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What is on the ballot in 2018? 
This year NC voters will choose who represents them in US Congress, the North Carolina 

Legislature, NC Supreme Court, Trial Court, District Attorney, Sheriff, School Board, and County 

Commissioners. There’s a LOT on the ballot!  
 

Why should I register to vote? 
Voting means that your voice goes directly to those who represent you in government. If you 

don’t like what you see in our government, this is your chance to change it. If you do like 

what you see, this is your way to reinforce it. Every single vote matters. 

 

Who can register to vote in North Carolina? 

North Carolina residents who are United States citizens age 18 or older may register to vote. 

North Carolina residents who are United States age 16 or 17 are eligible to pre-register. You 

cannot register if you currently serving terms of a felony conviction.  

 

I am not old enough to vote. Why pre-register? 
Pre-registering allows you to vote when you turn 18. Pre-registering at 16 or 17 engages you in 

the political process even before you can vote. 

 

What do I need to register or pre-register to vote? 
You are required to list one of three things to prove your identity. Either your NC Driver’s 

License number, NC I.D. number, or the last four digits of your Social Security Number. If you 

cannot provide one of these items, you will have to bring a proof of residence document the first 

time you vote (a bill, bank statement, or government check with your name and address on it).  

 

I may already be registered. How can I check? 
You can check your registration status on www.youcanvote.org/lookup. If you can’t check your 

status online, you can always re-register without penalty. 
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I am going to move for college. Where should I register? 
If you register to vote here, you can request to vote by mail, come home to vote, OR update 

your registration when you get to your campus. It is your choice where you want to call “home” 

during college – just pick one!   

 

Can I register in another language? 
NC voter registration forms are available in English and Spanish. 

 

What do I do if I change my name, address, or political 

affiliation? 

The NC voter registration application is what is used to update or change any information. Keep 

your registration up-to-date!  

 

Do I need to pick a party when I register to vote? 
No. If you want to register without a political party preference, you will be marked 

unaffiliated. Unaffiliated voters must choose which party ballot they want in Primary elections. 

Everyone’s ballot is the same for General Elections.   

 

Can I be registered to vote in more than one place? 
No. If you change your address you can re-register and your registration status will be for the 

most recent submission. You can always re-register again with a different address if you move. 
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Step One: Setting Up the Drive. 
 

 

Before registering students on campus, you will need to get permission from the 
administration. 

 

Who to Contact: 
1. Talk to the principal. Submit a request for a meeting and talk to them about the 

importance of getting students involved in civics and our democracy. In the 

meantime: 

2. Reach out to your student body leaders. Ask them if they want to sponsor the 

voter registration drive and help you with publicity. You will need to make 

announcements and put up posters. Student government members will also likely 

offer to volunteer and help you, so ask them. 

3. Talk to teachers, especially history and government teachers. These are the 

most likely teachers to help sponsor a voter registration drive. They know 

about the importance of civic engagement and are likely to encourage their 

students to register. 
 

Next: 
Once you get permission, you will have to work with your principal to pick a date. 

Choose a date without any other activities such as assemblies, field trips, 

or big games. Make sure you plan for two weeks out so volunteers can be recruited, 

trained and the event can be promoted!   
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Step Two: Organizing 
 

 

Things you need to do: 
1. Contact You Can Vote to assign adult volunteers 

You will want adult volunteers for credibility, expertise, and oversite of new student 

volunteers. They will pick up and deliver the forms. YCV needs two weeks’ notice to 

ensure we can support the event and have materials, captains and volunteers assigned. 

2. Organize your volunteers 

You are going to want student volunteers. These are the people who will go around and 

assist people in filling out their voter registration forms. The more volunteers you have, 

the more successful your voter registration drive will be. Try to have between 5 and 20 

student volunteers who will have to attend a 30-minute training in advance of the 

drive. 

 

3. Schedule and conduct a voter registration training with You Can Vote 

This is important! You need to make sure that all of your volunteers have been 

properly briefed on how to fill out the voter registration forms. Contact your You 

Can Vote organizer to schedule a training time before the drive.  

 

4. Plan your setting 

Where are you holding the drive? Will you be going inside classrooms? Do you need 

tables and chairs? Make sure you work with your sponsor to figure out the best 

location. Try to focus in an area where the majority of students congregate.  

 

5. Confirm all details with You Can Vote and check in with your organizer/captain two 

days before the event.  It is better to over-communicate with your principal or teacher 

adviser, your volunteers and your YCV point person!  
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Step Three: Advertising 
 

 

How to advertise: 
1. Hang up posters around school, template attached 

 
 

2. Make announcements over the PA system 

“Hey (student body, i.e. Yankees or Bears), your voice matters to our government. 

On (date of drive) we will be hosting a voter registration drive on the (location) at 

(time). Everyone 16 and older is eligible to pre-register or register to vote. Make 

sure you come prepared with your NC ID number, Driver’s License number, or last 

four digits of your Social Security Number. See you there!” 
 

3. Have your principal make a robocall to the parents 
 

“Good evening parents and students. On (date of drive), (school) will be hosting a 
voter registration drive. This is an opportunity for all students aged 

16 or older to pre-register or register to vote. We suggest everyone register now 

because this is a midterm election year on November 6th. Please have your child come 

to school on (date of drive) prepared to register with either their NC Driver’s License 

number, NC Identification Card number, or the last four digits of their Social Security 

Number. We encourage you to discuss the importance of voting with your student. If 

you have any questions, have your student speak with (teacher/ sponsor). Thank you.” 
 

4 Make announcements in class 
 

“Hey everyone, on (date of drive) we will be hosting a voter registration drive in (time 

frame). In NC, all citizens 16 and older are eligible to pre- register or register to vote. 

Make sure you come prepared with your NC ID number, Driver’s License number, or last 

four digits of your Social Security Number. The drive will be held on the (location) at 

(time). It only takes a few minutes to register so I hope to see you all there! Any 

questions? Thank you!” 
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Step Four: Getting the voter registration 
application correct and educating the 
voter:  

 
1. Check U.S. citizen box. If this is a “No” or “Unsure”, do not proceed until student can 

verify their status.  
2. Check “yes” box if you will be 18 by Nov. 6, or check “yes” if at least 16. One of these must 

be “yes” in order to move on.  
3. Write last name 
4. Write first name 
5. Write middle name 
6. Check if they are a “Junior”, etc.  
7. Write birth date (two digits for month, two digits for day, four digits for year)  
8. Write driver’s license number OR last 4 digits of social security number. If they can’t 

provide, remind to bring proof of residence (online bill, check, or ID with name and 
address on it the first time they vote).  

9. Write address, apartment #  
10. Write city, zip code 
11. Write phone number —if something is wrong with the form, the BOE will call and fix it!  
12. Write mailing address if different from home address.  
13. Check boxes for gender, race, ethnicity, political party affiliation (this is 100% optional) 

a. Not everyone fits into one of these boxes, leave it blank if you want!  
b. If don’t pick a party, you will be unaffiliated (in Primary’s you can choose your 

ballot).  
14. Sign and date at bottom – it must be the signature of the voter! This is a legal document. 
15. Double check that everything is correct before collecting from voter! 
16. EDUCATE THE VOTER:  

a. Tell voters the Board of Elections will send their polling site card to them within 4 
weeks.  

b. We recommend voting EARLY to ensure they are able to vote!! Especially if they 
don’t receive the card from the BOE!  

c. Review early voting dates, election day polling times 
d. Review what to do if you move/keeping registration up to date 
e. Review eligibility items. If you end up with a felony conviction, your rights will 

TEMPORARILY be revoked (re-register upon completion).  
f. Vote411.org you can look up who’s on your ballot and see what they stand for 

(just enter your address) 
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Step Five: Finishing the job 
 

 

 
1. Collect all forms from your volunteers. 

 

2. Double check that all the necessary boxes are filled out, the form is signed AND 
dated, etc. If there is missing information DO NOT fill it out yourself, this is a legal 
document.  
 

3. TURN ALL COMPLETE FORMS AND EXTRA MATERIALS IN TO YOUR YOU CAN VOTE CAPTAIN!  
 

4. Thank your principal or teacher/advisor and your volunteers. Share the results of the 
drive!  

 

 
 

Important Dates 2018: 
 

 

 
May 8  2018 Primary Election 

 

October 12  Last day to register to vote for the 2018 election 
 
October 18- Nov 3 Early Voting period 

 

November 6   2018 Midterm Election 
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What Do I Need to Pre-Register to Vote? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE 
 
 

Who Can Register? 
 

You must be a United States citizen, be 18 on or before November 6th, and not 
be currently serving terms of a felony or be on probation or parole for a felony.  

 

Who Can Pre-Register? 
 

You can pre-register to vote in North Carolina if you are 16 or 17,  

are a United States citizen and not serving terms of a felony. 

 

What should I bring?  
 

Your NC driver license or NC identification card number 

or the last four digits of your social security number, and your date of birth. If 
you don’t know your last four of your social, ask your parents or guardian. 

 

 

Come see any volunteer at this event! It will only take a few minutes. We will provide 
voting dates and information, and answer your questions about voting!! 

 

DON’T FORGET YOUR STATE ID, DRIVER’S LICENSE 

or LAST 4 of YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

DATE:  
TIME: 
LOCATION:  
 




