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 PROTECTING THE PEEL  
In a time of changing climate, keeping our wild ‘wild’ is vital. Almost seven times  
larger than Yellowstone or Jasper National Parks, the Yukon’s Peel Watershed is  
one of the largest intact and unsettled wild places left on Earth. It’s a sacred place  
for many local First Nations and an area considered a refuge for numerous species  
as the climate changes. Rich in natural resources, the Peel has been under threat  
of development.  

FULL AND LEGAL PROTECTION FOR THE WATERSHED IS NOW ON THE  
HORIZON. For more than a decade an intense land-use battle over the Peel  
Watershed has been underway, with competing parties each wanting to either  
protect or develop 80% of the Peel. Thanks to the dedicated work of Y2Y partners  
to elevate the environmental profile of this region during the last territorial  
election, backed by Y2Y and our supporters, the newly elected government  
committed to protecting 80% of the region. Protection was further supported  
by a Supreme Court decision in 2017.

When the Yellowstone to Yukon vision was  
launched some 25 years ago, people said it  
was too BOLD, too AMBITIOUS!

But because of people like YOU — people who care, people who  
take action and people who support this cause — the vision is  
becoming a reality. In just over two decades, the Y2Y region has:

• Seen protected areas grow by more than 50%;

• Had at least 106 over-and-underpasses constructed to keep  
wildlife populations connected and off busy roads; and

• Seen almost 200 journal, magazine, book and  
reports either referencing or studying Y2Y.

As we move into the next 25 years, the Y2Y vision is ever more relevant and critical,  
because keeping ecosystems and habitats healthy is one of the best ways to stave  
off the impacts of climate change. Together, we can balance the needs of humans  
and nature.

In honor of ALL who’ve contributed to this audacious vision—our ardent supporters, the 
more than 450 partners including First Nations, Native American Tribes and Indigenous 
peoples, and our committed board members and staff—we present you Y2Y’s 25th 
Anniversary Activities Map. Not only does it provide a window into the progress we’ve 
made together, but we hope it will inspire you to explore the incredible landscape you’ve 
helped connect and protect. May it be your guide to adventure and  
a reminder of what is possible when we work together!
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  Panning for Gold | Dawson  
City, Yukon

2

  Dog Sledding | Whitehorse,  
Yukon

3

  River Expedition | Nahanni  
National Park Reserve, N.W.T.

4

  Horse Pack | Muskwa-Kechika 
Management Area, B.C. 

5

  Paddle for the Peace | Between 
Fort St. John and Hudson’s Hope, B.C. 

6

  Wolverine lantern  
Tour | Tumbler Ridge, B.C.

7

  Hike Monkman Pass | Monkman 
Provincial Park, B.C.

8

  Hike Maligne Canyon | Jasper  
National Park, AB

9

  Glacier Exploration | Columbia 
Icefield – Jasper and Banff National 
Parks, AB

10

  Cross-Country Skiing | Lake  
Louise, AB

11

  Pulsatilla Pass Backcountry  
Backpacking | Banff National Park, AB

12

  Kootenay Hot Springs | East & 
West Kootenays, B.C.

13

  Kootenay Skiing | West  
Kootenays, B.C.

14

  Fat Biking at Syncline | Castle  
Provincial Park, AB

15

  Fish Butcher Lake | Outside  
Pincher Creek, AB 

16

  Tamarack Trail | Waterton  
Lakes National Park, AB

17

  Hike Logan’s Pass | Glacier  
National Park, MT 

18

  Arlee Espapqeyni  
Celebration | Arlee, MT

19

  Spelunking the Lewis and  
Clark Caverns | Lewis and Clark  
State Park, MT

20

  Float the Middle Fork and Main 
Salmon Rivers | Central Idaho

21

  Backcountry Ski or Split- 
Board | Beartooth Pass, MT, WY

22

  Horseback Riding  | Sawtooth  
Wilderness, ID

23

  Snowshoe or Cross-Country  
Ski | Yellowstone National Park,  
MT, ID, WY

24

  Climb the Teton, Wind River  
and Big Horn Ranges | Great  
Yellowstone Ecosystem, ID, WY

25

  Bike Teton Valley | Driggs, ID
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What will we achieve 
together in the next 25 years? 
Addressing the needs of nature is urgent. Together we’ve come  
so far. Thank you for being an advocate and supporter of this  
big, bold vision — with still more to do. The Yellowstone to  
Yukon vision is a beacon of hope and if we work together we  
can harmonize the needs of people and nature.

Be part of the next 25-year legacy.  
Donate at y2y.net/25years or sign up  
to take action at y2y.net/takeaction. 
 
All of us here at Y2Y look forward to working with you to  
connect and protect this beautiful landscape so that people  
and nature can thrive into the future.
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 Horse Pack through 
 Muskwa-Kechika
LOCATION: Muskwa-Kechika  
Management Area, B.C.
DIFFICULTY: extreme
SUITABLE FOR: adults
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: grizzly bear, black bear, wolf,  
caribou, lynx, wolverine, elk, moose,  
beaver, mountain goat

This multi-day horseback riding adventure 
will take you into a world of wild land 
and wildlife. Trips can last 14 days and 
run from mid-June until mid-September. 
Immerse yourself in the wonders of a  
magnificent intact forest landscape the 
size of Ireland, and travel as if you had 
gone back in time.
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  Butcher Lake fishing
LOCATION: outside Pincher Creek, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to moderate
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: summer and early fall
WILDLIFE: brook trout, grizzly  
bear, black bear, elk
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  Pulsatilla Pass  
 backcountry  
 backpacking
LOCATION: Banff National Park, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: extreme
SUITABLE FOR: adults
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: grizzly bear, wolf, lynx, elk, black bear
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  Bike Teton Valley 
LOCATION: Driggs, ID
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: all seasons (fat bikes best in winter)
WILDLIFE: moose, mountain lion, sandhill 
crane, beaver, grizzly bear, black bear, elk, 
fox, marmot, wolf

Why drive through the Teton Valley when 
you can bike it? Each mountain range offers 
a unique mountain biking experience with 
stunning views. Take the groomed Nordic 
ski trails or the abandoned rail line trail 
that is 104 miles (167 km) on converted 
railway track.
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  Cross-country skiing
LOCATION: Lake Louise, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: winter
WILDLIFE: wolf, lynx,  
whiskey jack, wolverine
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  Arlee Espapqeyni  
 celebration
LOCATION: Arlee, MT
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: early July annually
WILDLIFE: mule deer, white-tailed deer, coyote

Experience this traditional, cultural  
celebration on the Flathead reservation 
and learn about the history and customs 
of Indigenous peoples who have been 
stewards of this landscape for centuries. 
This six-day long pow-wow includes  
dancing, singing, and drumming, along 
with arts and crafts. It’s a cultural experience 
for the whole family.
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  Hike Maligne Canyon
LOCATION: Jasper National Park, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: grizzly bear, wolf,  
lynx, mountain goat, caribou

As you make your way along the trail  
experiencing natural springs, abundant 
forest and wildlife, you’ll find yourself 
at one of the most interesting canyons 
in the Canadian Rockies. Unlike most 
water-carved canyons, Maligne Canyon 
is narrower at the top than it is partway 
down. The trail culminates in dramatic 
views where you’ll find yourself surrounded 
by the artistry of nature.
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  Snowshoe or  
 cross-country 
 ski in Yellowstone
LOCATION: Yellowstone National Park,  
MT, ID, WY 
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: winter
WILDLIFE: bison, wolf, moose, elk
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  River expedition
LOCATION: Nahanni National  
Park Reserve, Northwest  
Territories
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate
SUITABLE FOR: age 10 and up 
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: grizzly bear, black bear, wolf, moose, 
caribou, wolverine, lynx, mink, marten
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  Fat biking at  
 Syncline cross- 
 country ski area
LOCATION: Castle Provincial Park, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate
SUITABLE FOR: ages 10 and up
SEASON: winter
WILDLIFE: moose, wolf, wolverine, elk, cougar

Burn some winter calories fat biking 
through fun trails in the West Castle. It’s  
a great way to shake off cabin fever and  
get out into the fresh air. Whether you’re  
an experienced rider or teaching your  
kids to shred, this area is a mountain  
biker’s paradise.
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  Panning for gold
LOCATION: Dawson City, Yukon  
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy
SUITABLE FOR: all ages 
SEASON: spring, summer, fall
WILDLIFE: caribou, red fox, gray wolf,  
peregrine falcon

Located in the heart of the Klondike,  
enjoy the thrill of the Gold Rush as you 
attempt to find precious gold just like the 
hope-filled prospectors from days of old.
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  Climb the Teton,  
 Wind River and  
 Big Horn Ranges
LOCATION: Greater Yellowstone  
Ecosystem, ID, WY
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: older children and adults
SEASON: summer to early fall
WILDLIFE: elk, bison, wolf, coyote, moose, 
mountain goat

You’re unlikely to find more challenging 
mountains in the Greater Yellowstone region 
than these three. If you’re a beginner, hire a 
guide to ensure a safe experience. Nothing 
will compare with the feeling of making it 
to the top of these climbs and gazing at 
the vast beauty below. Put this on your list 
of climbing adventures for you to conquer.
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  Hike Logan’s Pass
LOCATION: Glacier National Park, MT
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: mountain goat, bighorn sheep, grizzly 
bear, Columbia ground squirrel, ptarmigan

Hike a variety of different trails, ranging 
from 1.4 miles (2.2 km) to 7.6 miles (12.2 
km) in one of America’s most scenic  
national parks. You’ll notice a wide  
variety of wildflowers, whether you hike 
for just 30 minutes or the full day. Be sure  
to take a moment to document your  
experience with a few selfies along the way.
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  Paddle for the Peace
LOCATION: between Fort St. John  
and Hudson’s Hope, B.C.  
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate
SUITABLE FOR: age 8 and up
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: grizzly bear, black  
bear, caribou, short-eared  
owl, western toad, bull trout

Located at the Halfway River Bridge on 
Highway 29 between Fort St. John and 
Hudson’s Hope, B.C., the Paddle for the 
Peace is an annual event to show opposition 
to the construction of the Site C dam  
and raise awareness of the environmental 
degradation for which it’s responsible. 
Join this community of environmental 
guardians and participate in the Paddle. 
For details on this annual event visit the 
Paddle for the Peace Facebook page.
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  Hiking Monkman Pass
LOCATION: Monkman Provincial Park, B.C.  
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: adults 
SEASON: all seasons
WILDLIFE: wolverine, fisher, caribou, grizzly bear

Climb into the high alpine of the Wild Hart 
mountains, a bridge between intact wild  
alpine forests. The Monkman trail system  
takes you along a jaw-dropping series of  
thundering cascades and waterfalls, frothing 
rapids and tranquil lakes.

B.C. program manager, Tim  
Burkhart, cites this as one  
of his most memorable  
activities in the Yellowstone  
to Yukon region. 
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  Wolverine lantern tour
LOCATION: Tumbler Ridge, B.C.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: all seasons
WILDLIFE: fossils and tracks of past wildlife

Take part in a magical tour of dinosaur 
trackways with the Tumbler Ridge Museum 
Foundation in Tumbler Ridge, B.C. Head 
out into the night on a guided tour with 
a low-angled lantern light, which brings 
out the fossilized dinosaur footprints not 
visible in the light of day.

Experience the magic of mushing! Head 
out into the Yukon wild pulled by a dog 
team as you enjoy the crisp smell of winter 
air, breathtaking sights of the low lying 
mountain ranges and the echoing sounds 
of a distant eagle. This is a magical winter 
adventure that is fun for the whole family. 

This activity was suggested by long-time 
Y2Y supporter Sue M. from Bozeman, MT.
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  Dog sledding
LOCATION: near Whitehorse, Yukon  
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: age 10 and up
SEASON: winter
WILDLIFE: caribou, lynx, otter, moose

Strapping on a pair of snowshoes or a pair 
of skinny skis makes it easy to get out and 
explore the winter wonderland of Yellowstone 
National Park. With more than 34 trails to 
choose from throughout the park there is 
sure to be one perfect for you! Whether 
you choose a backcountry option or not, 
remember to take appropriate safety 
measures for your adventure.

Take a trip down the majestic Nahanni 
River in one of the world’s most beautiful, 
untouched landscapes, Nahanni National 
Park Reserve. Whether you’re a beginner 
or an experienced paddler, this expedition 
will leave you in awe of the breathtaking 
views and inspire you to be an advocate 
for wild spaces. See first hand how  
conservation efforts have helped keep  
this natural and wonderful place wild.
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  Backcountry ski  
 or split-board
LOCATION: Beartooth Pass, MT, WY
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: extreme
SUITABLE FOR: adults
SEASON: late spring, early summer
WILDLIFE: grizzly bear, gray wolf, mountain 
goat, mountain bluebird, American clipper

Many skilled backcountry skiers consider 
this adventure a rite of passage. Join others 
who make skiing the Pass their annual 
pilgrimage in late spring or early summer 
for the ultimate skiing experience. Please 
remember to take appropriate safety  
measures for your adventure.

PARTNERS: About Here · Acadia University · Advocates for the West ·  
Alberta Climate Change Secretariat · Alberta Conservation Association · Alberta  
Cows and Fish Program · Alberta Environment and Sustainable Resource Development  
· Alberta Fish and Wildlife · Alberta Sustainable Resource Development · Alberta  
Wilderness Association · Alberta Wolverine Working Group · Leanne Allison · Robert 
Alvo · American Bird Conservancy · American Bison Society · American Rivers ·  
American Wildlands · Anatum Ecological Consulting · Applied onservation GIS · Aqua 
Environmental Associates · Aquila Conservation & Environment Consulting · ARC  
Solutions · Arcteryx · Argenta Proterra · Arthur Sevestre Photography · Aspen Wildlife  
Research · Assembly of First Nations (Canada) · Association for Mountain Parks  

Take a six- to eight-day backpacking 
journey through the backcountry of the 
Yellowstone to Yukon region, in an area 
well-known for its amazing wildflowers. 
Decompress, re-center and come back  
to the world filled with energy and the 
beauty of the landscape.

This is a much-loved activity of Y2Y 
co-founder Harvey Locke and his partner 
Marie-Eve Marchand. 

Take in the beautiful scenery of an iconic 
Canadian landscape in picturesque Lake 
Louise. Hear the crunch of the fresh snow 
under your skis and see the magnificent 
wild of the Canadian Rocky Mountains. 
There are a variety of distances to choose 
from on trails designed for skiers aged 2  
to 102!

Whether you’re solo or with a group of 
friends and family, fishing is one of the 
most enjoyable experiences you can have 
in the Yellowstone to Yukon region. Catch 
your shore lunch of brook trout and take 
in the scenic views from the water. Be sure 
to check out the many local tackle shops.
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  Float the Middle Fork   
 and Main Salmon Rivers
LOCATION: central ID
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: moderate
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: bull trout, rainbow trout, bighorn 
sheep, elk, black bear, roughed grouse

Each float takes approximately six days, as 
you travel down the river through solitary 
wilderness having lots of splashy fun along 
the way. Experience life on nature’s highways.

This activity is a favorite of Y2Y U.S. program 
director Kim Trotter. 

©Harvey Locke

©Harvey Locke

©Karsten Heuer

©George Wuerthner

©Harvey Locke

©Cai Priestly

Trip planning resources
To assist in your trip planning and to 
get more specific information about 
any of the activities listed, please 
visit the following tourism sites:

YUKON  
tc.gov.yk.ca

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES  
spectacularnwt.com

NORTHERN BRITISH COLUMBIA 
travelnbc.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA’S KOOTENAYS 
hellobc.com/places-to-go/kootenays 

ALBERTA 
travelalberta.com.com

MONTANA  
visitmt.comcom

IDAHO 
visitidaho.org

WYOMING 
travelwyoming.com

All of us here at Y2Y look forward to 
working with you to connect and protect 
this beautiful landscape so that people 
and nature can thrive into the future.

Tips for recreating in wild country 
 
Part of recreating in regions with wildlife means being prepared. It’s important for all of 
us to know how to not only protect ourselves from a negative encounter with wildlife, 
but to protect animals from having to be moved or killed. Here are some helpful hints 
to safely recreate in wild country: 

• Inquire about recent bear or wildlife activity in the area

• Carry bear spray and know how to use it properly

• Recreate with others

• Always let someone know where you are going and when you’ll be back

• Make your presence known by talking, singing or making loud noises. Animals, and 
in particular bears, are more likely to avoid people when their presence is known

• Keep children close and dogs on leash

• Observe and photograph animals from the safety of your car

• Don’t approach or feed wildlife; respect their space and move away

 
Please ensure that you are always properly equipped and are making minimal impact 
on the environment.  Be sure to know your limits, and have appropriate experience for 
navigating and recreating safely in the backcountry.

©Wayne Sawchuck
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  Kootenay skiing adventures
LOCATION: West Kootenays, B.C.  
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: all ages 
SEASON: winter 
WILDLIFE: snowshoe hare,  
lynx, cougar

Big fun in small towns! Experience the 
thrill of downhill skiing along with some of 
the most striking towns in the Yellowstone 
to Yukon region. Known for its incredible 
snowpack, the Kootenays are a skiing  
haven, but intense precipitation also plays a  
critical role in freshwater storage, supporting 
many animals and plants that live in the 
region. Whether you’re taking the kids on 
a family ski trip, or pushing your experience 
to the extreme, the Kootenays are a place 
of natural adventure.

©Karsten Heuer

and Natural Resource Operations · B.C. Ministry of Forests and Range · B.C. Ministry of Transportation · B.C. Parks · Bear Aware-Kimberley/Cranbrook, Nelson, and Selkirk/Purcells Branches · Bear Conflict Solutions · BearSmart Clearwater · Beartooth Capital and Robert and Marisa Keith · Beaty  
Biodiversity Museum · Benevity · Big Sky Conservation Institute · Biosphere Institute of the Bow Valley · Bison Belong · Blackfeet Tribe Bison Program · Blackfoot Challenge · Boundary County School District · Mathieu Bourbonnais · Bow Valley Land Conservancy · Bow Valley Naturalists · BowCORD 
 · Bragg Creek Environmental Coalition · Brandeis University · British Columbia Conservation Foundation · Buffalo Bill Center of the West, formerly Buffalo Bill Historical Center · Buffalo Field Campaign · Brianna Burley · Cabinet Resources Group · Calgary Institute for the Humanities · Calgary Zoo 
· Canada West Foundation · Canadian Columbia River Inter-tribal Fisheries Commission · Canadian Mountain Network · Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, National Office · Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society BC · Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, Northern Alberta · Canadian  
Parks and Wilderness Society, Southern Alberta · Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, Yukon · Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, Northwest Territories Chapters · Canadian River Expeditions and Nahanni River Adventures · Canfor · Carleton University · Castle-Crown Wilderness Coalition  
· Center for Large Landscape Conservation · Doug Chadwick · Chetwynd Environmental Society · Chinook Institute for Community Stewardship · Citizens for the Wyoming Range · Citizens United to Save the Peace · Clark Fork Coalition · Clemson University · Tony Clevenger · Cochrane Ecological  
Institute · Coeur d’Alene Tribe · College of Applied Biology · Columbia River Greenways Alliance · COMPASS Science Outreach · Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes · Conservation North · Conservation Northwest · Conservation Science Partners · Consultative Group on Biological Diversity ·  
Craighead Institute · Creston Valley Wildlife Centre · Cristina Mittermeier Photography · Crown of the Continent Initiative · Crown Managers Partnership · Crowsnest Conservation Society · Crowsnest Environmental Action Society · Dalhousie University · David Suzuki Foundation · Defenders of  
Wildlife · Devlin Gailus Law · Diversified Environmental Consulting · Doig River First Nation · Ross Donihue · Driftwood Foundation · Ducks Unlimited · Ducks Unlimited Canada · Duke University · Dunrovin Ranch · East Kootenay Environmental Society · Eastern Oregon Legacy Lands Fund · ECO 
Resource Group · EcoAdapt · EcoFlight · Ecojustice · Ecological Strategies · Ecology Action Centre · Elk Valley Nature Club · Environment and Climate Change Canada · Environmental Law Centre Alberta · Evan Mackenzie Ecological Research · Evidence for Democracy · Fireweed Creative · First Light 
Films · Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program B.C. · Flathead Fat Tires · Flathead Lake Biological Station · Flathead Lakers · Flathead Wild Campaign · Florida Institute for Conservation Science · Doris Florig · Foothills Land Trust · Foothills Research Institute · FORREX Forest Research Extension · 
Ryan Fowler · Wendy Francis · Fraser Headwaters Alliance · Freedom to Roam Campaign · Freshwater Research Limited · Friends of Banff National Park · Friends of Jasper National Park · Friends of Kootenay National Park · Friends of the Lardeau River · Friends of Mount Revelstoke and Glacier  
National Parks · Friends of Scotchman Peaks Wilderness · Friends of the Clearwater · Friends of the Columbia Wetlands · Friends of the Grandby Environmental Society · Friends of the Rocky Mountain Front · Friends of the Whaleback · Friends of the Wild Swan · Friends of the Yukon Rivers ·  
Frogpondia Films · Frontier Forward · Future West · Gehman, Betsy and Steve · Geos Institute · Ghost Watershed Alliance Society · Damien Gillis · Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance · Global Forest Science · Global Forest Society · Global Forest Watch Canada · Granby Wilderness Society · Grand Canyon  
Wildlands Council · Grasslands Conservation Council · Great Bear Foundation · Great Burn Study Group · Great Divide Trail Association · Great Northern Environmental Stewardship Association · Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative · Greater Yellowstone Coalition · Greenpeace 
Canada · Gregory Kehm Associates · Grizzly Bear Alliance · Gwich’in Social and Cultural Institute · Halfway River First Nation · Dwayne Harty and Tammy Callens · Hawkins Creek Stewardship Committee · Headwaters Montana · Heart of the Rockies Initiative · Nikki Heim · Hells Canyon Preservation 
Council · Alice Henderson · Karsten Heuer · Henry’s Fork Foundation · Henry’s Fork Legacy Project · Highstead Foundation · Highway Wilding · Don Hoffman · Human Society (US) Wildlife Land Trust · Bruce Hunter · Idaho Conservation League · Idaho Department of Fish and Game · Idaho Master 
Naturalists · Idaho Rivers United · Idaho Transportation Department · Idaho Wildlife Federation · Incremental Forest Technologies · InRoads Consulting · Island Press · International Union for the Conservation of Nature · IUCN Mountain Committee · IUCN Transboundary Committee · IUCN WCPA 
Connectivity Conservation Specialist Group · IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law · Jackson Hole Center for Global Affairs · Jackson Hole Chamber of Commerce · Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance · Jackson Hole Land Trust · Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation · Jasper Environmental 
Association · Joe Riis Photography · Jumbo Creek Conservation Society · Kaniksu Land Trust · Karelian Bear Shepherding Institute of Canada · Keepers of the Water · Keystone Conservation, formerly Predator Conservation Alliance · Kicking Horse Country Grizzly Bear Society · Kilometre Design · 
Trevor Kinley · Robin Kite · Michael Kohlweg · Kootenai Environmental Alliance · Kootenai Tribe of Idaho · Kootenai Valley Sportsmen · Kootenay Conservation Program · Kootenay River Network · Kutenai Nature Investigations Ltd. · Land Conservancy of British Columbia · Lands Council · Landsong 
Heritage Consulting Ltd. · Lardeau River Adventures · Terrence Larsen · Jim Laybourn · Lenz Photography · Lewis and Clark Caverns State Park Campground · Liber Ero Fellowship Program · LightHawk · Lincoln County Health Department · Lincoln County, MT · Living Landscape Observer · Living 
with Wildlife Foundation · Harvey Locke · Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group · LTB Institute of Landscape Ecology · Maa Press · Mapping the Wolverine Way Project · Mark Creek Recovery Program · Ariel Martz-Oberlander · Colleen Matte · McElhanney Consulting Services Ltd. · McGill University 
· McLeod Lake Indian Band · Memorial University of Newfoundland · Municipal District of Bighorn, Alberta · Michael Ready Photography · Middlebury College · Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance · Miistakis Institute for the Rockies · Mikisew Cree First Nation · Mineral County Resource Advisory 
Committee · Montana Audubon · Montana Department of Transportation · Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks · Montana State University · Montana Wetlands Legacy Partnership · Montana Wilderness Association · Montana Wildlife Federation · Montanans for Quiet Recreation · Montanans for 
Safe Wildlife Passage · Andrea Morehouse · Pat and Baiba Morrow · David Moskowitz · Mount Willett Wilderness Forever · Mountain Caribou Science Team B.C. · Mountain and Resort Town Planner Summit Steering Committee · Mountaineers Books · Moyie Environmental Group · MSES Inc. · Muskwa- 
Kechika Advisory Board ·Nahanni Wild – Nahanni River Adventures · National Museum of Wildlife Art · National Park Service · National Parks Conservation Association · National Wildlife Federation · Natural Resources Defense Council · Nature Alberta (formerly Federation of Alberta Naturalists) 
· Nature Canada – Women for Nature · Nature Conservancy, The-Idaho and Montana Field Offices · Nature Conservancy of Canada-National, Alberta, and BC Regions · Nature Trust of British Columbia · NatureServe · Nez Perce Tribe · Nicolas Dory Photography · Ninemile Wildlife Workgroup · 
North Columbia Environment Society · North Kootenay Lake Bear Smart · Northern Arizona University · Northern Focus Creative · Northern Rockies Conservation Cooperative · Northern Wetbelt Working Group · Northwest Connections · Northwest Institute · Osprey Communications · Pacific 
Northwest Trail Association · Parks Canada (National Office, Banff, Jasper, and Kootenay National Parks) · Partners for Conservation · Patagonia Inc. · Paul Zizka Photography · Peace Habitat and Conservation Endowment Trust · Peace Valley Environment Association · Peace Valley Landowner  
Association · Pearce and Associates Ecological Research · Pembina Institute · PensInk Information Technologies Ltd. · People and Carnivores · People’s Way Partnership · Peter Mather Photography · Larry Peterson · Karine Pigeon · Pink Mountain Biodiversity Initiative · Poisson Consulting · Alex 
Popov · Portland State University · Pro Bono Students Canada · Prophet River First Nation · Purcell Wilderness Alliance · Puzzleface Ranch · Queens University · Raptor View Research Institute · RAVEN Trust · Red Deer River Naturalists · Resource Management Service · Road Watch in the Pass · 
Elaine Robbins · Zac Robinson · Rochester Institute of Technology · Rockies Institute Society · Rocky Mountain Eagle Research Foundation · Rocky Mountain Trench Resources Society · Sasha Roeder Mah · Round River Conservation Studies · Roundtable on the Crown of the Continent · Sarah 
Rovang · Royal British Columbia Museum · Royal Canadian Geographic Society · Royal Dutch Shell · Salteau First Nations · Sawtooth Science Institute · SC Wildlands · Jenna Schulhof · Science for Nature and People Partnership · Selkirk Conservation Alliance · Shell Canada Limited · Sierra Club 
Canada-BC, Prairie Chapter, and Chinook Group · Simon Fraser University · Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition · Stephen Slemon · Smith Fellows – Society for Conservation Biology · George Smith · Sonoran Institute · Southern Alberta Environmental Group · Southern Alberta Land Trust 
Society · Southern Foothills Community Stewardship Initiative · Stand for the Upper Elbow · Robin Steenweg · Steven Gnam Photography · Sustainability Fund · Swan Ecosystem Center · Swan View Coalition · Symposium for Women Entering Ecology and Evolution Today · Take a Stand for the Upper 
Highwood · Teton Regional Land Trust · Teton Science School · Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership · Tidelife Productions Ltd. · Tom Miner Basin Association · Town of Banff · Town of Canmore · Trail of the Great Bear · Training Resources for the Environmental Community · Trans-border 
Grizzly Bear Project · Treaty 8 Tribal Association · Trent University · Tristan Brand Photography ·Trout Unlimited - Montana and Idaho Chapters · Trout Unlimited Canada and Bow Headwaters Chapter · Trumpeter Swan Society · Trust for Public Land · Two Countries, One Forest · U.S. Department 
of the Interior · U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service · U.S. Forest Service-Flathead National Forest · U.S. Forest Service Kootenai National Forest · U.S. Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District · U.S. Geological Survey, Northern Rockies Office · UnBearAble Bins Inc. · Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs 
· Universite de Sherbrooke · Universite Laval · University of Alberta · University of British Columbia · University of British Columbia Okanagan · University of Calgary · University of California, Berkeley · University of Guelph · University of Idaho · University of Manitoba · University of Montana · 
University of Montreal · University of Northern British Columbia · University of Ottawa · University of Queensland · University of Texas · University of Vermont · University of Victoria · University of Waterloo · University of Windsor · University of Wisconsin-Madison · Upper Bow Basin Cumulative 
Effects Study · Upper Bow Fly Fishing Co. Ltd. · Ursus International Conservation Institute · UTSB Research · Brad Vaillancourt · Valhalla Wilderness Society · Valley Advocates for Responsible Development · Veridian Ecological Consulting · Vital Ground · Water Matters Society of Alberta ·  
Watershed Consulting · Waterton Biosphere Reserve Association · Byron Weckworth and Julie Betsch · Jill Weitz · West Athabasca Bioregional Society · West Fraser Forest Products · West Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild · West Kootenay EcoSociety · West Moberly First Nations · Western  
Environmental Law Center · Western Transportation Institute · Victoria White · Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Foundation · Whitefish Legacy Partners · Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies · Wild Foundation ·WildCanada Conservation Alliance · Wildcanada · WildEarth Guardians · Wilderness 
Committee · Wilderness Society · Wilderness Watch · Wildlands CPR · Wildlands Network · Wildlife Conservation Society, U.S. and Canada · Wildsight-Creston, Elk Valley, Golden, Invermere, and Kimberley/Cranbrook Branches, formerly East Kootenay Environmental Society · WildWise Yukon · 
Wind River Alliance · Winter Wildlands Alliance · Wolf Awareness Inc. · Women’s Voices for the Earth · World Wildlife Fund Canada · Wyoming Outdoor Council · Yaak Valley Forest Council · Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History · Yale University · Yaqan Nukiy – Lower Kootenay Band · Yukon 
Conservation Society · Yukon Department of Environment

Be part of the next 25-year legacy.  
Donate at y2y.net/25years or sign up  
to take action at y2y.net/takeaction. 
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  Glacier exploration
LOCATION: Columbia Icefield between  
Jasper and Banff national parks, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to moderate
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: all seasons
WILDLIFE: mountain goat,  
bighorn sheep, pika, hoary marmot

Walking on a glacier is one of the most 
epic strolls you’ll ever take. The Yellowstone 
to Yukon region is rich in glaciers providing 
drinking water to some 15 million people 
and countless species of wildlife. Here you 
can experience one of these glaciers for 
yourself. Walk the Columbia Icefield glacier 
on a three-hour tour or explore it on a bus 
with tires specially designed to cross ice.

12

  Kootenay hot springs
LOCATION: East and West Kootenays, B.C. 
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: all seasons
WILDLIFE: wild turkey,  
bighorn sheep, moose, elk, mountain goat, 
whitetail deer, black bear, cougar

After a long day of skiing, hiking, paddling or 
climbing, take a relaxing dip in one of the 
many natural hot springs the Kootenays  
have to offer. Breathe in the natural  
minerals long claimed to have healing 
properties. Most hot spring locations have 
cold pools or rivers to refresh your body 
between satisfying soaks.

16

  Tamarack Trail
LOCATION: Waterton Lakes  
National Park, AB
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: extreme
SUITABLE FOR: adults
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: elk, bighorn sheep, mule deer, 
black bear, grizzly bear, cougar, coyote

It’s a 20-mile (32-kilometer) backpacking 
loop best enjoyed over three to four days. 
The trip climaxes along the Continental 
Divide, with incredible panoramic views 
of the Rocky Mountains as you gaze west 
into B.C. and south into Glacier National 
Park, as well as eastern prairie vistas. It’s  
an awe-inspiring journey.

Former Y2Y executive director, Wendy  
Francis, points to this special activity as  
one of her favorites.

19

  Spelunking the Lewis  
 and Clark Caverns
LOCATION: Lewis and Clark State Park, MT 
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to extreme
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: late spring to early fall
WILDLIFE: western big-eared bat, pronghorn, 
mule deer

Take an illuminating tour of one of  
the largest known limestone caverns in  
the northwest U.S. and experience this 
geological wonder. Tours vary in length 
and difficulty so check which one is right 
for you. Access to the caves is by guided 
tour only and camping is available not  
far from the banks of the Jefferson River.

22

  Horseback riding
LOCATION: Sawtooth Wilderness, ID
DIFFICULTY LEVEL: easy to moderate
SUITABLE FOR: all ages
SEASON: summer
WILDLIFE: gray wolf, pika,  
elk, pronghorn, porcupine

You can choose your own adventure with 
various local horseback riding excursions. 
Pick between one-hour and five-day rides 
as you experience the natural wild of the 
Sawtooth Wilderness, just as people did 
hundreds of years ago. There are many 
outfitters ready to take you on a one-of- 
a-kind adventure.

  RECOVERING MOUNTAIN CARIBOU 
Northeastern B.C.’s Peace River region and the inland old growth forests 
of central and southeast B.C. are the only places in the world where 
you can still find the threatened southern mountain caribou. Once so 
numerous they were described by First Nations elders as being like “bugs 
on the land”, industrial activities have cut up habitat and caused caribou 
numbers to drop so low that this iconic creature could soon be gone 
forever. Losing caribou foreshadows what could happen to the other 
wildlife sharing their home. We work with local conservation groups, 
scientists and First Nations to recover caribou habitat and help caribou 
thrive in this heavily industrialized landscape.

THERE IS HOPE FOR CARIBOU. A new proposed First Nations-led 
Partnership Agreement was negotiated in 2019, which could result in 
an Indigenous protected area in the Peace’s Hart Ranges more than 
three-quarters the size of Yellowstone National Park. The Peace’s 
Klinse-za mountain caribou herd has also quadrupled in size thanks 
to a maternal penning project run by partners at West Moberly and 
Saulteau First Nations. Work with Indigenous partners to protect  
caribou and their habitat in the Columbia Headwaters of southern  
B.C. continues.

 PROTECTING ALBERTA HEADWATERS 
The Yellowstone to Yukon region, with its lush  
forests, monumental mountains and life-sustaining  
glaciers is a vital source of water that provides  
more than 15 million people with clean, safe  
drinking water. With 90% of Alberta’s drinking  
water coming from the Rocky Mountains, Alberta 
is engaged in a multi-year land-use planning process  
that impacts the health of its headwaters. Y2Y,  
our partners and our ardent supporters have  
been advocating for management policy changes  
in the Castle, the Bighorn and Kananaskis Country,  
to safeguard the essentials of life and help mitigate  
the severe effects of climate change.

ONE TOWER IS PROTECTED. In 2015, after 25  
years of conservation efforts, the headwaters of  
the Castle watershed were protected, conserving  
more than 250,000 acres (100,000 ha) of prime  
wildlife habitat in one of the most biologically  
rich landscapes in the country. What makes this  
so important is that the Castle links Waterton- 
Glacier International Peace Park with critical habitat  
in the Eastern Slopes of the Canadian Rockies. 

 BALANCING THE ENVIRONMENT &  
ECONOMY IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
The Columbia Headwaters region links the Canadian national mountain  
parks to important conservation areas in the U.S. Here, unique inland  
temperate rainforests in deep rugged valleys climb to big snow packs  
high on alpine peaks. This region is a known spot for wolverines, a species  
that may be particularly vulnerable to climate change. Along with other  
organizations, Y2Y is working to ensure communities in the region are  
thriving with a conservation-oriented economy, where wealth generated  
from the local resources and natural assets meet community needs  
and interests, while not negatively impacting wildlife, water, and other  
ecosystem values.

RESEARCH IS KEY. Y2Y is working with partners to better understand 
 the needs of wolverines in this area. Thanks to the work of engaged  
community members — like you — researchers received more than  
250 reports of dens, signs of wolverines and even wolverines themselves.  
Understanding what wolverines need to survive in this era of climate  
change will help inform potential habitat protections and management  
changes. Y2Y aims to expand this research to other species in the future.

 RECOVERING GRIZZLY BEARS AND CORRIDORS 
In the Canada-U.S. Cabinet-Purcell Mountain Corridor of southern B.C., 
northern Idaho and southwest Montana, grizzly bears have been at risk for 
decades. The valleys in this largely unprotected landscape have been used 
by the South Selkirk grizzly population to move between two mountain 
ranges in search of food and mates. But a growing network of farmlands, 
communities, roads and industry have made movement dangerous; some 
60% of non-hunting grizzly bear deaths are the result of bears being killed 
after they were attracted to garbage, livestock and fruit trees. For the past 
15 years, Y2Y and more than 60 other partners have used their expertise  
to address the myriad issues facing bears here.

THE RESULT? A POPULATION ON THE RISE FROM ~10 TO ~60 BEARS! 
The joint efforts of the Cabinet-Purcell Collaborative have helped create the 
conditions that support these native animals. Together, we increased core 
habitat, including three vital corridors, by securing 188,500 acres (76,283 
ha) of private land. We reduced movement barriers by closing more than 
600 miles (1,000 km) of unused forest roads to motorized vehicles in key 
habitat, and secured some 500,000 acres (202 ha) of old growth habitat. 
And thanks to effective community coexistence programs, we have seen 
an impressive reduction in wildlife-human conflict. The work continues. 

 RECONNECTING YELLOWSTONE’S GRIZZLIES 
One of the earliest pressing issues Y2Y took on was to reconnect Yellowstone’s  
genetically isolated grizzly bear population with bears to the north. Grizzly bear  
survival depends on how easily they can move from one suitable habitat patch  
to another. This requires reconnecting the three big protected areas in the U.S.  
portion of the Yellowstone to Yukon region — the Crown of the Continent, the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the wilderness of central Idaho — with  
wildlife corridors. By doing this, we will not only support grizzlies but other  
species that share their habitat.

GRIZZLIES ARE ON THE MOVE. After 25 years of habitat restoration, private  
land conservation, public land protection and programs to help people live  
with wildlife, scientific evidence shows that not only are Yellowstone grizzly  
populations moving northward, but also that northern populations are making  
their way southward. In fact, they are now only 50 miles (80 km) apart — the  
closest they have been in more than 100 years. The next 10 years will be  
critical in closing the final gap.

 LIVING WITH WILDLIFE
Alberta’s Bow Valley is one of the four most important east-west  
valleys in the entire Yellowstone to Yukon region, connecting wildlife  
roaming between Banff National Park and other protected areas.  
Since 1993, Y2Y has been working here to balance the needs of  
humans and wildlife, but in a valley constrained by steep mountains  
and dense human development, maintaining viable wildlife corridors  
and a community committed to living with wildlife is a constant  
concern.

COMMUNITIES ARE LEARNING TOGETHER. Decades of work  
by Y2Y and partners have helped influence Bow Valley communities,  
including their local and provincial decision makers, to prioritize the  
needs of wildlife. From reducing wildlife attractants with bear-safe  
garbage bins and ‘living with wildlife’ education, to community groups  
advocating for the rights of wildlife, Bow Valley districts have made  
enormous strides forward, making them a model for mountain towns  
striving to coexist with animals. Pressures on wildlife, however, remain  
high. Y2Y, its partners and a community of nature advocates continue  
to forge ahead.

 GETTING ANIMALS ACROSS BUSY ROADS 
Highways are a significant barrier to wildlife, with vehicles often killing 
or injuring those that try to cross. This results in huge costs for society 
including the loss of human life. Raising the issue of safe wildlife passage 
with decision-makers has been the main focus of Y2Y’s highways program  
in Alberta and B.C., as well as Idaho, Wyoming and Montana. Sharing  
solutions that have worked in other states and countries helps make the 
case for wildlife-crossing structures and related fencing as a solution.

THE YELLOWSTONE TO YUKON REGION HAS THE MOST WILD-
LIFE-CROSSING STRUCTURES IN THE WORLD AND MORE ARE  
TO COME. Alberta has adopted wildlife crossing structures as a solution 
 to human safety and wildlife connectivity for more than 20 years, and 
Montana has a system of crossings north of Missoula with one wildlife 
overpass and dozens of underpasses. Most recently, Idaho, as the fastest 
growing state in America, bringing more traffic and more visitors to  
public lands, is engaged in tackling the issue. Thanks to supporters like 
you, Y2Y contributed to Idaho’s commitment to the state’s first wildlife 
overpass and fencing on Highway 21 near Boise. Y2Y continues to work 
across the region to make safe passage possible.
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http://travelalberta.com
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