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Recent statements and actions by Senator Joe Manchin regarding the Build Back Better Act (BBB) have 
postponed the Senate vote on this critical package of legislation.  As we look to the new year,  
West Virginians for Affordable Health Care and our allies across the state will continue to work hard to 
educate the public and the Senator about the BBB’s critically-needed improvements in healthcare 
affordability, access and equity for every community in the Mountain State.  

The BBB as passed by the U.S. House includes essential investments that would expand access to health 
coverage, reduce health insurance premiums, strengthen home and community-based services for older 
adults and people with disabilities, and drive down the cost of prescription drugs.  Build Back Better will 
provide assistance with childcare and elder care costs and provide food and rental assistance to many 
struggling working families.  These investments in families are completely paid for by asking billionaires 
and wealthy corporations to pay a fair share of taxes. 

Statement of West Virginians for Affordable Health Care Board President Sharon Carte in response 
to Senator Manchin’s recent statements regarding the Build Back Better Act:   

“The Build Back Better Act makes critically needed investments in West Virginia families who have been 
struggling for years to provide a stable life for their children. Now that struggle has been made even 
more difficult by the COVID-19 pandemic.  COVID-19 inflation – caused by worldwide production and 
transportation shortfalls, makes the need for Build Back Better even more urgent. And to be clear, 
leading economists across the country agree that Build Back Better will not worsen inflation. 



“The Build Back Better debate is about real consequences for West Virginia families. 

“Without passage by Congress of Build Back Better, a young woman with an autistic brother will not get 
the help she needs to care for him at home.   

A mom with two children won’t see her monthly Child Tax Credit payment in January. A hard-working 
grandma who is not yet eligible for Medicare will face unaffordable premiums in 2022 and risk financial 
devastation. A new mom was forced to go straight back to work with postpartum depression because 
she has no paid leave. A couple with a young child will struggle to make ends meet without help with the 
cost of childcare.  Will Senator Manchin force this sister to move her brother to an institution, take away 
another’s financial security after a lifetime of hard work,deny a new mom time to heal and bond with 
their baby, tell a couple that they both can’t work because childcare costs are greater than a parent’s 
paycheck, force families to choose between heat or food?  

We know that Senator Manchin agrees that West Virginia families deserve assistance in these hard 
times.  We know that Senator Manchin has shown support for many provisions in Build Back Better. And 
we know that the leadership in the Senate has said that a Build Back Better vote will be held in 2022. 

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care and our allies in the health justice advocacy movement – like 
West Virginia families – do not give up easily or stop fighting for what is right.  Therefore, we will 
continue to call on Senator Manchin to vote for Build Back Better as soon as possible in 2022.” 

###  

About West Virginians for Affordable Health Care:   

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care brings a consumer voice to public policy so that every  
West Virginian has quality, affordable healthcare and the opportunity to lead an informed, healthy, and 
productive life. We achieve our mission by working with partners to identify and advocate for positive 
public policy change, developing and coordinating innovative public education programs, protecting and 
preserving programs that serve our mission, and assisting individual consumers in navigating the 
healthcare system. 


