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YUFA-CP is a standing committee of the YUFA Executive.  The YUFA-CP mandate is: 

To facilitate YUFA’s work with community groups to promote engaged citizenship 
through access and equity programs, and to undertake community-based 
research.  

The focus of YUFA-CP work is organized into three broad categories: 
1. Increasing educational access and outcomes 
2. Outreach and education 
3. Advocacy and research 

YUFA-CP is guided by a commitment to social unionism and the shared development of 
knowledge.  The committee meets monthly through the fall and winter terms, and 
continues in an ad hoc manner through the summer term.  Membership is drawn from 
across YUFA, and Co-Chairs are elected annually for two-year terms.  Over the past 
few years, YUFA-CP has adopted the practice of rotating Co-Chair positions each year, 
so a fresh Co-Chair works alongside an experienced Co-Chair.  The 2019-2020 Co-
Chairs were Lorna Erwin and Jenny Foster. 
YUFA-CP fulfills its mandate in multifaceted ways.  Activities undertaken by the 
committee evolve with the needs of the Jane Finch community, in response to issues 
and priorities that are identified by community members.    
YUFA-CP is supported by a $100,000 annual allocation from YUFA Trust.  YUFA-CP 
has both integrative and facilitator functions, which include: (i) to support and help 
coordinate existing faculty-community projects and (ii) to contribute to the design and 
implementation of new and evolving projects.  An important committee function is the 
review and allocation of YUFA funds to support applications for funding.  However, 
much of the work is also unassociated with budget lines drawn from the YUFA Trust 
allocation.  YUFA-CP members contribute time, experience and expertise in support of 
community groups across Jane Finch. 
 
Non-budget activities by YUFA-CP, 2019-2020 
 
Support to workers at Fiera Foods 

In response to the fifth death of a worker at Fiera Foods, where many Jane Finch 
community members work, YUFA-CP urged Ontario Premier Doug Ford to take 



action to end workplace conditions that caused workers’ deaths.  The committee 
delivered a letter imploring Premier Ford to enact Section 83(4) of the Workplace 
Safety and Insurance Act, make it illegal for companies to rely on temporary 
agency workers, and restore the provisions of Bill 148.  YUFA-CP joined groups 
such as Unifor, 15 and Fairness, the Workers’ Action Centre and the United Food 
and Commercial Workers in demanding that Fiera Foods be investigated for 
criminal negligence causing death under Canada’s Criminal Code.  

 
Jane Finch Social Innovation Hub  

The Jane Finch Social Innovation Hub was identified as a priority at the February 
2019 YUFA-CP Community Dinner, where an open conversation among 
approximately 40 community representatives and YUFA members sought to 
identify collaborations and important issues for future attention.  YUFA-CP 
explored possibilities for mobilizing this initiative through 2019, in collaboration with 
community partners and various York units.  The Hub was officially launched in 
January 2020.  This is a dedicated space for Jane Finch undergraduate students 
at York to convene, rest and develop their own projects.  The Hub is located at 141 
Central Square, and in the spring shifted to an online platform in response to 
COVID-19.  YUFA-CP members collaborated with Success Beyond Limits and the 
TD Community Engagement Centre to coordinate the project Navigating York: The 
Jane Finch Experience, which received a 2020 Academic Innovation Fund grant.  
The Jane Finch Experience produces a set of virtual workshop modules that orient 
incoming students to the university campus and its operations, academic routines 
and conventions. 

 
Volunteer service in the Jane Finch Community 

Members of YUFA-CP commit to advancing the mandate, programs and projects 
of a variety of community organizations across Jane Finch.  This includes elected 
Board positions at organizations such as Black Creek Community Health Centre, 
Success Beyond Limits and Promoting Education and Community Health.  It also 
includes responsibilities with organizations such as the Education Action Group 
and other community collaboratives. 

 
Jane Finch Community Research Partnership 

The Jane Finch Community Research Partnership stems from a SSHRC 
Connections Grant focused on developing research ethics guidelines and 
protocols for work conducted in the Jane Finch community.  The JFCRP was 
struck to address historic research relationships that do not prioritize the needs 
and interests of residents and community groups.  The Principal Investigator and 
research team were based in YUFA-CP, and worked in collaboration with Jane 
Finch community members to coordinate a series of gatherings that led to the 
Principles for Conducting Research in Jane Finch to help shape ethical and 
respectful research.  The project has also led to development of the Jane Finch 



Collections, an open-access database for research about the community.  The 
Project Lead is now based out of the TD Community Engagement Centre.  The 
JFCRP website can be accessed here:  https://janefinchresearch.ca/ 

 
YUFA-CP video 

YUFA-CP prepared a short video to recognize and honour the many community-
based organizations that the committee has supported and collaborated with.  
Materials for the video were generated by community partners.  The video closes 
with information about connecting with YUFA-CP and applying for YUFA-CP 
support.  The video has been posted across social media formats, and is available 
at:  https://vimeo.com/user68549586 

 
 
Projects funded by YUFA-CP, 2019-20 
 
Wheel-It Studio Volume 2: Parallel Intersections   
$5000 

This project by a collective of multidisciplinary artists opens access to professional 
studio programming across neighborhood boundaries.  As the only active 
recording studio in Jane Finch, Wheel It Studios developed an innovative 
approach to meeting artists where they are: a mobile studio that travels across 
boundaries to create original Hip Hop, Afro Beat and Latin compositions compiled 
into a mixed tape released as a series of celebratory community events.  The 
project was a huge success, and Coordinators adapted plans in response to 
COVID-19 to sustain connections and cultivate talent within the community. 
The project was featured on CityNews:  
https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2020/09/12/recording-studio-on-wheels-helps-
young-artists/ 
The album is available at: https://wheelitstudios.bandcamp.com/album/wheel-it-
studios-vol-2-parallel-intersections 

 
Jane Finch Education Action Group 
$1500 

Since 2017 this group has applied a “social determinants of education” lens to 
youth support, through community events, deputations, townhall meetings and 
direct support to parents and guardians.  The group reports to the Jane Finch 
Toronto Strong Neighborhoods Taskforce.  YUFA-CP funds support refreshments 
at meetings, honoraria for meeting Co-Chairs, childcare, TTC expenses, and 
outreach materials. 



 
Toronto Black Farmers Collective 
$1300 

The Toronto Black Farmers Collective mobilizes people of African descent to 
advance community food security and reduce hunger in Toronto.  Based out of 
Downsview Park, the TBFC provides access to land and tools for year-round 
culturally appropriate food production and distribution.  They host food planning 
strategic meetings with organizations across the GTA, and provide training for 
youth in land based traditions.  YUFA-CP funds support plot payment at 
Downsview Park, seeds, TTC fares, and refreshments for those working in the 
greenhouse and fields. 

 
A Different Booklist Cultural Centre/ Walk With Excellence 
$1500 

The yearly Walk With Excellence was adapted this year in response to COVID-19 
distancing protocols.  The event provides a community celebration for graduates 
across Jane Finch, and was expanded to include kindergarten, grade 8, high 
school and adult learner graduates.  The event was hosted virtually, with a 
livestreamed digital feed of events such as Steelpan musicians touring the 
community, a DJ hyping the graduates, balcony and doorway decorations, pre-
recorded message of congratulations, social media feeds, and a series of focal 
points with tents and livestreamed guests. 

 
Success Beyond Limits 
$20000 

Success Beyond Limits offers youth programming out of Westview Centennial 
Collegiate Institute that addresses external challenges Jane Finch students 
encounter in achieving their academic potential.  In addition to programming 
offered throughout the regular academic calendar, each year SBL delivers a 6-
week summer program with opportunities for academic credit, mentorship, 
employment, enrichment, nutrition, engagement, graduation and relationship 
building.  Funding for 2020 focused on supporting youth through COVID-19.  SBL 
provided regular check-ins, electronic tools for accessing curriculum and networks, 
food, mental health supports.  Youth received assistance completing school work, 
and youth mentors received additional training. 

 
Youth Without Shelter 
$7500 

Youth Without Shelter provides the only emergency shelter facilities for youth in 
north-west Toronto.  As a result of COVID-19, demand for shelter among Jane 



Finch youth rose dramatically, and YWS adapted and expanded assistance to 
youth in need.  YUFA-CP support to YWS focused on housing, food and nutrition, 
mental health care, and wraparound support for extremely vulnerable youth, as 
well as extended outreach and follow-up. 
 

Eva’s Satellite 
$5000 

Eva’s Satellite is Canada’s first harm reduction shelter for youth, offering essential 
support to many youth from the Jane Finch community in the areas of health, 
wellness, and stabilization. YUFA CP’s contribution helped offset the costs of 
keeping the shelter operates at full capacity during the pandemic.  YUFA-CP funds 
were dedicated to increasing supports for front-line staff, providing safe 
transportation to and from work at Eva's sites to reduce exposure, purchasing 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), cleaning costs, and increasing the daily 
food supply as the youth stay in the shelter all day. 

 
Jane Finch Action Against Poverty 
$5000 

Jane Finch Action Against Poverty is a grassroots group in the Jane Finch 
community. It consists of community residents and members from different 
organizations in the area. The group was formed in October of 2008 following a 
rally at the intersection of Jane Finch to commemorate the International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty.  

 
FCJ Refugee Centre 
$5000 

YUFA-CP provided funds to support migrants in four key areas: a) to gain access 
to the very few benefits that they qualify; b) to support with food, place to stay, 
absorbing the cost of non-status migrants (particularly youth) that are staying on-
site; c) by starting to support parents in interpreting school orientation and other 
skills to support their children at home, and; d) to keep youth at risk involved in 
periodical social media safe activities. 

 
Elspeth Heyworth Centre for Women 
$5000 

Elspeth Heyworth Centre for Women provides essential support to vulnerable 
women in the Black Creek community, including seniors, women who are isolated, 
and international York students who were unable to leave Canada due to COVID-
19 travel restrictions.  The YUFA-CP contribution focused on preparation and 
distribution of culturally-appropriate South Asian and Caribbean foods.  Funds 



were also directed towards support in connecting with employment, guidance, 
mentorship and workshops during COVID-19. 

 
Jane Finch UNITY Organization 
$5000 

Jane and Finch UNITY, in partnership with the Jane Finch Community Ministries, 
proposed to hold the annual bar-b-que event in August 2020 at Oakdale 
Community Centre, with a specific focus on ending gun violence.  This event 
creates a safe environment for community groups that might otherwise not share 
space.  This year’s event would have included long-time community members on 
day-release from the Beaver Creek Correctional Institution in Gravenhust to 
engage in conversations about street violence.  The event is totally free, and offers 
food, events and connections.  Due to COVID-19, the event had to be rescheduled 
and will be launched once social distancing protocols permit. 

 
Jane Finch Social Innovation Hub 
$15,000 

In addition to non-budgetary commitments, YUFA-CP provided financial support to 
the operations and functions of the Jane Finch Social Innovation Hub.  This 
included wages for a Hub Coordinator to run the space, as well as refreshments, 
printer supplies and other office essentials.  Please see the attached May 2020 
newsletter for an introduction and overview of the first term of the Jane Finch 
Social Innovation Hub. 

 
Black Creek Community Farm 
$5000 

YUFA-CP supported the community food response to COVID-19 that was 
coordinated by Black Creek Community Farm.  In partnership with FoodShare 
Toronto, over 500 Emergency Good Food Boxes were delivered throughout the 
Jane Finch community.  

 
Gosford Fire 
$500 

The fire at 235 Gosford Blvd on 15 November 2019 caused the tragic death of one 
resident and created extreme turbulence in the lives of many in the Jane Finch 
community.  It was an event that triggered waves of destabilization for many, 
exacerbating existing vulnerabilities and creating new ones.  In response to the 
fire, a coalition of community-based organizations in Jane Finch organized to 
explore the most effective ways to collectively support all residents of 235 Gosford 
Blvd.  This fund was extended in for community organizing in the wake of the fire.  


