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“Get Big Money out of Politics and Overturn Citizens United”

Proposition 49 directs California’s congressional delegation to support a constitutional amendment to
reverse the Supreme Court’s ruling in Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission. Vote YES on 49 if
you want to reduce the influence of billionaires on our elections and correct misguided Supreme Court
rulings that have granted constitutional rights to corporations.

Our Elections Are Up for Sale

In 9 out of 10 congressional elections, the candidate who spends the most money wins. The dominance
of big money from a wealthy few is getting worse thanks to controversial rulings by five members of the
Supreme Court that have said that corporations deserve the same constitutional rights that real people
do and that billionaires can give SuperPACs unlimited amounts of money as a protected form of “free
speech.” Insurance companies, oil corporations and pharmaceutical firms have grown to dominate
California’s elections too, especially our ballot initiatives.

A Constitutional Amendment CAN Get Big Money out of Politics

We can correct the errors of the Roberts Court by passing an amendment to the U.S. Constitution
clarifying that corporations are not entitled to the constitutional rights of real people and authorizing
limits on campaign contributions and spending that promote a level playing field and ensure that all
citizens, regardless of wealth, have an opportunity to speak. Seven of our 27 amendments to the
Constitution have corrected previous overreaches by the Supreme Court and the time has come for us
to do so again.

The Constitution is For People

Corporations do not breathe. They don’t give birth, go to war, or pledge allegiance to our flag.
Corporations should stick to the reasons they were established -- to engage in valuable economic
activity. CEO’s should not use the privileges we have granted corporations to spend their shareholders’
and customers’ money on political or religious agendas they may not agree with.

It’s Time to Limit Campaign Contributions and Spending

The Supreme Court got it wrong when it ruled that unlimited spending on political campaigns is a form
of free speech. By striking down equitable limits on campaign spending, the Court has allowed the
voices of a few wealthy interests to speak louder than the rest of us.

California has a Chance to Speak Up!

Proposition 49 is part of a growing national movement that is demanding real reform now. Voters in
Montana and Colorado approved similar measures in 2012 by margins of three-to-one as have voters in
Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Richmond California. Now, we have a chance to elevate the debate to a
national level with a statewide measure in California. Prop 49 is the best way to make our voice heard!
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