[image: ]

Tobacco 21
Ask: Please support Senate Bill 56, an ACT relating to the sale of tobacco, alternative nicotine, and vapor products and declaring an emergency.
On December 20, 2019, Congress’ changes to the Tobacco Control Act explicitly prohibit retailers from selling tobacco products to anyone under the age of 21.  However, there is still work to be done in Kentucky to remove status offenses and possession, use, and purchase penalties while strengthening the definition of ‘vapor product’ to include all current and future electronic nicotine delivery systems. 
Fact: 90% of cigarette smokers first try smoking by age 18. 1
Fact: Laws prohibiting the possession, use and purchase of tobacco products by minors- also known as PUP laws- are ineffective as deterrents to youth smoking and are often enforced inequitably.  2
Fact: PUP laws disproportionately affect youth from low-income communities and youth of color as well as LGBT youth and youth with disabilities. 3
Fact: Placing the responsibility on retailers with retail-focused policies, including compliance checks with youth decoys have proven more effective than PUP laws in reducing youth initiation and ongoing tobacco use. 4
Fact: Raising the minimum legal sale age to 21 would target the age range at which many habitual smokers consume their first cigarette and the age at which older kids are often the social source for the youngest smokers. 5
Fact: Evidence shows that nicotine dependence and smoking intensity are strongly correlated with younger ages of smoking initiation. 6
Fact: Tobacco sales to those younger than 21 years account for just 2% of total tobacco sales, yet, produce 90% of new smokers. 7
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