
 
 

Substance use health emergency declared in the 
Yukon 

Health and Social Services Minister Tracy-Anne McPhee has declared a substance use 
health emergency following a drastic increase in overdose related deaths in the territory. 

The Government of Yukon is working closely with partners to advance a range of harm 
reduction initiatives in response to the emergency. A number of initiatives will be 
underway including: 

• a new territory-wide public awareness and education campaign addressing the 
toxic drug supply present in Yukon communities; 

o While this is a good measure in theory, we hope the government realises 
that we are way past this point.  

• expanding drug testing and safe supply to rural communities and increasing 
availability in Whitehorse; 

o YES. Folks – including the Yukon NDP, have been asking for this for 
years. Testing and safe supply must be expanded to communities. The 
Yukon NDP pushed the government to commit to make safe supply 
available as part of the CASA – and despite their written commitment, the 
government has been dragging its feet. Safe supply should already be 
available in communities.  

• enhancing the Yukon government’s supervised consumption site to support 
those who use inhalants; 

o This is critical, although this is not new. This was the plan since the 
opening of the supervised consumption site – which was negotiated by the 
Yukon NDP as part of the CASA.  

• increasing on-the-land treatment options in the territory; 
o FINALLY.  

• working with Blood Ties Four Directions to extend the hours of operation of the 
outreach van, which provides mobile fentanyl testing and enhanced supports to 
marginalized individuals; and 

o Blood Ties Four Direction is a leader in harm reduction in the territory. 
They’ve asked for measures such as the review of the SCAN legislation 
that prevents them from making the most of the outreach van and applying 
for decriminalization of illicit drugs in Yukon. The NDP has echoed these 
calls and urged the Government to act on them.  

• developing a new Opioid Action Plan to build on the success of the territory’s first 
Action Plan in 2018. 

o We are currently the jurisdiction in Canada with the highest rate of opioid-
related deaths per capita. How is this a success?  

What about counselling? Mental health services? Managed alcohol program? 
Decriminalization of drugs for personal use? Increasing beds at Sarah Steele? Access 
to primary health care? Addressing root causes of drug abuse?  


