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National youth peak urges Senate cross bench to stand firm and 
oppose horror Omnibus Bill 

The national youth peak body, the Australian Youth Affairs Coalition (AYAC), today joins 
leaders in the community sector to urge cross benchers not to back down, and to 
continue to oppose the horror Omnibus Bill.  

If the bill goes ahead, AYAC is concerned about the gaps it will tear in the social security 
net at a time when young people need it most. The harsh proposals contained in the bill, 
which have repeatedly failed to pass Parliament since the widely criticised 2014 ‘zombie’ 
budget, would force young Australians to wait 5 weeks before access to vital income 
support and propose severe cuts for young people aged 24 and under by up to $45 per 
week.  

“Times are hard for young Australians,” AYAC Chairperson, Katie Acheson said. 
“Youth unemployment and underemployment are unacceptably high, and at 13.3%, 
unemployment for young people continues to be twice that of the general population.” 

The organisation said the Turnbull Government’s omnibus bill will push young people 
further away from even the most honest of aspirations – jobs and stability. 

“This amounts to a big problem for all Australians. In the years to come, we’ll rely on 
young people most to lead our communities, drive our economy and support our ageing 
population.  

“If people fail to get the support to gain and keep work in their youth, then this ‘scars’ – 
making it harder and harder to get work as time goes by” Ms Acheson said. 

Income support is crucial to ensure young people can meet basic costs of living. Rent, 
food, travel, health costs are the same for all Australians regardless of age. The waiting 
period and cuts to essential support will push young people into poverty, and make it 
impossible to meet the costs of seeking and keeping work.  

“The Omnibus bill is a clear choice to disregard the safety of young people. It’s a choice 
this Government is making to take away support for those looking for work, and it’s a 
choice to push tens of thousands of young people into poverty.” 

These cuts to unemployment support come as the Turnbull Government rolls out key 
parts of their Youth Employment Strategy, including Youth Jobs PaTH (Prepare-Trial-
Hire), Transition to Work service, Empowering YOUth Initiatives and ParentsNext 

“The budget needs repair, but it is financially irresponsible, not to mention nonsensical, 
to make cuts that could reverse any headway made from the Turnbull Government’s 
new youth employment programs”. 

Background 
The Australian Youth Affairs Coalition (AYAC) is the national peak body for the 4.3 million 
young Australians aged 12 to 25 and the hundreds of thousands of people and 
organisations whose work is to support them. 

Ms Acheson will be speaking at the ACOSS press conference, 10.00 am, Tuesday 
21 March 2017 in Senate Courtyard, Parliament House with Dr Cassandra Goldie - 
ACOSS and other social services leaders.  
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