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Young Professionals in Foreign Policy Backgrounder 

Young Professionals in Foreign Policy (YPFP) is a community of promising young professionals 
with diverse professional and cultural backgrounds, bound together by an interest in addressing 
global challenges. YPFP educates and influences its members through comprehensive, informed, 
and diverse cross-sector dialogue with each other and today’s leading foreign policy leaders.  

Founding 

YPFP was founded in November 2004 as a small discussion group of friends meeting occasionally 
to converse about foreign policy and discuss career choices. Originally, YPFP’s membership 
consisted of subscribers to an email list to which friends and colleagues would share events of 
interest and organize informal discussion groups. As the list grew, YPFP’s earliest members realized 
the need for an organization dedicated to young professionals looking to advance their interests and 
careers in foreign policy. 

Growth 

Since 2004, the organization has grown to include seven global locations and a global community of 
more than 10,000 young professionals. Though YPFP’s community is spread around the world, the 
organizations all-volunteer staff are committed to growing and nurturing a true community in the 
same spirit of our original members. 

YPFP now offers members opportunities to participate in regional and sector-specific discussion 
groups, expand their skills and knowledge of foreign affairs through leadership incubator modules, 
engage with the foreign policy leaders of today at speaker events and panel discussions, and build 
relationships with one another – the next generation of foreign policy leaders. 

Looking Ahead 

As an organization committed to serving members, YPFP continues to expand the opportunities 
available to members.  

YPFP is also expanding our membership, recognizing that serving future professionals as well as 
young professionals is an integral part of our mission to foster the next generation of foreign policy 
leaders. 
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