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OBJECTIVES

During this webinar, you will:

• Learn why YTC engages in tobacco control
• Get an update from Capitol Hill
• Get the latest on FDA regulations regarding 

tobacco control
• Learn how YTC and AHA are seeking to 

empower youth to reach the Tobacco 
Endgame



Why does YTC and the Heart Association Engage in 
Tobacco Control Policy?

• You all know…. Tobacco use can cause heart disease, stroke, 

cancers and other chronic diseases.

• Nearly 1 in 3 deaths from coronary heart disease stems from 

tobacco use.

• Death by tobacco related causes is the most preventable cause of 

death in the United States.

• We’ve made incredible progress reducing the use of traditional, 

combustible cigarettes BUT…



Why does YTC and the Heart Association Engage in 
Tobacco Control Policy? (Cont’d)

• New, enticing products like electronic cigarettes with easy-to-use flavors like 

fruit and candy have fueled a youth tobacco epidemic and erased decades of 

progress.

• New products often have extremely high levels of nicotine that can cause 

addiction before you even realize it.

• According to the U.S. Surgeon General, exposure to nicotine during adolescence 

can cause addiction and harm the developing brain.

• Marketing continues to be aimed at impressionable youth.

• Many kids falsely believe e-cigarettes and other flavored products like hookah 

are safe.

• 2018 study shows e-cigarette use has risen almost 80% for high school students 

and nearly 50% for middle school students.



YTC Grassroots Focus for 2021

Through a combination of congressional and regulatory 
efforts we aim to:

• Remove appealing and easy to use flavored tobacco 
products from the market.

• Restrict tobacco companies’ ability to market their 
products through celebrity endorsements or 
sponsorships.

• Put graphic warning label and nicotine concentration 
information on ALL tobacco products.

• Expand and strengthen tobacco cessation programs.
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Regulatory Update



Upcoming Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) Action on Tobacco

• FDA has until September 9, 2021 to issue a decision on 

whether thousands of new tobacco products can stay on 

the market

• This mostly applies to e-cigarettes, hookah products, and 

certain cigars



What is a premarket tobacco application 
(PMTA), and who needs to file one?

• In order to market a new tobacco product, manufacturers are 
required to submit this application to the FDA.
o The application includes information about the all research on the 

products’ health risks, a list of all ingredients and components, 
how the product will be labeled, and more.

• Any manufacturer of a “new” tobacco product is required to file a 
PMTA. A “new tobacco product” is
o Any tobacco product that was not on the U.S. market as of 

February 15, 2007
o Any existing tobacco product that was modified after February 15, 

2007 (e.g., change in design, component, ingredient, content or 
form of nicotine)



Potential Outcomes

• Grant a marketing order,

• Deny a marketing order, or

• Extend the review process past September 9



How will this impact AHA’s advocacy efforts?

• Potential challenges in our advocacy efforts based on FDA action

• AHA will continue to advocate for the removal of all flavored 
tobacco products from the market



Legislative Update



Quit Because of COVID-19
HR 2125/S. 2622

• Will ensure all Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) enrollees have access to all evidence-based 
tobacco cessation treatments without cost-sharing and no 
prior authorization required

• For the duration of the COVID-19 declared public health 
emergency and for two years following, there would be 
enhanced federal funding to cover the full cost of this benefit

• Federal funding would also cover the cost of state outreach 
campaigns to educate providers and enrollees about this 
benefit



Tobacco Tax Equity Act
(HR 2786/S 1314)

• This legislation would:

• Apply federal taxes to new tobacco products, including e-cigarettes

• Establish tobacco tax parity by bringing tax rates for all products to the same 
level as cigarette taxes

• Double the tobacco tax rate for cigarettes

• Its impacts would lower tobacco use (especially among price sensitive youth), 
reduce health care spending, and generate federal revenue. 



Reversing the Youth Tobacco Epidemic Act

• Legislation from last Congress, passed the House in February 2020

• Comprehensive bill that would protect youth and young adults 
from tobacco, and reduce tobacco-related health disparities

• Still a priority, waiting on FDA decisions about flavored products
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Reminder

Next Week’s Chat

Date:   Tuesday, August 31st
Time: 4 PM PT / 7 PM ET

Topic:   The Future of Heart

Hear from some of the AHA's top youth 
advocates from around the country! 
They will speak with Cheyenne Brown, 
AHA Advocacy Coordinating Committee 
member. 




