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 Elizabeth Ann  
“Liz” Davis

Obituary
Elizabeth Ann Davis, affectionately known as “Liz,” of Washington, 
D.C., was called to her heavenly home on April 4, 2021. 

Liz was born on Feb. 2, 1951, in Wilson, N.C., to the late Sallie 
Fields-Davis and Nelson Davis, Sr. She was one of 19 children. 

The family moved to Washington, D.C., when Liz was in third grade, 
and attended D.C. Public Schools. Her activist passion began when 
she was attending Eastern High School, where she organized a 
successful walkout in 1968 of 1,500 students, demanding that 
Black (African American) Studies become a part of their high 
school curriculum. 

After graduating, Liz completed her Engineering (Industrial Arts) 
Bachelor’s Degree at the Washington Technical Institute, which 
later became the University of the District of Columbia. Liz was 
invited by Carl Hansen, then superintendent of D.C. Public Schools 
and her former engineering instructor, to begin her teaching career 
at Jefferson Junior High School. After her first year, Liz fell in love 
with the teaching profession, sparking a 44-year commitment to 
students and teachers that eventually led to the presidency of the 
Washington Teachers’ Union in 2013.

In the early 1970s, Liz began her union advocacy as a WTU 
building representative. She served in this capacity at many of the 
nine schools where she taught, believing that she was transferred 
frequently because of her ongoing activism. She became well-
known for causing “Good Trouble,” advocating for students and 
teachers and promoting the need for better working environments, 
teaching and learning resources and building conditions. 

“Education is liberating!” was Liz’s motto. In 1978, she earned a 
Master of Arts degree in Educational Leadership and Administration 
from American University. 

Liz was a member of several societies, including Delta Kappa 
Gamma International, the National Commission on Writing, and 
the DC Area Writing Project. 
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An accomplished writer, Liz focused on social justice and teacher 
leadership. One of her many published articles was “The March 
on John Philip Sousa: A Social Action Project.” This historical 
project, also featured on the Civil Rights Teaching Website, led to a 
congressional resolution. 

Liz incorporated social justice in her classrooms by engaging 
her students in solving real world problems through thematic, 
integrated learning opportunities. In her third year as a teacher at 
Sousa Middle School, Liz discovered that Sousa was a part of the 
Bolling v. Sharpe case that was a component of the Brown v. Board 
of Education decision. Her students’ social justice project led to 
U.S. Rep. Elijah Cummings inviting 24 Sousa students to attend 
the 50th anniversary celebration of Brown v. Board of Education in 
May 2004.  At the end of the ceremony, Rep. Cummings presented 
Liz and one of her students with Congressional resolutions.

Liz was elected president of the WTU in 2013, becoming a leader 
of one of the city’s most powerful labor positions. She led her 4,000 
members in innovative efforts to find solutions to various social, 
economic and education issues that affected student achievement. 
She also worked with other DC unions and organizations on 
campaigns to support school nurses, librarians, working families, 
postal workers, education advocates, community leaders, activists, 
parents and students.

While it seemed Liz was always “on the clock” when it came to 
WTU work, Liz was a fun-loving spirit who loved hosting family 
gatherings, making homemade coleslaw, cooking chicken, 
gardening, socializing, reading and enjoying a good fish fry. She 
accepted Christ as her Lord and Savoir and was a member of Brown 
Memorial AME Church in Washington, DC.

Elizabeth’s commitment to a high-quality public education for all 
students, civil and human rights and social justice supported her 
gift of serving and working in partnership with others. Her life’s 
work and public testimony touched many people, especially her 
students, their families and fellow teachers.  May the work that Liz 
has done, speak for her.

Elizabeth Ann Davis leaves eight siblings to cherish her memory: 
five sisters, Ernestine Petty, Peggy Bullock, Barbara Fields, Judy 
Davis, and Carolyn Davis; three brothers, Clarence Davis, Willie 
Davis, and Ernest Davis; one brother-in-law, John Petty; three 
sisters-in-law, Mildred Fields, Hannah Davis, Sheron Davis; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family and friends.
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Phenomenal Woman
 MAYA ANGELOU

Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I’m not cute or built to suit a fashion model’s size   

But when I start to tell them,
They think I’m telling lies.

I say,
It’s in the reach of my arms,

The span of my hips,   
The stride of my step,   

The curl of my lips.   
I’m a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,   

That’s me.

I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,   

And to a man,
The fellows stand or

Fall down on their knees.   
Then they swarm around me,

A hive of honey bees.   
I say,

It’s the fire in my eyes,   
And the flash of my teeth,   

The swing in my waist,   
And the joy in my feet.   

I’m a woman
Phenomenally.

Phenomenal woman,
That’s me.

Men themselves have wondered   
What they see in me.

They try so much
But they can’t touch

My inner mystery.
When I try to show them,   

They say they still can’t see.   
I say,

It’s in the arch of my back,   
The sun of my smile,

The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.

I’m a woman
Phenomenally.

Phenomenal woman,
That’s me.

Now you understand
Just why my head’s not bowed.   

I don’t shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.   

When you see me passing,
It ought to make you proud.

I say,
It’s in the click of my heels,   

The bend of my hair,   
the palm of my hand,   
The need for my care.   
’Cause I’m a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,

That’s me.

Maya Angelou, “Phenomenal Woman” from And Still I Rise. Copyright © 1978 by Maya Angelou.  
Used by permission of Random House, an imprint and division of Penguin Random House LLC. All 

rights reserved. Source: The Complete Collected Poems of Maya Angelou (Random House Inc., 1994)
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Liz’s Favorite 
Scriptures

JOHN 14:1
Let not your hearts be troubled — At the thoughts of my departure from 

you and leaving you in a world where you are likely to meet with many 
temptations, trials, and troubles, and to become a helpless prey to  

the rage and power of your enemies.

JOHN 14:27 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

PROVERBS 3:5 
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;  

and lean not unto thine own understanding.

PSALM 90:10 
The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength 

they be fourscore years yet is their strength labour and sorrow;  
for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

OTHER SCRIPTURE
For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, and I have kept the faith.  
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord 

the righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only,  
but unto all of them also that love his appearing.
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Thank You
 PSALM 23

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my 

soul: He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of my enemies: thou anointest my head 
with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

PALLBEARERS
Darius Davis

Soloman Davis
Thadeus Fields

Cornell Fields Jr.
Tavares Davis
Kenny Davis
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