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Dear Friends, 

The Youth Policy Institute (YPI) will host “A Promise to Los Angeles,” our sixth Annual Gala 
on Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at Paramount Pictures in Hollywood. 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti will join us to celebrate YPI’s work and honor one of our 
City’s most innovative leaders, Fred Ali of the Weingart Foundation. We will present Fred 
with our Promise Award in memory of Leonard Aube of the Annenberg Foundation, a beloved 
colleague and friend who passed away in April.  It will be an intimate evening with great friends, 
delicious food and the amazing stories of the people we serve. 

This year’s theme is Reconnecting Youth, one of YPI’s core areas of expertise in service to LA’s 
most vulnerable communities. Every year, our high-touch services help disconnected young 
people ages 16-24 get back in school, find jobs, housing and childcare, and in many cases prepare 
for higher education and careers. YPI and Los Angeles are at the forefront of national efforts to 
break the cycle of intergenerational poverty. Our work now serves well over 100,000 youth and 
families annually at 125 program sites, operating high quality schools while providing wrap-
around education, technology, and training services where they are needed most. Together with 
our many partners, these efforts are changing lives, and already making important progress 
increasing academic achievement, college readiness, and the growth of family income. 

As the only nonprofit in the nation with all four White House signature neighborhood 
revitalization initiatives, we have experienced tremendous growth across all of our programs. 
Along with this growth has come the need to make our services even better and more impactful. 
Private dollars help our government grants work harder, by covering numerous expenses that 
government dollars cannot, and offering our teams on the ground the flexibility they need to serve 
our high-need, at-risk clients.  

We invite you to join our network of friends at this important moment for YPI. Please review the 
sponsorship levels attached and help us support these essential initiatives. I hope you will respond 
as generously as possible. We cannot do it without you. 

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. Please contact Adia Smith at 310.926.1025 
or asmith@ypiusa.org should you have any questions. 

I look forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely, 

Dixon Slingerland 
Executive Director 


