


● HEJ Circle - Hour Car: electric vehicle car-share and electric charging stations. To 
address equity issues around transit and pollution and reduce emissions. More 
electric vehicles on the road reduces cumulative climate impact, and hopefully 
expands car access. 
Complicated siting for charging stations but a couple places on the WS are 
potential sites: one at Stryker Avenue  near King Street W., and one near Parque 
Castillo. 

● Renter Rights - Housing Justice Circle - we have moved to an in-person format 
to be inclusive of folks who don’t have zoom and computer technology. Stay 
tuned for rent control campaign work in the upcoming months! 
 

Lowlands Presentation  Presented by Levi Stugelmeyer, Angie Trygg, and Marlo:  
● 160 Wabasha Street. Venue will be called the Lowlands.  
● Plan is to renovate the warehouse to make it a venue space for weddings, events, 

etc. Provide full-time and part-time employment, increase taxable real-estate 
value. See Land Use Summary at bottom of these notes 

● Will hire private security, noise will be done by midnight and strike by 1am.  
● Seeking support from WSCO: 1) environmental cleanup via Met Council funding 

and 2) seeking a liquor license and would like a letter of support.  
● Have secured a contract for parking. 
● “Community Engagement” plan via competitive discounts for nonprofits 
● Land Use recommendation is to write a letter of support for the project because 

it brings life to an underused building, and it fits with West Side Flats Master 
Plan.  

● Vote:  Elizabeth = 4, Signe = 4, Sue = 4, Kathleen = 4, Ariel = 3, Laurie = 4, Martin = 
3, Bob = 4, Derek = 4, Dan = 5, Donna = 3, Karen = 5, Ellie = 4, Charlotte = 2 

Vitality Zones Safety Features: 
● Bump outs on Baker and Rober and Isabel and Robert. Improved safety feature 

for crossing the street (temporary, please submit feedback!). Came out of 
community input from Vitality Zones.  

Break-Out Groups Report-back 
● WS 100: Talked about different ways to engage folks, lots of opportunities! 

Digital hype parties, banner drops, walking people to the polls. 

https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/public-works/transportation/twin-cities-electric-vehicle-mobility-network
https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Planning%20%26%20Economic%20Development/WSFMP_FINAL_121715_Web.pdf
https://www.stpaul.gov/sites/default/files/Media%20Root/Planning%20%26%20Economic%20Development/WSFMP_FINAL_121715_Web.pdf


● Community Solar is becoming a focus of HEJ(Health & Environmental Justice) : 
get in touch with Ellie Leonardsmith and/or Elizabeth Dickinson. for details! 

● Land Use Circle: talked about a couple requests that have come through WSCO. 
Talked to Pete Deanovic who owns property at 102 Water Street development - 
Artist Community - original intention was storage use. Now see potential. History 
was a varnish plant. Needs cleanup. Improving lobby - and studios. - Currently 
has 100 Artists. Would consider community solar - 30000 sq. ft. 6 stories 

 
 
Owner has also purchased land and sheds to the east of 102 Water Street--looking to 
have complementary uses in the area. Connect and activate Riverfront - not currently 
pedestrian friendly - and want to use it as a catalyst for the community. 
 
Karen Reid - Stryker Senior Housing received approvals for soil and water. Moving 
forward now. Also 800 Robert Street house out for bids. 
 
Alter Logistics has requested a Conditional Use Permit for a new structure at  801 
Barge Channel Road -  need to look into it more - there will be a notice of public hearing 
by Planning Division of the Saint Paul Department of Planning and Economic 
Development (PED) 
75 Plato also has a Conditional Use Permit related to parking lot 

mailto:elliel@wsco.org
https://www.facebook.com/elizabeth.a.dickinson.1
https://www.alterlogistics.com/services/


 
Land Use Recommendations for Lowlands group (fist to five voting after they present for 
a letter of support) 
Here are our recommendations for the October Voices meeting. If Voices agrees, this 
could be the "bones" of a support letter: 
 
-Support The Lowlands project to move forward with construction 
 
Rationale:The project repurposes an underutilized space on the Flats, potentially 
bringing life to the corridor. This is consistent with the West Side Flats Master Plan.  It 
also will increase the tax value of the land for the neighborhood and City. 
 
Specific items that Land Use supports: 
-Support owner in requests for funding to assess and address environmental issues on 
site. 
-Support owner in requests for funding for stormwater management 
-Supportive that owners do not have to have a parking plan solidified for construction AS 
LONG AS parking plan is finalized before space is used for events. It is our 
understanding that the owner is in discussions with three properties currently on the 
West Side about parking. Also, there is plenty of parking available in nearby areas--no 
need to construct significantly more parking when complimentary use of parking in area 
can be figured out for events. 
 
Benefits for the West Side: 
-We appreciate that the project is committed to having West Side caterers on their list of 
approved caterers. 
-Developer and manager have expressed intent to recruit employees from the local West 
Side neighborhood. 
-Developer and manager have committed to lower nonprofit rates for local community 
groups to use the space--potentially ocasional free use for community uses. 
 

 
 


