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The Awards 

Youth Action founded the NSW Youth Work Awards in 2013 to create an annual 
celebration of the exceptional work of youth services and youth workers across NSW.  

The Awards are an opportunity for the NSW Youth Work Sector to recognise youth 
workers, services, groups and projects that provide an outstanding contribution to the 
health, safety and wellbeing of young people in NSW. They are a platform to highlight the 
value of youth work and youth workers in NSW, and share their stories to government 
and the wider community. 

Awards Overview 

Youth Action will present awards in 10 categories to honour individuals, services and 
programs whose exceptional work help create a society where all young people can 
feel supported, valued and engaged. 

The criteria of each category is based off best practice when working with young 
people, including meaningful youth participation, outcomes measurement, and 
upholding professional values and Code of Ethics. Further details of the criteria can be 
found below.   

In 2020, the NSW Youth Work Hall of Fame was inaugurated. This award celebrates 
individuals who have worked in the youth work field for over 15 years to passionately 
advance the cause of young people and youth workers in NSW over their career. The 
Hall of Fame honours the hard work and commitment that individuals have shown over 
their professional career. 

NSW Youth Work Awards  
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Award Categories

Outstanding 
Partnership

Outstanding 
Work with Regional 
Young People

Outstanding 
Youth Participation

Outstanding 
Use of Data and 
Evaluation

NSW Youth Sector 
Volunteer of the 
Year

NSW Emerging 
Youth Worker of the 
Year

Outstanding 
Work with Aboriginal 
Young People

Outstanding 
Work with Young People 
from Diverse Backgrounds 
and Experiences 

NSW Youth Service 
of the Year

NSW Youth Worker 
of the Year
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You will need to submit the following: 

‣ Nominator contact information name, contact details and organisation if 
applicable.  

‣ Nominee contact information organisation, service/program, name, contact 
details.  

‣ About the nominee this will be used publicly to speak about the program. We 
will confirm this information with the nominee to ensure it accurately represents 
their work (300 words).  

‣ Information on how the nominee meets each criteria please be specific 
and give examples. See below for some tips on how to write the application (300 
words).  

‣ Social media and website information we want to be able to promote each 
nominee and ask for some details about appropriate social media sites, website and 
photos/videos of the nominee. If you are unsure about these details, please leave 
blank and we can confirm with the nominee. However, we do require these detail to 
consider the nomination.  

‣ Independent Referee organisation, name, contact details. Please ensure that the 
individual is aware that you have put them down as a referee and is available to 
provide information of the nominee. Where an organisation or service/program has 
been nominated, the independent referee cannot be an employee or member of 
that group or organisation. 

The Application Process 
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Tips for Completing a  
Nomination

Be clear and concise with your writing 

Use the limited word count wisely. For the criteria questions, provide an example which 
is relevant to the award category. 

Capture the story of the nominee 

The judges may not have heard of the nominee so ensure you include relevant details. 
It may be helpful to have someone external read the application before you submit it 
to ensure that it is clear.  

For the NSW Youth Work Hall of Fame application, try to capture the breadth of the 
nominee’s career rather than their current work. We will confirm these details with the 
nominee.  

Demonstrate and provide examples of positive 
outcomes 

Give an example of how the nominee achieved a positive outcome for young people. 
Add in details about how it was approached, what tasks were undertaken, and how you 
know it was a positive outcome. If you have been measuring your outcomes, consider 
adding those details in. 
 
Understand and demonstrate the values and ethics of 
Youth Work 

Give an example of how the nominee has adhered to youth work values. These are all 
related to the NSW Youth Work Code of Ethics.  

http://www.youthaction.org
https://www.youthaction.org.au/2004_code_of_ethics
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The values the judges will be looking for are 

‣ Placing young people’s right to participate in decisions impacting their lives at the 
centre of their work. 

‣ Valuing young people as the experts in their own lives & that they have the capacity 
to identify their own solutions. 

‣ Maintaining a professional helping relationship. 

‣ Advocating to address systemic barriers which impact on young people.   

Selection Process  
When will nominees be notified? 

Each nominee will be notified in the week following the nomination deadline. Youth 
Action will invite them along to the 2021 NSW Youth Work Award ceremony and 
confirm details about their nomination including the ‘About’ section, social media links, 
website, and photos. We encourage nominators to let nominees know that they have 
been nominated. 

How will the award recipients be selected? 

An independent selection panel will review all nominations against the award criteria 
and create a shortlist. A winner will then be selected for each category. There may be 
some highly commended recommendations as well.  

Who will be on the selection panel?  

The selection panel will be created from Youth Action members- organisations and 
young people. Panellists will not be associated with any of the organisations, groups or 
individuals being nominated. If there is a conflict of interest for a particular category, 
the relevant judge will step down for that category. 

http://www.youthaction.org


youthaction.org,au

Award Categories and Criteria 

Outstanding Use of Data & 
Evaluation

Awarded to a service or project that:   

• embeds young people’s input into 
information design of data 
collection processes, program design and 
evaluation strategy  

•  
paints a compelling picture of their impact 
on clients through the use of outcomes-
based data. 

Outstanding Youth 
Participation

Awarded to a service or project that:   

• upholds the right of young 
people to participate meaningfully in 
decision-making & embedding young 
people’s voices in the program design and 
implementation processes   

• has demonstrated responsiveness to 
young people’s aspirations & needs within 
their community  

• has demonstrated excellence in engaging 
young people in the leadership of the 
service or project   

• has achieved outstanding outcomes for 
young people involved in the service or 
project.  

http://www.youthaction.org
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Outstanding Partnership

Awarded to services (including NGOs, 
schools, government agencies), projects or 
programs which have collaborated and:  

• have demonstrated responsiveness to  
young people’s aspirations & needs within 
their community   

• have demonstrated excellent achievement 
of outcomes for young people through 
this partnership, that would not have 
otherwise been possible otherwise. 

Outstanding Work with 
Young People from Diverse 

Backgrounds

Awarded to a service or project that:   

• works primarily with young people from 
diverse backgrounds and life experiences 
  

• can demonstrate how you have made 
your service or project inclusive and 
accessible to young people from a diverse 
range of life experience  

• have demonstrated responsiveness to 
young people’s aspirations & 
needs within their community  

• has achieved outstanding outcomes for 
the young people involved in the service 
or project. 

•
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Outstanding Work 
with Aboriginal Young 

People

Awarded to a service or project that:   

• works primarily with Aboriginal young 
people   

• has demonstrated responsiveness to 
young people’s aspirations & 
needs within their community   

• has achieved outstanding outcomes for 
the young people involved in the service 
or project   

• enhances cultural connection & self-
determination, connecting with local 
Elders to support the program. 

Outstanding Work 
with Regional Young People

Awarded to a service or project that:   

• works primarily with regional, rural and/or 
remote young people   

• has achieved outstanding outcomes for 
the young people involved in the service 
or project   

• has demonstrated responsiveness to 
young people’s aspirations & 
needs within their community 

NSW Youth Sector Volunteer 
of the Year

Awarded to an individual who:   

• has demonstrated expectational 
commitment to supporting the 
organisations work with young 
people through their volunteer role  

• significant contribution to improving 
service capacity to achieve outstanding 
outcomes for young people 

http://www.youthaction.org
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NSW Emerging Youth 
Worker of the Year

Awarded to a youth worker who: 

• has worked in the Youth Sector for 3 years 
or less (full-time equivalent work)  

• has shown extraordinary dedication and 
innovation with their work  

• has demonstrated outstanding outcomes 
with the young people with whom they 
work  

• models the values of best practice youth 
work including:  

• placing young people’s right to participate 
in decisions impacting their lives at the 
centre of their work  

• valuing young people as the experts in 
their own lives & that they have the 
capacity to identify their own solutions   

• maintaining a professional helping 
relationship   

• advocating to address systemic barriers 
which impact on young people. 

http://www.youthaction.org
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NSW Youth Worker of the 
Year

Awarded to a youth worker who: 

• has shown extraordinary dedication and 
innovation with their work   

• has demonstrated outstanding outcomes 
with the young people with whom they 
work   

• models the values of best practice youth 
work including:  

• placing young people’s right to participate 
in decisions impacting their lives at the 
centre of their work  

• valuing young people as the experts in 
their own lives & that they have the 
capacity to identify their own solutions   

• maintaining a professional helping 
relationship   

• advocating to address systemic barriers 
which impact on young people. 
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NSW Youth Service of the 
Year

Awarded to a youth service that: 

• has demonstrated outstanding outcomes 
for young people with whom they work  

• have demonstrated responsiveness to 
young people’s aspirations & 
needs within their community   

• upholds the right of young people to 
participate meaningfully in decision-
making & program design processes  

• models the values of best practice youth 
work including:  

• placing young people’s right to participate 
in decisions impacting their lives at the 
centre of their work  

• valuing young people as the experts in 
their own lives & that they have the 
capacity to identify their own solutions   

• maintaining a professional helping 
relationship   

• advocating to address systemic barriers 
which impact on young people. 

http://www.youthaction.org
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Should nominees attend the 
Awards? 

The 2021 NSW Youth Work Awards will be held online, making it easier for 
everyone who was nominated to attend the awards. 

Register online 

We encourage everyone to invite their friends, colleagues, and young people to 
join in on the celebration.  

The Awards will be held November 18, 2021 from 
3pm. 

We look forward to seeing you at the NSW Youth Work Awards 2021. 

If you have any further information, please contact us at info@youthaction.org.au 
or (02) 8354 3700. 
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