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SDOT has a plan for the downtown waterfront, but 

the plan doesn’t create value, beauty or public 

benefit and it doesn’t leverage our public assets. 

The billion dollar public view currently enjoyed 

from the viaduct is discarded in favor of a 

“Tideline Promenade” that is actually a super-

sized boardwalk located between a freight route 

arterial and touristy buildings on the piers. It’s a 

noisy location with traffic cutting across the space 

and you can hardly see the water or the 

mountains.  The space will be empty most of the 

year which will create a liability. 



The SDOT plan moves the freight route arterial to the east side of the street and creates a super-sized 
boardwalk  called “Tideline Promenade”.  Note that service driveways cut through the “promenade” at every 
pier as does ferry loading and unloading at Colman Dock.  SDOT’s “promenade” is hemmed in by the touristy 
buildings on the piers and the busy, noisy freight route arterial on Alaskan Way.  



The SDOT plan offers a huge viewing ramp connecting 

the market to Alaskan Way called “Overlook Walk”. 

Although it’s compliant with A.D.A. requirements, it’s 

repulsive to people with mobility impairments who 

much prefer level spaces with elevators. This space is 

also likely to be empty much of the year. 

The SDOT plan creates a no-man’s land below the big 

ramp with a new train-bypass roadway called Elliott 

Way that is incomplete and inhumane and damages 

property values.  This space will exacerbate the bad 

behaviors that are already a problem there. 



The SDOT plan has an 
enormous body-breaking 
ramp from the market to 
Alaskan Way. 

The SDOT plan creates a no-
mans land below the ramp. 

The SDOT plan buries the 
existing condominiums on 
Alaskan Way up to the 
second floor with a truck 
ramp.



Initiative 123 fixes the flaws in the SDOT plan. 



Initiative 123 establishes a Downtown Waterfront 

Preservation and Development Authority modeled 

after Pike Place Market Preservation and 

Development Authority with the purpose of 

revitalizing the downtown waterfront with a plan 

that preserves the public view currently enjoyed 

from the viaduct, balances the needs of the many 

interests in the Alaskan Way corridor and benefits 

the citizens of Seattle. 



The signature feature of the Initiative 123 plan for the 

downtown waterfront is Alaskan Way Elevated Park  

which will be built on a brand new mile-long garden 

bridge after the tunnel is complete and the viaduct is 

removed. It will offer spectacular panoramic views 

from an inspirational, accessible, car-free park that 

extends from the market to CenturyLink Field and 

will create a legacy for Seattle’s future. An iconic 

400’ section of the Alaskan Way Viaduct will be 

integrated into the garden bridge design.  





Initiative 123’s plan for the downtown waterfront 

costs the same as the SDOT plan and is funded 

from the same sources. 

Making components the right size and putting them 

in the best locations allows us to get much more 

back from our investments without spending more. 

The supersized boardwalk of the SDOT plan 

(Tideline Promenade) becomes a right-sized 

sidewalk and the huge viewing ramp (Overlook 

Walk) is replaced with the level elevated park and 

the grand downtown access bridge from Union St.  





Remember, it’s not Alki down there 
at street level on Alaskan Way and 
neither marketing, nor renderings 
nor political donations will make it 
Alki. 



This is the context of our downtown waterfront.



These are views from the boardwalk or commercial 
sidewalk along the buildings on the piers described as a 

Tideline Promenade in the SDOT plan.



And these are views from some world class promenades.



This is one of many spectacular 
views we’ll see when we vote YES 
on 123 to put the promenade up 
where the view is.



Let’s keep the legacy going of spectacular 
views for all to enjoy...





In the 90’s Paris 
repurposed an 
old elevated 
train route and 
made it a 3 mile 
park called 
Promenade 
Plantee.  



Twenty years 
later, activists 
inspired by that 
park brought 
The High Line 
to NYC -- a 1.5 
mile elevated 
park.  They liked 
it so much they 
created a 
second one --
The High 
Bridge.



Chicago 
Philadelphia 
San Francisco  
Washington,DC 
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Mexico City
and more



• Top-shelf urban infrastructure planners and engineers, 
BuroHappold, were brought in to conduct a Feasibility Study. 

• Talmadge + Fitzpatrick were hired to do the legal work to develop 
the initiative.

• Over 30,000 signatures were collected and certified qualifying 
Initiative 123 for the August 2, 2016 ballot. 

Proponents of Initiative 123 have done their homework. 



Ballots 
arrive in 
mid-July.

Vote by 
August 2. 
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