
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 16, 2020 
 
The Honorable Phil Mendelson    The Honorable David Grosso 
Chairman      Chairman, Education Committee 
Council of the District of Columbia    Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Ave NW    1350 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 2004     Washington, DC 2004 
 
 
 
Dear Chairman Mendelson & Chairman Grosso - 
 
I am writing to formally request that the DC Council hold an oversight hearing to determine why the District of 
Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) failed to address and report safety issues within Head Start programs to 
appropriate state and federal agencies, how DCPS arrived at the decision to not seek renewal of federal Head 
Start funding, and the impact of the loss of federal Head Start funds on early education programs and overall 
local school budgets. 
 
As you know, the federal Head Start program provides substantial resources for our city’s low-income 
students. As importantly, the federal Head Start program guidelines serve as the Gold Standard for high-quality 
early education programs. Programs that meet the federal standards are demonstrated to improve post-
preschool outcomes, including high school completion and health outcomes. 
 
While DCPS has indicated that allocations to local schools will not shift as a result of this decision, local school 
budgets have largely failed to keep up with rising costs and inflation in recent years resulting in cuts at the 
school level. Last year’s budget (Fiscal Year 2020) saw 20 DC public schools, including 17 in Ward 7 or Ward 8, 
face steep budget cuts. The WTU was extremely concerned with initial budget allocations for the upcoming 
school year (Fiscal Year 2021) – while not fully released and subject to change due to the public health 
emergency – which were insufficient to maintain current programming across all schools. 
 
At this critical time, we should not be leaving federal dollars on the table nor should we be lowering standards, 
eliminating reporting requirements, or reducing transparency. The Washington Teachers’ Union looks forwards 
to your response. 
 
Should you have any questions or wish to discuss, please contact me at (202) 957-3119. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Davis, President 
Washington Teachers’ Union 
 
CC:   Muriel Bowser, Mayor 
 Paul Kihn, Deputy Mayor for Education 
 Dr. Lewis Ferebee, Chancellor, DC Public Schools 
 Members of the DC Council 


